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ield Worker's! name Merrill A. Nelson

his report made on (date) April 17, 193 7

Name Mr, H. H. Champlin

Post Office Address East Randolph St, Enid, Okla.

, Residence address (or location) 419 West Maine, Bnid, Okla,

DATE OF BIRTH: Month January

Place of bir th •

Day 28 year 1Q68

Rockford, I l l i n o i s .

m. Name of Father Charles A, ChampVin Plaefc of b i r th New York State.

Other informal; ion about father Soldier in the Civil War* Wounded

Name of Mother Alice Pickard Place of b i r th Freeport, II]

Other information about mother

>tes or complete narrat ive by the field worker dealing with the l i f e .and
fory .of the person interviewed. Refer to Manual for suggested, subjects

questions. Continue on blank sheets if necessary and-attach firmly to
form. Number of sheets attached 5 % '
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in laterriew with Mr. H. H* Ohemplln*
By i- Mirrill A* Helson, field Worker.

( Frea, Far* Bey te Bsad of Largest Independent Oil Refinery.)

I e m te Oklahena en the 23rd day of Airily 1889*

Till* was the Say after the opening ef Old Oklthea* ae X may

be aaid to hate beea in the original run* When first X cane

te Old Ofclahe»a X mat froa Gatnrie te Kingfisher* There

were no railreade or houses anywhere. Trea Kingfisher X

went te Olclahoaa City a while* Bat X did not stay, X went

baek te Kansas and the next tiae X oame te Oklahoma, I

cane to Enid and have stayed here ever since* Thie was

fenty-feur years age this fall* By going about the first

time before settling, X had a ehanee to acquaint jvyself with

the country whioh doubtless made aw satisfied with ay present

location.

X never had any idoa when a hoy that X would be in

the oi l business* X was reared on a fam whore I ?ejnaine,d

until I was about twenty yeara of age* when X went to

Wichita to <a btwiness celle/^e. I got a position and worked

in a bask a few year* and them eaae down here and started a

bask. X wa» in: thie bank about three years before coming

here* X was here at the tiae of the opening. X started

ay bask in ££33, i t October.

My business associates were.wor*^ Gannon «M San
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, who Is s t i l l tosre as ii druggist* M. Gedsohalk,

the oletfcier, was another of the old timers who Is

s t i l l doing business here, this forth Gannon i s C« X*

Gannon, the awney lender. His name was llsworth but

m «U called him worth.

ir X had Managed the bank a while I started a

lumber business* I WEO twenty-fl-ve years eld at that/

tins* My brether Fred ctne dewn with me and it started

the baftk teeether. I resigned ay pesitien in the bi

in Kansas/ before ccning hers •

bank was lecated at the oorner of Randolph

and Grand. My capitol vss #10,000. My present okpitel

i s $500,000.

Ibeut 1899, as I said, I sold the bank and vent
/inte tfee lumber business* . This was not a rery large

luttber businsss* Vs operated, heweTer, six or/eight

yards. My yards were located at Psad Creek, Minassssy.

Midferd, Uwtea, Dunoan and Aiudarke. /

J. Sloan started the Refinery la 1917. I took

i t oTer in the latter part of '17 or early »18. All ay

raw smterial cemee from Oklahoma but about 90 percent of

•y retail sales are outside the stats* We refine about

109000 barrels daily*

The reason I located here rather than closer to
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the e l l field wae that I waft a&peady hare. I drilled

a will at Qarber aad piped i t her* to Xnid there i t

fa* refined*

X heA alneat ne one besides myself In the lum-

ber business and it was tht seme in the oi l business*

I e t i l l have vary few parsons as directors with me«

Our preaant board canaiats af myself, my sen Joe, and

Jfr. Cetten, my •on-in-law.

Uy folks ware quite poar bat we always had plenty

te eat* We 11 ted in a frane house, small but eonfertablo*

X had te work fifteen hours a day* BeweYer, I never felt

41seeuraiD»&* X wericed because X wanted to* Row X take

i t easy. X only work from eight to ten hours a day*

At the tloa of th» opening X secured a claim* X

want te a land effloe and filed on a piece of land that

was not claimed by any one else* It was probably orer-

lookai en the day of the run, as this waa after that time*
t "

There ware several ether banks in Snld when X

started mine* They were the *ank of Enid, fko Fanera and

mrchanta Bamk and rlemlac'a Bank* Hiey nearly ailment

broke except Mr* Tleming'a. 3e tac my oaaoetiter as leng

aa he lived* We Had ^ht creator business of ue two* Bis

bank was called the Snld Bank and Trust Company* HST lum-

ber business waa the leading business in town*however*



fkere waa the Laag Ball Xoaber Company, which eaaa and

vtat* Tkemjaea waa aaotaor busbar Mam*, fto Antrim waa

a later arrival*

Wkaa Z flrat s t e t e d up Z did * r^tiainc fcueiaesa

of 200 barrels a day* Haw wo da buaineaa in twenty «ta*ee

My jeeplo ware, X suppose, franoa* During tha

Cru«adaj» taoy waat to Xaglaad and fras Saglaaa «bey **&*

to thio Qduatry. Aba»t oaa koadred and fifty «r aao him*

draft and satoaty five yaara aga, tkay eajaa to PraTidanee,

Rkade Zalaad* ,My paraato ara auriad in Molter«aa, Kansas•

Biara «aro aix oklldraa ia tkoir family, a l l bays,

Tkare WM Joal wna ia ia taa hardwara imaiaaaa

ia Castan, Kansas') 5*H», armyMlf* tka aaoaaA aaa.

JLXfrod R., ia tka talo^koao baainaaa la Bawtan, Xaaaaaf

aold out aad want to California* Fr«d C , waa was for*

marly oaakier ia tka OhamylstP Banka, also Vioa-Prasidant,

aov doaij Roy B, in tha Lnmbar aad Oil Baainaaa at Uwtaaj

sad Rabart A. Ckampjjw, wao runs a lumbar yard aaro ia

laid* H» bags* ia 1901 or 1908 a l i t t l o after 1 loft taa Ins*

aar baainaaa.

Tha OhampUn family hard made a saeeesa by working

kard and minding oaV own businsss. X aavo aarsral chlldran^

Tkay ara5 a son Joe; a daughter, lira* j * Owen; and anotaor

dangktar, Mrs Doyle Oettoa* ve alae kad a boy was died*


