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‘AR interview with Mr. H. H. Chemplin.
By « Merrill A. Nelsen, Field Werkar. 131

nntnuuuntunnunuuvnuQMt"-vﬂntn"yu.mﬂh
{ Frem Farn Bey te Head of Largest Independent 0il Refinery.)

I came te Oklahema en the 23rd day eof April) 1889,
This was tke 3ay after the opening ef 014 Oklahema s¢ I may
bo said to have been in the ariginal run. When first I came
te 014 Oklahema I went from Guthrie te Kingfisher. There
were no railreads o;' houses anywhere., Frex KXingfisher I
went te’Cklshoma City a while. But I did not stay, I went
back te Kansas and the next time I came te Oklahoma, I
came to Enid and have stayed here ever atxfce. This was
fenty-four years age this fall, By going sbeut the first
time before aettl@ng. I had a ;:hance to acquaint myself with
the ceuntry which deudbtless made me satisfied with my present
Jecatian.
I nesver had sny idea when & boy that I weuld be in'

the oil business., I was reared en a farm where [ @1&@
until I wes sbout twenty yeara of age, uﬁon I went tg"
Wichita te a business cellexe. I got a pesitien and werked
in a bank a few years and then came dewn hers m’-mm\ -
banke I was in:ihis bank abeut three yeafa befere ceming
here. I was here at the time of the epening. I started
my bank in 2833, iz Cotebers o

) My business asseciatées were. worth Gahnsn «d Sem

\



CRAMPLIN, B. He INTERVIEN,
132

Evans, whe is still hare as a druggist. M. Gedschalk,
the clethier, vas another ¢f the )4 timers who is»
atill deing business here. This Werth Gamnen is C. E.
Gaanen, the meney lender. His name was Xlswerth but

r I had managed the bank a while I started ‘
sse I was two:.lt'y-tiw years old at that
time. My brether Fred ceme dewn with me and we started
tho bank ther. 1 ropignod my pesition in the b

in Xans

[

before ccming herd.
bank was locatad at the corner of Rando ph
o« My capitol n,’;i $10,000. My present capitel

is $500,000. . . ' | . j

f v

s /
Abeut 1899, as I said, I sold the bank and went

N

1nto( lumbar business. . This was not a very [large
" lumber business, "ls epercted, hewever, six orjeight
yards, llly' yards were lecated at Pend Creek, Nennessey,
Medferd, Lawten, Duncan and Anadarke. | .
J. Slean startyd the Refinery ia 1917, I teek
it ever in the latter part oth '17 er early 'ia. All my
rav matericl cemss frem Oklahema but absut 90 percent of
xy rotdkuln are cutside the state. We refine abeut
10,000 b@h daily.

The reaser I lecated here rather than clossr te
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the oil field was that I was alvesdy Lers. I drilled

a wll at Garber and piped it here te Enig where:.it

was refined. ' o .
I had almest ne ene besides myself in the lum-

ber business and it was ths same in the oil tusiness.

I 5%411 have very few persons as directers with me.

Our present board censists eof myself, my sen Jos, and
Mr. Cotten, my sen-in-lav,

‘ | My folks were quits poer but we always had plenty
te oat, ¥e lived in a frame hose, small flmt cc;ntort.ﬁlo.
I had te work fifteen heurs a diy. Hovever, I never felt
disceuraged. I worked becauss I wanted to. Now I take
it easy. I enly werk from eight te ten hours a day.

Attbtixpofthopmingluomdachim. b ¢
wont te a land effice and filed on a piece eof land th‘nt
was not claimed by any one else, It was predadly dver~
lesked en the day of the run, as thia was nttor,ﬁht‘tiie.

L There were several ether banks in Enid when I
started mine, Thsy were the Sank of Enid, The Farmers and

Merchants Baak snd Fleming's Bask. They nearly all went
breke except Mr. Fleming's. Ie vac my cempetiter as leng
a8 he umi " Lad he poaitgr business of us twe. His

. bank was called the Enid Bank and Trust Cempany. W lume
ber business was the leading bn‘inoss in tna;houvor,
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ty.ro was the ma Bell. Lumber Cempany, which came and
‘want. n-)fnn‘ was anether lumber man.. The Ant;i.l was
« lator arrival, | |
Wien I firet stazted up 1 412 o retiming tustness
of 200 barrels o day. New we de business in twenty stides
My pesspls were, I suppese, mngk. During the
Orudades, they weat.te Eagland and frem England they came
to ﬂliﬂ qmtry. Abeut one hundred and fifty er eao hune
ma nu nnnty five years age, they came te Previdence,
Mo Islamd, ,Ju parsats ars buried in MoFPhersen, Kansas.
There nro -tx ckildres in tlnzr family, all beys.
m:: m JLI whe is u the hardware business
in Canten,’ Kansas) H.H., or mysslf, the secend sen,
Alfred R., in the telephens tusiness in Newten, Kanses,
seld oeut and went te oq;.ttmu‘; Fred C., !hf was tor;
mrly cunpr in the Champlain Banks, alse Vice-President,
aow dead; Rey R, in the m: and 041 Business @t Lawten;
and Rebert A, Champlin, iho ,rt'ma a‘ln’l.bqr yard here in
Eaid. Bs bdegam iz 19001 er 1908; & little after I left the lume
Yor dusiness. | ‘
The Champlin family hgn made a success by working
Mrd and minding ou’(' ewn business. \I have several children;
They are; & son Jee, a dmughter, "‘,n-o. Jo Owong gnd cn;mr

\l

dsughter, Mrs Deyle Cesten. We alse kad a bey whe dted.
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