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?ield Worker's name Mary D. Dorward

?his report mefde on (date) May 5, 1937

. Name Jennie McCoy

. Post Office Address Tulsa, Oklahoma*

. Residence address (or location) 1530 East 14th Street*,
r /

E 0|>BIRTH: - Month .April Day ' 25 Year 1854

ace of birth In Cooweescoowee .District, near Claremore,

.. Name of Father Joseph McCoy Place of birth

Other information about

Place of birth Alabama.. Name of kother Mary Mcks McCoy

Otiier information about mother Made trip from Alabama 'over Trail

of Tears.

otes or complete narrative by the field worker dealing with the life, and
tory of the person interviewed. Refer to kanual for suggested subjects
nd questions,. Continue on blank sh-eets if necessary and attach fiimLy toj
his form. Number of sheets attached 5 pages ' «



CHAMBERS, JeSSJX HoOOr, DTTKHV1SW.

V"- .
Mary D. Dorward,
Field worker*

MoCOY. CHAMBERS
A Biographical sketch

From a Personal Interview with the Subject.
(163U East 14th Streot, TUxsa, Okla.}

aotgeet of this eketch *as very difficult to
interview, for, while she. wa» very willing to talk, she
is very deaf, is. eighty«4&re«> year a old, and her mind
teem* to wander.) .

Jennie McCoy Chambers was born April 24, 1854, in

the Koo«-wee*«koo«wee (her spelling) d is t r ic t of the Cher-

okee Ration, near the town of now Glaremore. The house,

a log c«bin, s t i l l stands. I t ia attbe north end of Clare-

more late on Dog Creek, has two large rooms and a snail

room downstairs and a room upstairs. Eaa clapboard doora**

Mrs, McCoy is about half Cherokee (which ehe calls

Cher o fkee, just as she says Tahl eo'qaah), har mother,

Mary Hlcke, coming over the Trail of Tears froxa Alabutoa

when a child* Herfather, Joseph MoCoy, was a rancher

end the family lived on the place near Clareaore until

the Civil War when they went over nenr 5aline, and n re-

fugeed" in the Cherokee Nation unti l the close of tbe War.

E r ^ ^ t l y they did not remain at Saline because ehe said

thatehe and her s is ter many tiroes walked from ^ahlequah to

Fort Sfeith and back for supplies from the Government, and

* many tin»s they almost starved. Ber people sympathised
v -v

with toe Union* After the War they returned to thoir home

at Claresaore aad found everything undisturbed, Just as they
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had l e f t i t , with the smokehouse f u l l of meat.

EDUCATION.

She was taught to raid by her mother who found an x

old bunch of l e t t e r s and an almanac from which ehe taught

her daughter to read* Later aha went to school in <3t>o-

wee~6«oo-wee d i s t r i c t . She could speak f ive Indian tongues,

naaely, Cherokee, Creek, Seminole, Choctaw, and Oeage, and

at the afae of s ixteen she acted as interpreter for those

five tribes in their re la t ions with the GOTO rase nt • (She

said, "when they went to get the ir atrip payments", but

would the Oeages have been drawing s tr ip payments?)

ANCESTRY.

Her great-grandmother on her fatrer f 8 side was Jenny

Wolf, of Revolutionary tiraee^ She has a knife which

Jenny Wolf used in the Revolution. I t i s shaped something

l ike a s ick le and was used to cut o f f heads (I couldn't

find out whether they were Brit ish heads or Colonists*

heads) * -*

Her grandfather, El ijah Hicks, was the f i r s t to be

buried in the cemetery i t Claremore. Before h i s death

he prepared hie <am graveetona, engraving i t In Cherokee.

Part of i t i s stix.1. la the cereter? In Claremore, the

other part was broken off and carried to Oklahoma City*

The f u l l inscription in English on his gravestone i s as

follows (the part-in Cherokee has baem broken o f f ) t
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Elijah Hi dee was bom June 21, 1797.

the old Cherokee Nation East of the Mississippi

% eras educated In South Carolina* He assumed

u h ighpos i t ion as n loader> In 1832*3 succeeded

E« L* Boud^not as edi tor of the Cherokee Phoenix;in

1836-9 was ooinraander of the Cberokeee to their present

horaao; w ê one of the framora of Constitution and

lswa of tho f?ation\ f i l l ed a number of appointments

as a dola&ate to ffoshi^toxi D» 0* to attend to the

affairo of the tr ibe with. U. S« Grant.
\

August 6, 1856; a^ed 00Vearsj one month, sixteen
days*

Indians made the cloth frosj wwlch the i r olothes

were cade, grew the cotton, picked the se\ds froia the

bol l , ept«n i t and wove i t into dot*!. They "fioiored i t

from dyos made at ho:^, asin^ indigo root for oluo, wal-

nut berii and coppc>ra^ >for bro'jfn, cocninefal btiibt ^ugo?)

red» and walnut bark, alum, ^ad borsx for ye]

Baskets were woven froWpane gatnerod in the caae-'v

and (from ^ i l l o^ s . Bovs and arrows wwre «add from

bois ^ f a r c ; crochet h-^i.« and kni t t ing needles also were-

made from bois d'arc* Thread was a^ie froia sinews of

deer* I*ra» Chaoib^rs h&s a Bp.on raafis fron? t h e horn o f

the buffalo\ Pipes w»re sade froia pipe rock, coffin& and
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nails fxom wood«/ Purchases of guns, beads, e t c . , were

in Kansas Oity when the cattle wer« driven over the

trai l twic« yearly* (Thic must have been In the later

days* X was utterly unable to get har to understand the

word "agency.")

In the early days she rode horseback a great deal.

Sometimea she rode in races and one© sho was awarded a

prize for being a "ijfodarrt* woman, riding the beat , . s i t t ing

her mount beat, and looking prettiest on her mount. Alwaya

rode sidesaddle and when women began riding astride ("after

the Civil War, she said) ahe remarked, "What are you doing,

taking after the wild tribe*?* They never had buggies with

tops t i l l just within the las t f i f ty years.

Cherokess never wore a "flap" (blanket), and wore a

turban on the head instead of a blanket* An anachronism

in a picture of Soquoyah in "srhich he i s wearing a blanket

OB his hesd. Sequoyah never wore such a head covering, he ,

wore a turban* (Mrs* Chambers is a descendant of Sequoyah

on her father's sidei- The Field Worker make so attenpt,

unsuccessfully, to get the Chambers family to trace their

relationship with Sequoyah. Mrs. Chambers said, in an

off hand way, ••I'm kin to Sequoyah on my daddy's side",

but the Field Worker on account of the old lady's deafness,

never could make har understand that i t was desirable to
4

trace tho relationship exactly*)
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A member of the Wolf clan UXB*. Chambers belonged

to the Ca-too~yah club. Betsy Rocs Hioko, the grand -

mother of Jennie McCoy Chr.ir.be r», vras i sister, of John

Roes, Principal Chief of the Chorokees for a many years.

HLACE EAME8.

Clarenore 'Acnixti. tra*» named for an Indian nho la burled

on top of i t* Dog Croek la na;«tJ for an Indian who i s

burled in i t s bed md vho picked out a nice sandy spftt

for i t whore there "was no irater.

Choizteau (so she says) i s an Osage name. (She s t a r t -

ed to t o l l me i t s meaning but wandered"off on to something

else*)

1NCIB5N!TS OF THE TP^IL OF -IBARS

lira* Chambers* grandfather and grandmother Hicke,

together ui th her o^n mother, cane in the emigrant t r a in

orer the Trail* On the way they picked up t io children

vhc were lost* Ona, c boy irtioee people had a l l died of

smallpox, cm* to *hem when they were encamped along a

creek* He .WAS known as S*s» Steven a and never knew but

what he was an Tridian. Tae other child was a l i t t l e g i r l

who knew ao nsme but Polly, ^hen she grew older she mar-

ried and waa known as ftunt Polly Myers.


