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From a Persoral Interview W
(163U Zast 14th Streot,

h the Subject.
1Q§| Okla-)

{

‘(The subjeet of this sketéh was verg a1 fficult to
interview, for, while she was very willinz to talk, she
is very deaf, i& eighty_»thmu yaura ‘old, and hexr mind
geoms to wander. )

Jennie McCoy Chambers: waa“ born /,pril 24, 1854, in
the Koo~woe-skoo-wed (_her epslling,; distriet of the Cher-
ogee Nation, near the town of no;v Glaremore. The hous: R
a log cabin, still stands. It is atthe nortﬁ. end of 01are-'
more lake on Dog Creek, hae two large rapms and a small
room downstairs and a room upstairs. Has elapboard éoora.‘

Mrs. MoQoy is sbout half Cherokee (which. she calls
Cher 0 'kee, just as she saye Tahl &8'quah), hor motkter, |
.Mary Hicks, eoming over the Teall of Tears from Alabama
when a child. Her father, Joseph McCoy, was a rancher
md the femily 1ived on the place near Claremors until
the Civil Var when they went over neer faline, and “re-
fugeed” in the Cherokee Natioﬂ'until the close of the Wadb,
Evifishtly they d1d not remein at Saline becsuse she said
thatahe and her eiaféx"*mgny times walked from ‘Pshlequeh to
Fort Smith end back for supplies from the Government, and
. magy times they ainmet starved. HRer peopls sy'mpathized
uin’ the Unioi;. After the War they returmqd to their home

at Claremors and found everything undisturbed, just as they
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had left 1t, with the mmokehouse fﬁll of meat.
' EDUGATION.

She was taught to read by her mother who found en \\\
oﬁd tunch of letters and an almaneao from which she taughi
her daughter to read, Later she went to school in (bo-
vee~scoo-wee district.s &he could spesk five Indian tongues,
nanely, Cherokee, Creek, Seminole, Choctaw, and Osage, end
st the age of sixtesn she acted as interpreter for those
five tribes in their relutions with the Government. (&he
satd, "when they went to get their strip payments", tut
wau}§ the Osages have been drawing atrip pé&menfe?)

ANCESTRY,

Bbrhgreat~grandmother on her fat:er's side was Jenny
Wolf, of Revoluntionary times. She has a knife which
Jenny Wolf used in the Revolution, It is shaped something
like a sickle and was used %o cut off heads (I couldn't
£ind out whethar £hey vare Rritish heads or Cclonists!
heads), ‘ -

Ber grandfather, ¥1i jah Hicks, was the first to‘be
burie& in the cemetery at Claremore. Before his death
he prepared his o gravestons, eagraving 1t in Cherokee.
Parg'ot it-is stiiL in the cémetery in Claremore, the
other part was broken off apd sarried to Oklahoma City.

The full insc;iption in English on his gravestone is as

_ tbllpvs {the part -in Cherokee has‘haon brokeﬂ'ofr)t

\ \
\ \
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214 jah Hicks wes born June 21, 1797,
\in the 0ld Cherokee Netion Rast of the Miseissippi
Rivey, was educated in South Carolina. He sasumed
| u high\position ss » laadﬁy, in 1832«3 succeeded N

Ee Lo Boudiyot as editor of thaiCherokao~Phoenix;1n

18% =9 was oommaghgr of the Cherckees to their present
honea; was one\ ths framera of Constitution and ’
laws of tho Mation) filied a number of appointmenie
‘a8 a delegate o 7ashlpmton D. Q. to attend to th;
affairo of the tribe #th U. S. Crant.

"August 8, 1886; aged 60 years; oune month, sizteen
days,

1DIL CUSY

‘
r
L 4

The Indianes made the ¢loih {rom which their cloilhes

boll, 8pun it and wove it into eloth. They Quiored it

trom dyee wade at hoaa, asiub indigo roct for Nue, wal-

out bark and copperJe’tor brown, cochinesl uvuibs (\5ugs? )

for red, and walout dark, alum, and boriz for yelloa

Basksts wera woven from%ane gatnhersd in the cane~\
brakes andlfroh willoss. Jows and arrows wure sads from
bois §'arc; crocﬁbt hevie 3ad knitting needles aleo wera
made m bois d'arc, Thread was made fram sinews of
‘deer. rR. Chambers hes a sp.on mads rrom the horn of

the buffalo) Pipes were zude frou pipe rock, coffine and
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pails from wood. Purchases of guns, beads, etc., were
in EKansas City when the cattle were driven over the
trail twice yearly. (This must have been in the later
days. I was utterly unchle %0 get her %o understand the
word 'agbncy.")

In Qhe early days she rode horsebasck a great deal. /:
Sometimes she rode in races and once she wa; awarded a
prize for being a "Hodarn® wnan, riding the bast,;sitting
her mount beat, and looking prettiest on parxnount. Always
rode sidesaddle and whern women began riding astride fufter
the Civil War, she said; she remarked, "what are you doing, p
taking after the wild tr1bes?" They never had bugeles with
tops till Just'within the lest fifty years. '

‘Cherokess never wore a "flap" (blanket), and wore a
turben on the head inctead of a dblanket. An anachronism
in a picture of Seguoyah in which he is wearing & blanket
on his hesd. Sequoysh never wore such a ha;a sovering,. he
wore a turben, {(Mrs, Chembdbsrs is a descendant of Sequoyah
on her father's side). ThggField Worker make an attempt,
unsuccesafully, to get the Chambers family to trace their
relationship with Sequoyash. Mrs. Chembers said, in an
off hand way, *I'm kin to Sequoyah on ay daddy's side",
.bat the Fleld Worker on account of the old 1édy’s deafness,

never could make har undefatand thgt it was desiradble to

trace tho relationship exactly}
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CLaRS.

A member of the Wolf clen lrs,. Chambers belonged
to the Ca~too-yah club ) ‘Betay Ross Hicks, the grand-
mother of Jennie McCoy Chimbers, was 2 sisten of John
Rﬁas, Prineipal Chief of the Cheorokees for a many yeers.

BLACE NWAMES,

Olaremore ;found was named for an Indian who ia uried
on top of 1t. Dog Creek is naim] for an Indian who is-
burded in 1ts bed ind -ho picked out a nice sandy sppt
for {t whore there was no %ate;.

Chouteau {80 she 8ays) is an Osage name. (8he start-
od to toll ma 1ts meaning but wandered ‘off on to something
else,)

IRCIDENTS OF THE TRaIL OF IH4RS

Mrs. Chambers' grandfather snd grandmother Hicks,
together with her oﬁn’mother, cane in the emigraﬁt train
cver the Trall. On the waﬁ they picked up tw children
whc werc lost. One, & boy whose people hed all died of
smallpox, ceme to ~“hem when they were encamped along a

cresek. He was known a& S,S., Stevensa’'and never knew Wt

#hat he was an Tndlan. The other child was s little girl

who knew no nesue but Polly. When she grew older she mar-

riod and was known as Ajunt Polly Myers.
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