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FANNIE )RINTIE) CHAPMAN, Informent. Creek freedian.
Rgute 3' lkx 2750. "
Muskoges, Oklehoma, April 14-37 # . «Jas. S. Buchansn

. ~
’
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i was born Janubry 1856 in the breek Nition near Snake creek

a few miles southwost of where: ‘the town of Leonerd is now situatod~1
1 wes one of elsven children born to Pio/%ett and Mery Hentie whe -
were both born in 4lgbema in slavery enci u'a:; omed by a riealthy
Orcek woman by the name of “ycey Bernesll, and her'}meband was a8
white men. 1 pemember my prents telling of the wovement of the
Crecks from Tuskeges, #labame % the Indian Territor‘} by steam .
boat te Fi. Gibsop in 18%6, and of the sinking of a‘steam bsat that
w8 just ahead of !the et they "«wre on during the 'trlp Vtxxiielon the“
Mieaf'aiagippi and drowniﬁg many indians and slaves,
+/ #ycey Bermwell settled on the atove ment ioned location and c':ul'tivat-.
ed ruch land, also had a ho ‘10_ nor}:h of w.ere Muskggee now stapds, te-
/x;ween‘hms'kogee aid the srksnsas river, and sie war 'residin‘{; at this.
/ ;

‘plece »hen the civil #ar broke ow and she, with 1y pt;rents and

4

faxauy mved to her farm of ianake‘croak whers we rem%a ined until after
'th‘e war was over, afzer the war and my n.rents wers freo mople ny -
father lwg/( up a e£lsin between wherﬁ Liusko ;8e_is now located and the
Arkensas river, in the vicinity of what is now xnown as” the He lmsr |
schoel, end it was on this old‘place Yhat we children grew|to maturity -
and 1 was martied in 1875 to James Ilend, & Séwinole Indian, who died
1!%{“5; No children wers born to .that union. later I wes married te

Reff Chapman, a colored nen«itizen ramer whe died a few years later,
. . H
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#hen the Qfoek‘allotments vure oade I drew my allotment of 160 acres

.three miles north c¢?f Boyntod, where 1 alsays made my homs until 1933

lhon i vas finally swindled out 2f the propefpty.by loan cumpenies,
3 ot v

:1nnividunls and peo:le 'in whoms I had misplaced’ confidance. when we
gohildren wvre all at the old home place norih! of Mu-kogee, thé settlers
éwho were our nalghbors were the Bemo family wHo lived west of us about
ﬁwe\miles, uncle Jess Fronklin who lived just Yest of the Boms place
énd Simen Brown Qho was & fr&edman and his pl.ce jaiﬁéd‘che Bemo pliace
an-{ha east., 4ll1l the Government;lndian affairs were trunsaciod ut that

rtime at the old Creek Agency which was lecated near Fern mounb&in.

iThe first lnd ian agent at that place that I can remafber %86 8 men by

the name of “unn, whe wade what was known as the "D rell” of the

Cresks and the éreedmon and was a men that ves woll:li d by theuse

with which he der 1t, uhen the conaolidated Inddan agency Wf“ oreated
\

by the government and the new agency bu1¢d1ng WeS bullt on what is now

#

known as Agency #.11, the old Creek agency wasg abandoned and Qf tho

Katy railroad bad, bux‘t through tha tarritory, the #tores that c?m-
resed the little town of "0ld Agency", as it »as known, noved te uhe 1
railroad the tewn of the "Nld Agency" pagsed out of existence, which
a8 the baginning of Muskogee, The rrinoipal bubi.ess housea of ~01q
sncy® were owned by Major Fetterron, J. W, Parkersen and a men by tg:
e of Atkinson, and their mevs.aent to the railroad was the beginning \

£ what 1is now Muskogec,
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After the new Aééncy build ing ugm srected on Agenc} Hill, there
vas s«n indian afent there by the nzwue c;f’ “oberts mho was wall liked by
the lndians and the Freedmen, 1 was ewmployed as house maid for his
t‘éﬁ:ly for sevex‘al‘g&nﬁha at t!m new nsgency bduildiug on what is now

known as agency HHiile 1 worked for 4r. Roberts' fanily until he re=-

tired from thLat position and moved te opringfisld, Illinois.

&5 10 the natural resources of this cruntr,, there was all\inds
AN ‘ ¥ \
of aild game, such es deer, wild turkey, prairie chicksn and otrer

¥ild gus, in abifndar.ce. I reuember when we resided on the old ho.s
. .

plece on -nake Creek just after the civi) war.and wa vwo .ld be coming

1] A4 +
. N

to the ..gency, I leve sedn great herds of deer grazing in the dells "

b3
@, v .

near the timber, ang u{{mn they néqld see us they »ould just _ao;mpei- inte
.he woods, and us ;oen%aa‘ we would pase they v uld come back on-the
prairie end cont.nue their grazing. 1 h.ve se n the prairie chickens,
80 oia.0n that they wo uld come into ‘tl‘.e ;'zird with our tgm ckickens,

and in the s;wlm; time when the turkeys would be "strutting™ 1 huve
seen the «ild turkeys ccme icteo our Lut with tie teme turkeys snd ms; ’
folks w .1d "Flush” ttem from amorg the flock and Lill them. 1In

tlos deys all the listle cireses werociear, clean of filth and ufi-
contominuted, and inbabited ty e’&:gry variety of fresh water fish in

sburdance, wkich ‘roved no yroblem for the active to suprly biliecelf,

#



