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Interviever, Virgil Coursey,

July 22, 1937. .

Interview with Mr. fohn.C. Chisum.

Born

Parents

214 Veat Cypress,
Altus, Oklechoms.

December 15, 1870, Texas.

$
Joln C. Chisum, Teoxas.
Elizabeth Buchansn, Louisiana,

I was born in Centrel Texas and cdme to Greer County

in Septemdber, 1888.
was ~under the jurisdi
untiiderch 16, 1896,

At that time this part of ths country
ction of Texas and remnined such

Mhen it was declared by the Supreme

Gourt’ that 1t wes part of the United States, and Oklshoma

Territory, Terri torial goverrment was set up soon after-

in about sixty days.

Up to that time sll remained here as

a/qmtters on undetermined territory. Soon afterwards, in

1897, we were pmitted by s special Aot of Congress to \

home stead one hundred sixty acres of land free except’ for

£iling fees, and alao we wore allowed to purchase one hundred

sixty acres gdﬁitional at one dollar an acre.

In 1898 the ocountry was opened to general settlement.
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. W}m; I came here t. .18 was virgin territory, very sparsely
gettled. Only the choi cest land and loeations were settled—w
along streams end watering plaeces. In two or t}xree years the
country was reéasonsbly well settled and s grest desl \of the

land put into cultivation. The first cfops were wheat, oats,

\

corn and maize; no cotton until sbont 1895.  After scme wind
gtoms and slight drounths, ge,ople begen to plant cotton.
The neareat gins vwere at Wichita Falls.

In ebout 1896 there were gins at Vernon snd Altus, and
at Nevejo. end Msngum in 1897. T{ze first gins were run by
thrasher engines. Late;r en, modern gins_wex:e built end this
eventuslly be@came s cotton center.

The nearest rrilrosd was at Vern:m. Later, in 1900
1901, the Rock Iaslend was«built into 'Mangm. The first
railyoed into sltus was the Frisco, built in 1903. The Urient
made a survey in 1902 but did not complete the road unt'u
1906, The Katy built in 1909, |

| Having come here as & boy of seventeen, I have seen this
country in {ts virgin state with turkey, prairie dogs axd "
open ranch lapd. I have seen rpeople living 4n dugouts W th
crude implements,but the early settlars were happy and

pxg:-'8rous. In meny instences those who came with the le=st,
/ K
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oal;zo out with the most. They rustled work when they could ~
get it, Many of them are prosperous home owners, still
possessing their original property. Those who steyed etid
hung on mede the best of it.

I lived W th my grrndfather until my fathg;ru.moved here
in 1887, I mami&d in 1891 ond reared aevenclizldren. I
st-rted as a farmer but soon beceme a corpenter and contractor.
Have been county surveyor for twenty—rm:tr years. I have
had a good deal to do with establishing of roads amd build-
ing of schools.

I sm a grandson of John Chisum, who was & first cousin
of John Chisum, cow man of Texms. Often spoken of as
"Cow John" of Texms. He cume to Texas from iennessee in
1830-1825 snd estsblished a wanch sbout 1860, He probably

< drove herds from Texas ¢o Kensas in the early 1868-1870,

About that time he moved his rench to New Mexico nesr
Roswell. I do not claim that he esteblished any perticuler
treil but only ss other men he drove cattle north across
the Indian Territory £o railrocads in Kansas. Like other

cattlemen he was graduslly pushed west on account of gress

> - R
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and free range. John Chisum was ar old bachelor and never
meyried. He died $n a hospitel in 3t. Louis, Hissouri, at
the age of sovmt:;ofivg or savénty-six. '

My father, by the same name es8 Cow-John. Chisum, was
a Texas Independence veteran in the war of 1836. He dfed

" and was buried in this count y..



