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1 . Name tsrs. S. M. Chansy.

2. Post Office Address Blair> Oklahoma.

3. Residence address (or loca t ion) v T S a s t **lalr.

4. DATE OF BffiTH: ' Month
»

5. Place of bir th

May Day 15 Year 1868.

Virginia,

6. Name of Father

Other information about father

7, Name of Mother

Other, information about mother

Place of b i r th

' Place of birth

Notes or complete narrative by the field worker dealing with the life and
story of the person interviewed. Refer to Manual for suggested subjects
"and questions* Continue on blank sheets if necessary and attach firmly to
this form. Number of sheets attached B ' •
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Zaidee « . Bland, ,
He ld Sorter , -
June 21, 1837. . •• . • .

An interview with Mrs. a . M. Chaney,
jolair, uklahoiaa.

EXPERIENCES OF AM OKLAHOMA
PIONEER.

We came from 'fejcas a s a l o t of the pioneers in t h i s

pa r t of the s t a t e d i d . »»e caoe from tfprt Worth o r r a t h e r

from a pJLace near there i n the coun t ry , My husband and

h i s bro ther J . J . Chaney had been in Oklahoma the suipmor

before , in 1888, and had f i l e d on land and both had 'asked

for the e x t r a qua r t e r of land t h a t you were allowed to have

i f you were w i l l i n g to pay $1.25 an a c r e . 91.25 was the

valuation put on the land in the locality ahere they filed

which was five* miles north of Martha in Jackson county. 1

have forgotten the section number^but one of iay sons s t i l l ,

owns part of th*» land J. J» filed on. -" '

•I. J . came out in November and bu i l t us' a two room

shack, sach room was, 14' by 14*. Ha also dug a well and

fenced ten acres for a-pasture. *

vy husband chartered a rai lroad car and loaded a l l our^

household goods, p rov is ions^ wagon, two horses, two .hogs,

some chickens and turkeys into i t .



UHAKEX, K R s / s . M. ttaavXEW.
—

4513,

9T
193

i . . .

My husband came with the oar but the children and

I came'to Vernon on a passenger train* J . J , met us there

with a wagon and team.. I t was rea l la te when we got the

car unloaded ;ind turned our faces toward the land of promise.

,ne crossed the*river at Uban's Crossing and made camp for

the f i r s t night, w© had an ear ly s t a r t the next morniug.-

Hie country looked very bure and deaolatr to me with

no trees and only dugouts for homes, we got to old .crazier

about dark but J . J . thought we had be t te r go on
was a heater up and plenty of wood for u f i r e ,

got home between eight and nine o'clock December 4th.

were a l l ' t i r e d , cold and hungry, ne .built a roaring f i

ate the b:ilunc$? of our cold lunch, made down beds j£d tum-

bled in to elo«p un t i l morning, 'i&e next morning we cooked

breakfast on an open f i r ° out' of doors but put the cook stove

up sometixue during the day.

1 brought with me a Wew Home sewing machine, a cast

iron cook stove, iron pot vessels , a big iron pot to boil

my clothes out doors and to make lye' hominy and render lard
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in, a cedar-bucket and churn, a few chairs , a table , bed-

steads, a bureai^plenty of feather .beds and pillows and

ticks to f i l l with straw. »e knew nothing about springs
«r

and mattresses but used straw t icks under our feather bods.

1 had quit© a few dishes and plenty of crocks for milk

only we did not have milk that winter «»xcppt what the neigh

bors gave us; for my husband did not go back for our cows

un t i l thf next May, «e br.ought wita us enough cured meat

to do t i l l hog kJilling time and, enough soap to do a year,

some grease to make more soap i f needed, a wash boird and

two wooden tubs.

I brought a l l the clothing we could need for the year

.already made up and thread to knit our stockings. 1 knit a l l ,

our socks and stockings. »e had wool ^st^ockings for winter
«

and cotton for sumner, i dyed the thread black for our

Sunday stockings but l e t th^ mens1 socks be the natural 9

color of the thread. . i

Men a l l wore long underwear, l made the i r undf»rw^ar

from cotton.flannel for the winter and d r i l l i ng for the summer.
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Hickory shirts for every day and percale for &unday. The

girls ' and my (tresses were made of calico,'gingham <*nd

outing" cloth.*- Uu'r underwear was made.from domes t i c for

the sumu&r trimmed with yards and yards of hand-made lace,

rhere were .not many^hats for the'pioneer g i r l ; she wore

mostly sunbonnet3"jinci fascinators or hoods for winter, once

in a great while we would have a dress of cashmere or chal l i s .

* FOODS.,
. * •

. . i brought enough m&iil, flour, a hundred pounds of white
..• ̂  .

sugar, a hundred pounds of green coffee, lard, dried f ru i t ,

beans, peas, apples and everything Wf̂ used at home to last ,

a year at^lsast , «e had,sour dough bread a l l that winter

until my husband went^for our co»s. ae drove through thirty

milk cows when he did.go for them and we were never out of

milk and butter again. 1 have made a lo t of soap from butter*

J. J. lived with^ us for nine years, but had to build a shack ,

and l i re on? his own quarter to prove up after this country-

was given to Oklahoma.

• ' tfOTSL. - "

&11 the wood, we had t o burn and t h e p o s t s to fence wi th '

'had to.be gotten front the Indian Reservation and i t always '
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took two or three daye for two men to go get one loud. 1

always had to cook enough bread to do them while hauling

wood. Borne tiroes two or three of the neighbors would a l l

go the sarae day and we'liked that be t ter for the men could

help each other i f there was troubl* with the Indian6 or

if any one got stuck in the r ivo r .

we only fenced a twenty acre,pasture for th«,horses

that f i r s t winter but as everybody'B ca t t le ranged out we had

' to fencn our crops, "o ma*de fine wh^at ind *f»<»d tn> f i r s t
$

year right- on* the sod but went elBewhere to fruy our corn a t

2$) cents per bushel. • .

'We raided a l o t of garden stuff from th» s t a r t . Our

cushaws were the finest in thf country, l lik*» thf»m be*tt»r

baked with plenty of butter and a l i t t l e sugar or sweetening

of some kind spread over them than l do swWet potatoes.

w« always had plenty of sorghum for gingerbread end

other cakfiS. & man just north of us by fhe-flam«» name but

no km made up sorghum and we .always took our cane there for.
\

him to make up. i t was a t o l l m i l l . *iie*made i t up for a

part of the sorghum.- * soon quit fooling with gr»en -coffee,

fuel was too dear^ and i began to use Arbuckle's parched

coffee* i t VBB more economical and be t te r too*. . ,
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iCHOOL.
c

rhere was already a school built at oorinth before I

bad any children old enough to go. Re had a three months

free school* .they also, had preaching in the school house

school house was moved away and made into a dwelling

house *hen the Hester school was bui l t . At f i rs t we only

had school in the summer and we tri^d to have school in the

day time and church at night. '

, i remember three of the old-time preachers v«ry well—

Brother Baghes, brother Banjcs and Brother wcCuistion, I ^

thiaic they are a l l dead now but Brother i&cCuiston who lives,

at ttolliB.

«e had a good deal of sickness and i t vrae not very easy'

to gê t a doctor. «y husband .died leaving rat* with /five chil-

dren. *i'he oldest fourteen years old *nd the*^oung«Bt fifteen
v

months. ' ' . •

, J . J . never married and helped me "to raise the children,

i t se<°i?iy>d to m- some of us wore always having measles or

something for we would not usually have a disease a l l -at one

time but would s t r ing i t out* • • '
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He were ofif>-tfhe main highway when the mail bfî bJi to

• come to Murtha. "e could &o out ^nd hand the uii.ll man

a l e t t e r to mail uny t ine we s-iw him passing but we ha-i to ' ^

go to fiUirtlia for our mai l , "R always took the ucdlus Keiai-

weekly «ews did J . J . took .the Aansas ui ty , s»tar« ;
t

Being right on the highway und having ,a well of soft-, -

water -ad our house s i t t ing uway buck from the rui'i wi tr. c

fence built running down to the auuse ^nd no ĝ to£* ito- cp.en,

people oftftfi stopped to CciUp on our place* , . «•>

* \ *
Otae night about d.-irk a covered wa^on stopped ariU nuke^d

• l \

' ppriaissioxi to c&ttfp. After supper the boys wanted to \^o do?.';i •

and visi't.ttith the campera. .1 Jid not want theii: to ^nd iboat

that tiru? there waL a knock 4-t the door .md on ooeninglit JL
• , . \ '

found tha t five .xi-:^d v&u had r idde; : up- to liiy door, iihey

suid , "J)on't be cafr^iu, we only want io kxiow about those
• • i

camperfi on y ttriojrui out h e r e , du you knovi .hewv^ x^told the/w
M • ]

that x did not. , i- •

' - I
| they ihen told me thdt tjsere hiid b«en a nan killed near

Uranite and while they did not think the m n̂ in the covered

wagon had killed him they thought periiupc he *?us helping cue

ki l ler to gat but of .the country. x
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what a night we did have I

ihe armed men dskrd permission to search the place,

in a few minutes the man camping came and ask^d to borrow

u littlft o i l for hie lhnt»rn. while ra.,f oldest boy v?pnt to

get the o i l the pfficers came .and made thp mun who was •

camping stand in the l igh t unti l^they had eearched 'him.

'x'hen they went off to the wagon with him.
^ > ' ' " •ihe wocwn in th«» coTer^d wagon came next «nd- said ,flhf»

*

had twin baby g i r l s who s^ni^d to be sick and sskpd if sh<*

could stay a l l n i fht . un<=» of our children was-taking*

the measles so we eould not l<?t her s tay. .

iliese peotL* finally hitched .up and drove away in the

'night and we never he-ird i f they had anything to do with the*

murderer or not . " ' " • ' , , •

I never' ssw much of the J.n;ians but once in a whi 1*

there would be> a-rumor that th<̂  mdir.ns w^r» on the war p^th

snd we neighbors would&get together for protection for a few

days. - i

i lived i l l alone and raised my children -*nd sometimes

we w?re frightened but th^- neighbors were alw?iys .̂ ood to

help me with the children and then J. had J . J . ; t h » i r uncle,,

to help* iiw» children are a l l grown now. Those pioneer days

might hare been hard days but they were happy days for me,
% •


