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An interview with Mrs, S, M. Chaney,

pslajr, Uklahoma . S

| L et

A% EXPERIENCES OF AN OKLAHOMA
PIONEER.

We;came'fram Yexas as a lot of the pionna;avin this“ -
‘part of the state dide Me cume from Kort Worth or rather
.from a place near thgre‘in the country, My hﬁsband snd
his bfotheg<d.'1. Chéﬁexihad been in‘Uklahoma the summar
before, in 1888 and had filed on land dnd both had "asked
for the extra quarter of land that you were allowed to have &
if you lé}e willing to my $1.25 an ;cfe._ ¥1.25 was the
valuatfion put on the land in the locality where théy filéd
which was five miles north of martha iﬁ Lackson UOunfy. )} E
heve forgotten the section number but one of my so9§'st£il,
~ owns part of the land J. J. filédhén. S
‘de Jo came out in November and built us a two room
;hack. xach room was . 14' by 14'. Hs also dug a well and |
, fen;:ed ten acres for a- pasture. 0 -
®y husband chartered a railroad car and loaded all our_
hoﬁsehold goods, provisions,a wagon, two horses, two.hogs,

some ci(xickens and’ turkeys into it.
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iy husband cume with the car but the

-

1 cume .to vernon on a pusseuger train. J.
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children and

Je met us thére

with a/ wagon und team. Lt was real late when we got the

/‘:’

‘car unlodded und $urned our fuces toward the land of bromise.

Ne crossed the°river at Uoan's Uréssing snd made camp for

the fiars&t night. We had an eurly start the pext morning.-

"ihe ccuntry lcoked very bure and desolate to me with

no trees and only dugouts for homes. We got to old rrazier

about dark but Jo Jo thought we had better go on hoiwe.

 there was a heuter up and plenty of wood for u fire. Ve

©

got home between eight «nd nine o'clock uecember 4th, We

were all-iired, cold und hungry. f%e built a roaring ‘fire,

ats the b:zlungb of our cold lunch, mude down beds und tum=-

bled in to &laep until morning. ‘lhe next mo.rn‘iug we cooked

breakfast on an open fire out of doors but put the cookhstove

up sometime durirg the day.
FURNITURR.

§

i brought with me a Mew Home sewing machins, a cast

iron cook stove, iron pot vessels, a big iron pot to boil

my clothes out dooré and to make lye’ hominy an@ render lard

f , :
. 4 2



- : G8]
| S 194
CHANZY, MRS. S< M. . INTRRVIH . ~ 4513,

-3

in, a cedar bucket and churn, a few chdirs a table, bed-
steads 8 bureau,plenty of feathgf ‘beds and ﬁillows and

.

) ticks to-fill with straw. We knaw nothing about springs

and mattressss but used straw tjcks undar our feather beds.
1 had quite a few dishes and plenty of crocks for milk

only we did not have milk that winter except what the neigh-,

bors guve us; for my husband did not go back for our cows

until the next May. We brought wita us enough cured meat

to do till bog ' killing time and, enough sosp to do a year,

some greuase to make mofa soap if needed, 4 wash bourd gnd

=

two}wooden tubs,

" CLOTHING. 0

- -

‘ I brough§ all the clothing we could need for the year
,alréady made up and thread to:knit our stoekings. 1 knit all
our sock; and stockings. We had wool stockings for vinter
and cotton for sumnoer, 41 dyed the thfnad'black for our
agnQay stockings but let tgp'mens’ socks be thé natural
‘eolor of the thread. . L
_ Wen all wore long underwsar. 1 made their ﬁndprwqar

from cotton. flannel for the winter end drilling for tlie summer.

»
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ﬁickory shirts for every day and percale for dundaye. The
girls' and my dresses ﬁare made of calico,'gingham and
outing-cloths Gur underwear was made.fram dome s tic- for

:

the sumwer tiimmed witu yards and yards of hand-mude luce.

Thers uerafnot'maﬁgahéts for thé ‘plonser girl; she ware
4 ’ - -

\ pooET . ,
mostly sunbonnets” unc fascinators or hoods for winter. unce
) v .t -

A

in a great wnile we would have a dress of casnmere or challis. .

¢ FQODS.‘

4

. Py
&
124

d brouéht enough meal flour; a hundred¢ pounds of white
sugar, & Qundred pounds of green coffna, lard dried fruit

beans, peas, apples and evarything we used at hcmp "to last

8 /
a year atileast. ug had{squr dough bread all that winter

e

until my husband went_for our cows. He d£ove fhrough éhirty ’

milk cOﬂé when he did.go for them and we were never out of |

nilk and butter again. 4 have made a lot of soap ‘from butter.

Jeo J. 1ived with us for nine years. but had to build a shack \

and live om his owm quarter to prove up after this céun;:ry- ‘

wys givén to UklahoOma. , |

. ¥URL.

all the woody;p had to burn And the posts to fbncé‘wiéh' ‘

‘had to.be gotten from the indinn Reservation snd it always

¢
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took two or three days. for two men to go gat one 1bud. 1 _
_elways had to cook enough bread to do them while hauling
wood. Sometimes two or three of the neighbors would all ;

.go the samé‘day and we 1liked thaé better for the men could
halp each other if there was troubls with the indians or
if any one got stuck in the river.

:We only fenced a twenty acre pasture for‘tho,hnrses
that first winter but as 9Vqryﬂbdy’a cattle ranged out ?é had |

- to fencn our crops. We mdde fine wheat ind Terd the first
) &
" year right on'the sod but went elsewhere to tuy our corn at

4

By ” ——————

25 cents per buyshel.

w

'
N

'We raiged a lot of garden st&ft from ﬁha start. Our
. Y

cushaws Were the finest in the country. L 1like them be'tter:

4

baked with plqnty of butter and a little sugar or swpptening

\

of some kind spread over them than L do sﬁpet pqtatOQS.

We always had plenty of sorghum for ginqarbréad end
K} ‘ . . M

" other cakesS. A mun Just north of us by the_same name but

no kin made up sorghum and we always took our caie there for
A ' -~ o
. , '
him to make up. 4% was a toll mill. ‘e made it up for a
' . ‘ S ,
“part of tﬁé sorghum,- 4 so00n quit fooling with green <offee,

fusl was too dear, and i begen- to use Arbuckle 's parched
v ~ . )

coffee, It was more economical and better too. . o

4
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SCHOOL.

there was already a achéol‘bgilt at oérinth before 1
had aﬁy children old enough to go. MWe had & three mo;tha
frée school. 4hey also had preaching in the school haﬁse.'
she achool house was mo;ed away and made into a dwelling

¥

house When the HeSter school was built. At firet we only
had sehool in the sumier und e tried o hava school in the
day time and‘cﬁurch at night. *

. | i remenber three of the 61§4t1me preacﬁers vnr§ welle-
?rothar Hnghes, Srother panks and Brother McCuiétion. 1
think they are all dead now vut Brother McCuiston who lives,
at Hollis,

" #e hed a good desl ofjsicknesa and i£ was not ver& eusy’
t01gét a doctor. my husband .died léazing me with five chil:
dren. the oldnsgktoﬁrteen ée;rs old .nd ;hé*ﬁoung;st’fiftoen
months. ‘ ]

..ds Jo never married snd helped mé‘%o raiéa the children.
it seemed to m~ "some of’ ﬁs ware always having me;asles or

something for we would not usually have a diseuse 41l ut one

time but would string it cut.

104
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We were oh, the muin highway when the muil begun to
come to Murtha. We could 0 out wnd hand the woil man
+ i t )
- v

a letter to mall wny tine we s4w him passing but we hwd to

go to ddrtha for our mail. We always tcok the wazllus Semi-
' ' R “w! )
teekly News «ud Jeo Jeo took the Aansas Lity, dtar.
. . !
peing right on the highwuy und having,: well of sclt, -
water .nd our house sitting uwuy buck from the Uy wWitsn ©

N

fence built running down to the heuse .nd no gutes 'fo-cpem, -

people often stopped to cunp on our place. . . ; -

Une night =bout darh a covered wagon stopped anl atked
Cpermissica lo camp. &fter cugper the boys wunted tclgo down -
. . . \

and visi't with the campers. 1 Jid not want them to }kxd ‘tuout

.
< .

that tire there wae a knock 4t the door und on 09911.1118\11; I
S \

found thut five .17:3¢d mei: had »iddes up-to wy door. Whey
R ) . ) .

suid, "Don't Ve sfruiu, we only wamt {0 know abdut these

. > ;
canpers oR y uwliund oub here, do yeu anow Lhem¥? 1-%t0ld them
- : [

that 4 did not. ‘ ;

¥

ES

e

!

- |
They then told me that ihere hud been 4'mug killed neur
Uranite and while they did not think ths mqn iu the coversd
wagon had xilled Lim théy thought pgrh# pS he was helping toe

killer to get:”bug of the cocuntry. ' A y

~

RN



| | | - 103
' - S . 199

A4

CHANTY, MRS 5. M. INTERVIEW. 4513,

-8- -

mhat a night we did have!

The armed men ished permission to search the place.
in s fev'ﬁinutes the man éamping cam; and asked ;o bOrTOW
u 11%%1a oil for his l&ntarni' While m; oldnst'boy went to
get the ofl the officers tume . .nd made the mun who wus
camping stand ir the 1light unfil,they had searched him..
shen they ment off to the wagon with him.

the worfan in tgo coiarad WagOn came Next and‘said,sha

| had twin baby girls who seetiid to be sick tnd asked if she )
could stay all night. Une of our children WUS'taking'
the meusles so we eould not let her stay. . .
rpéSe people finelly hiteh~d .up and drove =wiy in the
:qight and we never he.rd if they had anytﬁing to do with ;h;'
murderef or not. ' N ) - .

I never sgﬁ much of the L&:Ean; bﬁt ence in & whila
thers wauld'bé,e‘rumor that the indi-ns wre on the war pith
snd we neighbors woulds get together for'brotéction for 2 few
days. S o . .

: -,

i livad 3111 ulone and raispd my children <nd sometimas
wo were frightenod but thn neighbors were always good to
help me with the children and then 1 had Jo Jdo, their uncle, .
to help. ihe children are all grown now. Those pioneer days

. might have been hard days but thsy were happy days for me.

A
>
) , s &



