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Virgil Coursey, tfield Worker
SIndian-Pionecr History
June 1 11, 193.7

An interview with W. Fox Crembers,
513 Vest Peeen, Altus," Cklah ^a .

I'm an old cow rr.an. During iny ramblirrgs around

here and yon, I have lived in a number of frontier

pieces. In 1";65, I drifted into th is part of the

country and set*">ed near the bend of Morse "Tench

Creek. At tnat tine a l l th i s part of Cklah^na was

free grazii g land for c a t t l e . There were thousands

of beadtof ca t t l e , ca t t l e of various branJds grazing

together. Har,ch headquarters ^ ere located at various

points, end there were numerous l ine eanps* Two

men were stationed at eaeh caiap. rjLheir duties were

to ride a certain range, and keep/ the ca t t l e pushed

back within a certain teri*itory.

Vnen they le f t caiip, one man v,ould ride in a

certain direction, say eas t , un t i l he net the r ider

fron another carrp. These camps were usually some

fifteen to twenty miles apart . The other raan would

ride west in a l ike manner unt i l he i.iet a rider from

the ceinp west OTT him. By this arr«ngerifnt a .sort of

network was formed, end if each individual did his

work thoroughly everything worked fa i r ly smooth, and

the ca t t le were kept within the i r specified range.

Now there were cattlemen in both Texas and
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who used unscrupulous i.'jethods. These un-

priacipled men did not hesi ta te to s e l l ca t t l e of a

brand other thantheirown if they could get away

•with i t . Rounaup was r.*de at certain in tervals ,

usually twice a year, ii; order that ca t t l e ndrht be

divided as o brand, and ruarketec or disposed of

83 the owners saw f i t . Jor instance, after the

ca t t le were a l l rounded up if sorte ca t t l e of X brand

were seen they were.cut out and pushed eside.
i '
i.

Those of another brand were cut out end pushed into

another renge, e tc . After a">l the cat t le ?eve sep-

arated a l l young cflves were branded. Of course,

cdves usually followed the i r r.others and ownership"

was thus determined. Occasionally a calf of a

foreign brtr.d was fo .nd in e bunch of c a t t l e . This

was usually due to an-error, th^agh sorati/.es i*

had been deliberately driven in v,ith the other brand.

In i',.e old days there wes a t r a i l leacii.p out

of Texas end gping iato Kansas. The cattlemen used

tr.is tr 'ail in carr;iLf the i r ca t t le to L^erket. 7t«.

lo r t a was a (-rood sto.-k i.-iarket, though I believe there

were lucre ca t t l e shipped froii. points in '^ensas. T.'/ile

driving their ca t t l e over this t r a i l unscrupulous

cattlemen picked up other brands of ca t t l e end sold
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th'em. To protect the honest cattlemen an organization

known as the "Cowmen1 s £ssocietion" was formed1.

I, en were s ta t i jne . at strategic points to prevent

cattle from being stolen or froi. drifting in with-1

cattle on the way to market. Such men would a'oi.e-

ti..es follow a^drove of cattle for a dey or two

until they were veil out of .is rr.nre to be certain

t._at noi.e of his bra.'.d Lad been carried away. This

jcrb was calleu cutting cat t le .

I have l:ad. cuite a bit of experience in

catting cat t le . I tr ied' to do r;.y y,b V7e13 end to

be f-air to everyone concer.ed. I hf-ve known :.en

..avlr..~ difficulties over- cat t le , but I never in

ny life neu any li.isunderatandings.

In ord^r to understanc better r.ov: this

Covrnen's a^sociauion vork^-a, "* et us follow a Lunch

Tif cat-tle "o th.e ;.^r"rct. Suppose .or s e e reason

t few cat'Je of foreirm brei.o rot i.ixed in the

crove. ':;e r u k nature!"1 y think that they would

:.e 30n a with the entire lo t . '".it this was not t:\e

case. Inspectors vere pro&ent to see the catt le

loaded. All catile with a foreign brand v^re cut

out, a.-d the rifhtful owners received checks for
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the market value of his c a t t l e . All members of

the b3sociGtj.on r o i s t e r e d the i r c e ^ ' e br?nd in

order that ownership coulc be deter:;!, rd.

Sup' l ies for Vu8 r&r.ches vo/e •icue'^y sc-c ired '

fron Veruon or 1 M* u:\. They were !,ou~:vt ir. suf-

f ic ient a&ntities to loot ;';r so. e t i - e . Canned

poods such as seli..on and t^~:.at;>es ' . ' r e bo ..rht in '

l e t s of ten or twelve c-ir.es, sev^rel s' c s 0* s >r&r

vere parcrased K+. y e *.:. c , ar.d oil othc-r cor-

: o i i t i " s such as flou^, leru, btitus,. e t c . , were

bo .pjht i.. ler^e -u&'ntities. 'en yor^lnf: for i erre

catti e concerns r'jr~ ,"iven plenty of r^od fo^d £"d'

E, jood var ie ty .

T Vve had experis~ce in ev ry phe3e of the
*

catt le busi 'os?, and 1 v.-̂ rl:ec fro:.i the ve.vt-rn pert

:f She state tc the Indian ".er-itory on the east .

I ^rou.-ht a r.e^ro l^y *o C'-.l&hir.a, probably

"o e of the f i r s t in th is part of the cov . t r / . I

fcourht hi: i Louisiana and '-;ept hir, un^il he wes

fifteen "cers of t *e. I'e v&s in the Wor"5 c War.

I vorked "or the Carruther boys Tor ruite a

v.hile. L> t-er I vrorked :or the \":,ite brothers.
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They were fine luen, men of. honesty enc integrity.

However, I made i..ore ::;or,ey tra irr r.orses tran 1

ever i.4ide vorlri^ '̂ :>r others. In feet, I cheered

ylO.CO to every o:;e ao^er vrorh'iii'-; ' 'ir v-res.

One of rr.y bud'eies announce, to :.;e o:;e cay

that he was getting rrarrieo, and showe. : .e 6 l e t t e r

fror ho. .e ir which r.is fariily congratulated hir. on '

his decision to t&ke unto hi:»self a wife.

ITov? J knew there were very few wonen in the

country, and I was ruite sure Bill intende. \ .arrying".

an Indian, but I said nothing. 3ill t.ook his le.ave

and I heard nothing fron. air., for several rionths.

Then I heard from a cowboy thet Bill had really

:.arried an Inui-an, and was finding i t tough "shedding."'

to r.xke a l iving. ^

° A few days I t t e r I rode into my canp and fo.ind a

couple of Indian squaws in possession. They were '

cooking in my pots and were using iuy water bucket •

to wash clothes in. I asked the s^'.aws where Pi l l

was and they" looked "blank and said "No sa\y," though

I knew they understood perfectly well what I had

•said. Ibout that tiiue I saw a mail's coat laying .̂

over on a box. I walked over, picked i t up and
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began going through the pockets. Pretty soon I

found a let ter . I t was the letter that ?.ii\ got '

froiii liis fotks beck hoi.,e.

I picked up my hat and told the h^iav-s to .

t e l l ^ i l l when he car© in that 1 was going to k i l l

a beef, I knew tha t Bill was hungry and t a t he

hesita-teu c a l l i n g on Die.

V'ell, I iuet Bi l l on my way back to canip.

After so: e s l i g h t embarrassment, - i l l was h i s old

self and we had a nice v i s i t , and he adr.itte-.. being

hungry.- He, said tha t the Indians could eat more

at one meal-than any people he ever saw and could

put t h e i r ii.eels f u r the r apar t than anyo're. He jus t

couldn ' t £et used to eat ing the t way. T'e prefer red

less food a t more regular i n t e r v a l s .

I loved the Ind ians . T .ey were the bes t people

on the face of the e a r t h . They vere my besA f r i enus .

However, they s t o l e one of my ?rize : ;orses. I was

working near 1,'orth Fork of the r i v e r , and lied these

horses on pasture next to thr r i v e r . The Indian

reservat ion was ju s t across the r i v e r ,

I had reason to bel ieve the Indrans had taken

my horse but I aid not want to have any t rouble with
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them, so I aaid nothing. One day I was on the

Indians' t e r r i t o ry when suddenly I rode up on

Lone Wolf, .Chief of the Klowas. V.'e stopped ; nd

talked a while. We had always been friendly when

we met. v/heL I started to leave I said, "Lo-r̂ e Wolf,

come go back with me and take supper with me." Lone

Wolf looked et me a moment and seid,nLaybe so I go."

And without further ado turned and rode hone with me.

I had a t ig pot of beens cooked, plenty of

fresh beef .killed and .managed to prepere Lone Wolf

a real good substantial sUpp'er which he ate with

evident r e l i sh . Tie had a nice v i s i t and i t was

quj-te la te when he departed. I asked him to return

the next day and bring his family 'for dinner. Tie

srnilec broadly and replied, "Haybe so I come,"

" The next day Lone Wolf returned with his

fai-ily, and spent the day; They; seemed to enjoy

every minute of the time. When they s tar ted to

leave Lone Wolf's wife asked me for some soda. I
. . . . *e ...

gave I t to her. Then she asked for some flour and ' l>

she got tha t , * -"

^e n l , I f e l t sure that I ied th i r ent i re j

confidence end friendship. I commands.' their

respect by kindness. Next day, sometime, I looked
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out and saw my stolen horse grazing in the

pasture with the res^ of -the horses.

After Lan^uia developed into a town I ran

the f i r s t wagon yarirvfchere. I was partner with

Colonel Risin&er.

I am proud of my ancestors. Fy father,

Ed Chafers , was a -noble gentleman of Tennessee.

He fought in the Civil War and was in the l eg i s -

lature some sixteen years. And I an pr-ud of

ray ov.n record, in that I have carried out the

tradit ion of our family—that of fa i r and honest

dealings with everyone.

\


