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An interview with W, Fox Crambers,
€13 Vest Peean, aAltus,” Cklah ra,

I'm an oid cow ran. During my ramblings asround

~ e

here end yon, I havg lived in s number of frontier

( ¢
places. In 17&8%, I drifted into this pert of the
country and set*led near the bend of lorse “ranch
Creek. At tnat tire all this part of Cklehoina was
free grazi. g land for catt]é. There were fééﬁéandé
of headsof cattle, cattle of various brands s«rezzing
together. Ranch headquarters - ere located at various
points, end there were numerous line cawps. Two
ren were stetioned at eseh Canp. Their cuties were
to‘ride a certain renge and keep/ the cattle pushed
back within a certein territory.

_ wnen tney left caup, one man vwould ride in &
certain direction, say east, until he met the\rider
from enother ceirp. These canps were usually some
fifteen to twenty miles apert. fﬁe other man would
ride west in a like manuer until he et & rider from
the cerp west off him, 3By this ar;qhgement a sort of
network was formed, and if each individ&a] did his
work thoroughly everything worked fsirly smooth, end

the cattle were kept within their specified range.

Now there were cattlemen in both Texas angd
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Oklshcaa who usel unscrupulous e thocs. These un-
pri.cipled nen éidQnot hesitate to sell cetile of a
brand other thantheirown if they could get'away
with 1t, Rounoup wes rsde el certein intervels,
usuaily~twice a vear, iu order that cattle undeht be
¢ividec¢ 8s o bragd, and marketec or dis.osed of
es the owners ssw fit. Tor instence, after the

catile were sll rounded up if some cattle of X brand

’

wvere seen they were.cut out end pushed eside,

t
4

Those of another brand were cut out end vushed into

anotl.er renge, <tc. Af'ter all the cattle rere sep- .

areted all young ce#lves were brended. 7f course,

celves usually followed their mothers end ownership”

waes thus determined. OQOccasionally a csglf of a

foreign brend was fo.nd in e bunéh of cetile. This

was ususlly aue to en-error, thoragh soretices it

had been de‘}berate‘y driven in with the otiier brand.
n t.e 0ld davs there wes a traeil leacdiiz ocut

of Texas wnd going i.ato Xensas. The cattlemen used

tzis treil in cerrring their cattle to .erket. Tt..

Wortn wes a xo&é sto.k markef, though I believe there

vere mwore cattle shipred fron pointg in “ensas, W ile

driving their cattle over t.is treil unscrupulous

cattlemen picked up other brands of catile end sold

- ~
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thhems To protect the honest cattlenen an organizstion

v

xnown as the "Cowmen's fssocietion” wss rormed.

lLen were stetiaée. at strategic'points to prevent

cat"le from being stolen or froi. drifting in with -

cettle on the way to markef. Suech men woiald goue-

ti..es follow a_drove of catile for e dsy or two

1ntid tﬁey viere vell out of .is rinsre te be certain

t..at no..e of Lis bra.d rned been carriec¢ away. This

job was celleu cuttiné cattle. .
1 have ..&ad cuite a Sit of experience in

catting cat*le, I tried’'to c¢ony j°b well end to

- O

te fair to evervone concsr.ed. 1 licve known :@.en
Levins difficulties over:cattle, but I never in
ry 1ife ned any nisunceratandingse.

In oré.r 1o understanc better how this

Cowsen's arsocisvion vorkea, “et us Tollow & lunch

\

2f eaile 0 the nartet. SunTsse L Or SO. € Teeson
£ Tew catlle o7 foreign odrend ot ixXed in the

crove. ‘ze voilu natare?’y think that ther would

e s30%c with the entire 1zt. "ut tiis wes not tne
e |

cuse. Inspectors vere pres=ut to see the cettle
losded. A1l castile with 8 foreiga brend vere cut

ut, a.d the rightful owners received chec'ts Jor
B
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the market value of his csttle, All members of
the sssociation reristered their ca*~"e “Srend in

order that ovnership c¢oulé Le detenid. ed, '

i

Suprlics for %ue ranches ve,e noue’ly secaired

from Veruosn or !sn ur.. They were Lou~nt in =af-

s

rieigrt aentities to laot for co0.e ti-e. Canuec

Fools such as sclron end touaties v e bo ght ine

lots of ten or twelve cises, severel s°C 8 07 S .28l

So?

Tere paverasec vt > 6 tl.¢, and all othar cov-

»0liti~s such as flou~, lerd, besns,.ete., were

v

ba ht 1. lerce - ientities. en worging lor Yerce
cet:le concerns ver~ ~iven plenty of rrod fo~d &rd

-

¢ 203 variety.
T %rve hgd experiz-ze in ev ry phese of the .

ce**le husiresr, and I worice: from the vest-rn nert

[y
>

~? %he state tc the Incian "er-idory on the east.

[
|82
H
[
»1 -
v
t
[\
¢4)

e Ly Yo (lerora, probhsbly

O ¢ of the first in this pert o7 theco atry. I

tought hit 1 Louisiena and “ept hin un*il he wes .
. -
fifteen ecers 2Ff v-e, I'e ves in the Wer'd Yer,

I worked "or the Carruther boys Jor cuite a

viile, L.o%er I wrkeé ror the ¥.ite brothers.
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_, They were fine men, men of. honesty enc inteprity,
Yowever, 1 mede nore money tra i norses tran 1
ever Lacde vorcine “oHp otters. In fact, I clecered

S

+10.CC to every oune w’ler worzine “nAr wures,

’ B KA
One of my budcies anneunce. to e oue cay

.

thet e wes redting rarriea, and showe. :e & letter
¥

fror ho e in which his farily congratulated hinm on
3 r .
his decision to teke unto hiiself a wife,
ilow J knew there were very few wolien in the

country, and I was cuite sure Bill intende. 'arrying .

a
©

an Indian, but I said nothing. 2i11 took his leave \

and I rneard notiring fron hin for several months.

v

Then I heard from a cowboy thet 2i11 hed really:
rarried an Incien, and wes finding it tough "s'edding."

to mexe a living. . ’

A »

- A few days liter I rode into> my cenp and founé a

couple of Indisan sqguaws in possessious They were

o

cooking in my pots and were using ny weter bucxet

~ to wash clothes in. I asked the sraws where 2ill
. .
wos and they looked blank and seid "No savy," though
4

I knew they understood perfectly well what I had
seid. About that tine I sew & mAn's coet laying

. P
over on & box. I walkec over, picked it up and

-
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began goiﬁg‘th?ough the pocketé. Pretty soon T
found a letter. It was the letter that "iT1 got -
grom Als folks beck hone. |

1 picked up my het anc £o1d the seuews to .
tell 211l when he care in that 1 was going to kill
a beef. I knew that 3i11 was hungry ehd t ;t he
hesiteteu calling on @e.

’Well; I net 3ill oﬁ ﬁy way back to camp.
After goxe slight ewbarrassment, =ill was his old
gelf and we had & nice Qisit, ané hé admitte. being

hungry.- zz/said that the Indiens could eet more

at one inegl -than any people he ever sew and could

put thei; neels furtier apert than anyore. Xe just
couidp't‘get usec to eating thet wey. e preferred
less food at more regular interva]sﬂ

& loved the Indiané. T ey were the best people
on the face of the earth. They were my bes* f{riencs.
éowever, they stole cne of my »rize orses. I was

; ;

working nesr Lorth Fork of the river, and hed these
sorses on pasture next to the river. The Indian
reservation was just écfoss the river.

8 & ;

I had reason to believe the Indians had taken.

my horse but I uid not want to have any trouble with

126
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tgem, so I seid nothing. Cne dey I was on the
Ind}ans' territory when sddden’y I rode ug‘on
Lone Volf, Chie%'of the ¥iowas. Ye stcpped’znd
tal%ed a while. We had always been friendly when
we met, Wheg I starte’ to leave T saild, “Lone Wolf,
coie gg back with me and teke subper with me." Lone
Wolg léokeﬁ et me a moment and gsid,"haybe so I go,"
And without further ado turned end rode hore with me.

I had a Lig.pot of beens cooked, p]éhtfygf
fresh beef killed and managed to prepere Lone Wolf
a8 real good substantial Supper which he ate with
evident rerish., Ve had a nice visit end it wes
guite late when he devarted. I asked him to return
the next dey end bring his family for dinner. Tie C
smilet broacly and‘repligd, ;qube so I come," gu:

- The next day Lone Wolf returned with his

fsuily, and spent the dsy. They seered to enjoy
every minute of the time. When they started to .

lesve Lone Wolf's wife asked me for sorne soda. I

‘gave it to her. “Then she asked for some Tlour and

.
ot

o

she got that. ~ 2
' /
ve'l, I felt sure that I le&d th ir entire /
. ) f
confidence end friendship. I cormande: their | / y

regspect by kindness., Next day, sometime, I looked /
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out and saw my stolen horse'grazing in the
pasture with the rest of ﬁhe horses.

After Lansug §eveloped into a town I ren
the first wagon yar@there. 1 was parti;er with
Colonel_Risingef.

I am proud of my ances%&fs. ¥y father,

Ec Chambefs,was a noble gentlepan of Tennessee.
e fought in the Civil Wer end was in the legis-
lature sone sixteen vears. And I an proud of
ny own record, in that I have carried out un'

tradition of our family--that of fair and honest

dealings with everyone.
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