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Field Vorker: Nannie Lee Burns
, May 26, 1937.

Interview with WMrs. Cormelia ¢. Chandler
Fairland, Okla. (Cherokee Indian)

1}

Born Cherokee Co., North Carolina,
' April 9, 1861.
Parents Eliza B. Morris of N. C., mother.
Bdward P. Sharp from Va., father.
. i

Mother's early life: _She was sent to Frankin
to boarding school and they had a nice home with
coafortable surroundings.

64 .

Grandfather was a whits man but grandmother

”~

vas a fullblood. %Fhen the soldiers were hunting the
Clisrokees and rounding them up to start on the "Trail
of Tears," the people were hunéed like cattle. They '/
went through their hones, rippiné’open the feather f
bgda, destroyinz the beegums, the corn and making the
country as desolate as possiblg. Many tried to hide
from them. A men named Scott was the leader of the /
soldiers.

There was an 0ld man, who was biind, and Lis

wife who were friends of mother and would carry word
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ia'her and others when. the sbldiers'wer; éomin§. Once
ghe and two other girls hid for two éays under a
osféep bank'neér the water and Quring that time they
heard'th soldiers going through the timber and bushes-
above them. | ‘
John KcKee, one of fé? soldiers, fell in lévo
with mother and she later married him and after his
 death she married my father. _
My grandfather, who was a white man, obtained
permission from the government to bring his family to
the Indian Territory at a later date, so it was not t1ll

in the ysar of 1867 that he headed a party of seventy-two

~

-

persons including my gféndparenta, my parents and other

families and our relations and all started for their

new home. There mere only three families in the crowd

;ho were not of our femily. ' . e
The party céye to Cleveland, Tennesses, in -

wagons, then by traiﬁ part of the way and the b;lence

of the way to Fort Smith by steamboat. Here we were

met by relatives and friends and smong them was

Stand Watie.” This was imn April. In thg party was a

Missionary Baptist Minister and the party.d4id not travel



' CHANDLER, CORNELIA C. INTERVIEW.
156

o

on Sunday but had services wherever they mighé be and
also é service each night. - His name was John Shell.
He afterwards went blind and is buried af the noy
Sequoyah School.

The country where we land' was a wilderness;
the cane was high as a house, no roads, oniy‘traila.

The new home: O?r firsy home was in the
Goi&ésnake District and we livaé two years near Evans-
ville, Arkansas. Log houses héd to be built, land
prepared for farming and in fact everything from the
beginning. According to the /terms of the removal,
grandfather was to be allowed for bringing his p&rty
through and they were to have a year's rmtions, certain
farming tools, etc.; but he received nothing._ Grandu‘
father went to the Choctaw Nation and bought some
milk cows and gave them to each of his children. He »
gave my mother two. Uncle Morris soon had some sheep .
and this was a great help as calico wa; $2.00 and
43,00 per yard, so of dourse we had to‘spin{and weave
our own cloth. Flour mas $6.00 per hunired and we
only had biscuits on $unday, sugar only occasionally,

browned wheat for coffes and the first year my father
/ .
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pefl twenty-rive conﬁa'pg? day for one horse to make
his first crop. Some drew rations but we did not

and tﬁe cows were wild, hard to milk and had to be
run into .a aaeet-{;;nd.tioa down at first till they.
grew gaptle. We cooked on -the fireplace, thouéh.;t
our old homn'in North Carolina we had a pot rack m;do
of stsel aoross, and hooks for the pots were in’ ‘this
and in this way the pots could be hung above the fire.
We washed with a battling stick, made our own soap
and used indigo bluing. Colored our gwﬁ cloth, using
hickory bark for &eliow;_;tct Cooking pots an& ovens
were of iron. )

' The first gewiﬁg machine looked like an apple
peeler. ‘Befo?a'that time all cléthing was made by
hand 20d .fo: strongth was backstitched. The stitch
on the mﬁchiné looked liks a chain on the underside
or the cloth. |

We had tan yards and made most of the shoes
as a good pair}of shoes cost from $3.00 to 34.00 per
pair. Often have 1 gone barefooted till I was near
church and then, put ;n my shoes and, on leaving, after
we were out of. sight, take off our'ahoes and carry

them to save them. Our money was mostly gold coin.
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When thers was sickness or death among us,
the neighbors stopped eyerything and took care of
them, sitting up nights,\oven making the coffin,
digeing the-g;av:Q and ﬁé%tlng the house to rights, etc.,

A}
in fact we shared our troubles and our joys.
~ 2

In 1870 StandWdtie came one day‘to see my

At )

mother. Grandmotheg;as at our house and they talked
4 ‘§ “é .

in Cherokee till iste in the evéning. He was a short,

Y ~
fat msn and was riding-a pony with a blanket but no

~

saddle. He and Col. Bell were brother-in-laws. Later
Col. Bell who was much Sider than I tried to come to

-

see me. Stand Jatie was a brother of grdhdmotﬁbr.

i o .

#ild game was plqniiful. Often we would see
deer on the way to and from school. The prairie chickens
would light in the yard, and the‘pigeéna weée BO RUMBTOUS
that sometimes they would da;ken the sun. Turkeys could
be had any time. The deer as. venison was dressed and
salted end kept for winter. I was vféry small but I
remember the day tha? the Nationals de Downings met
at the Ggorga48cott prings near Stflluoll. We all

came horsedack with %randrather. They talked all |

day and it was ?bout!four q'cloqk in the arter?qon when

158
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they came to a decision and instead of woting ;;;;\\\\\\\\\\\\

all stood in line and {he head of the line, my
Uncle Mack Morris, shogok hands with the man behind

him and this man with the one behind him and so on

down the line and this/ was their way of ac?npting

$

the agreement.

Most of the o def people were Baptists and
very attentive at seryices. ] have ssen them take a
ingle verse and tal ab?ut (d{scuas) its meaning
or a long time. Then t&o they had the toot-uaahingé.
he ﬁntruder,was arregted they ;a

When Payne,

/
amped over night with him at our spring on their

-2 o

ay to Fort Smith. | He wels a tall, ?arkcnmnﬂaxioned

oo
Vo

man with mustache.|.
Barly Schgols: My first school was taught

aw, Lloyd walcﬁ.=rThe building was

about ten fest square and built of logs with no chimmey

"and a dirt flcor/, with split logs %o sit on. We only

:Ed school in wirm weathir.\ next,zl attended school at
neyard, Arkeysas, and walked two milgs. Then the

cfitizens built a buildiné at ‘'Muddy Spninga. This was

three miles. [Then grandfather wmd othe&s built a large

building of Yogs out this had a ch{nmay and was used

ibol and church’ at Cleq}water. chause of



OHANDLER, CORNELYA O. INTERVIEW.
P. 7

160

\ N A
lack of good lights, we seldom had aervioaa at night ‘

~ for Ef“fE“t‘ttmn"uur“oniyw%%ghtqwaa_nandlgnkgmL : .

knots. ‘ N h _T~_\Tz
Mother died when I was nine years old

father when I was fourteen, so then E was aent go

the Cherokes Orphan Asylum at'8&11na. where ‘I remained

two years, Rev. Watt Duncan was in charge. He was

more than teacher, h; was our daddy. Tﬁcre were 250

children there and a;ong them ﬁis three little girls.
Marriage: Pebruary 6, 1879, I married John A.

Chaﬁdl;r. We were married by the clerk of the

Flint District. We lived at my home for a month till

Will Littlejohn came to us and asked us to go and keep

e e o e

house for him as his wife had recently died and he had
four small children end one of them a baby. We étayod \ .
tﬁore from April till November, when we moved to our |
first home about three hundred yards from Gravel Hill -
.and hete in Deegmber, my first baby was born. We had \
a double log house with a hall between and a porch. \
A log crid and cow lot, A fine spriﬁg, a good orchara

and about seventy-five acres in cultivation. We lived

hers ten or fiftesn years. X //
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My husband waa a toachor_ and 1n' all taught L.
1 3 .

th»i—rty-thzee yearn.» Ho taught in Arkansas, and in .
 Oklshoma. Tunty-fivmantaachin&iia sgn -

’*"*- B .

this state. At one time only six of his pupila T
ipoke éngnsh.
My dldest child started to school at five and
for the last fifty-two years I have had one or more . .
children in school. I now have two grand-daughters
living me me who are going to school. People often ©
remark to me how straight Y am and I tell them‘that
- {8 from sitting on school benches without any back. Y
I had nothing to lean on and had to sit up; "
From there, we moved to Pre;irie City, now w‘
Ogo?hee where we lived on my.siskter's place thres years
and my husband taught school two years. At that time,
' Mr. Ritter hal a store there and Mr. Audrain was postmaster.
. Our nearest treding point was Seneca, Missouri, where
Mcéar}non had ae good gensral store.
\ ,wé moved ’Eo Pairland in 1917, and my husband

died May 8, 1918.
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Wie had a large happy family of the roflowing

_’cﬁildren: _

Felix C. Barn June 8, 188l1; Claud born
December 12, 1879; Myriie May, born April 25, 1884;
J;hn De Wit born October 27, 1886; Ben Harrisop,
bofn December 15, 1888; Fannie Wapira)ﬁorn Ju}y 24, 199#;
Homer Edward born September 20, 1893; Robert Elmer born
February 16,'1896; Otto Oornoliua)lqrn Aﬁguat 20, 1898;
Lgﬁra COQengjﬁorn December 31, 1900; and Rebeoca.ct,born
April 14, 1904." Of these Felix, Myrtie, John and
annio have passed on. I had two siaters older than
myself now living near me; namely, Mrs. Rebecca Angel

‘og Oéechoe who ;a 80 years old and Mrs. Fannie Chaﬁdl;r
of Fairland who is 82 years old. My brother, John C..

Sharp has passed on.



