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. Field Worker's name.  Maude_ i, Fink. -
This 'report made on, (date) auguat 12, 1937.
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1. Name :--..—--..__. _.—._Jma_wﬁ.u

- . ¢
l -

- 2. Post nffice Addrasc Yeatherford, Qklahomas o - - i
<. Residence address (:r location) 19315 Wegt Er1nk]ih Strest.
4. DATT CF:“IRTH: NV _, Pecembax &Y. & Year 1552

5. Place ¢ l‘).rth ( :XanLﬂ]e...gannﬁSSBQ‘ e

. J )

B . ame of,Father john H.. Uates,. Pluce of bi?th Knoxville;,
- . . N p Tennessee ..
- Other informati o uboub £ather Farmer., '

S A . T :
7. Name of * .ther _Sygap Gates._ . __ Pizce of birth Knoxville,

Tennessees - -

Other inférmation ab ub mother Housewife. e

o )

- ——

Totes .or complete narrative by sle field worker dealing wit)l the
life'and story of tl.e lercén interviewed. Refer to Lianual far
suggested csubiects und guestiong., 5 ntinue on blanx sheets if
necessary und attach firmiy Lo 4this ferm.  Number ol sheets
attached . - ~ 4 . . _— L
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CATES, n. JUHN.

- Maude M. Fi‘nk,
Intervievwer.
sigust 12, 1937,
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~ Mr. vates came to‘uklahl Ein 1898 and/éamg to Auxier, N
five mi}és north of Colony.//ﬂe'cam from Norﬂéern Miégouri,
-o; the train to Bl Reno. .’/ ;

Mr. brooks, a brother-in-law of Mr. Catés)met the Cates
ramily‘atlﬂi Reno and brought them out to suxier in a wagon.
The Gates. family visited a while with the Brooks family and
then filed/qn a claim. , They finally w»ﬁt back'tq‘ﬂdsSburi’
after their things and got ready to move. 'Mr.,Gétes %as
working for the railroad, ih&thiﬁ way he got féee £r§néportétion.
Whgn they returned from missouri the‘Choctaw ﬁgilroad had just

gotten through to Wéétherford 80 the Cates family came all the *
\ L . )

way to Weatherford on the train.

LY

The country was rough and all the good land Wwas taken. -
The people had five years to prove up on a claim, they had to
establish residence in six months, then stay on a claim for

six months, but most of them just moved on and stayed on their

¢laim.

\

Chayenne and Arapaho reéervétions and the Colony school

t

ware already established and €olony was a little town.
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Some'places on the ¥fashita Hiver*were bridged, ut
mostly you had to ford the river. Uown by Cloud Chief/, fifteen.

miles northeast of Cordeil,there was & bridge. Cloyfi Chief

was theycounty seat of Washita County.

then,they did not wait for hand outs.
School was in a dugout which had a dirt floor: When
they enlarged it they put in a plank fYoor. Mr. Cates served

" two years on the school board., High/Point school first started
in a dugout, now it is a one room/frame building: Hosa Brooks

taught the -first school, she had a Third Grade certificate,

‘which showed’%hat she had goyten as high as the Bighth Grade,
but ?ould teach in any of fhe common schools. Miss Brooks
got her ~ducation in Qi souri. +the seats in the school room
vere made oﬁt of lumber aﬁd were rudely constructed.

The Churéh of/Uhrist was four miles south and three miles
west of Weatherford, and John Hureid Qas the preacher. Some
réh in the dugout school house, but most of the
to tge churclh., Psople went to work and bui;t'the’

Bethel Baptist Church/six miles nortk of Colony, which is
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still in usé. ;When the church was organized there yere
eighteen ﬁembers, noQ phey have a large organization,

The men &F this communit& met and organized the Masonic ‘:
%pdge. The iodge has‘been in exisgencg now at Weatherford
for thirty-fiv? years., 1t h§9/65b§§ twenty members when it
was organized, now two or three thousand men belong to it.

The masonic Lodge is the oldest lodge therg is.

Big Jake Crossing took its name becauﬁg this crossing
was on an indian's place, who was called "Big Jake" ; he
owned “the aliotment and they crossed at his place.

The stage coach ran from El Reno to Cloud Chief, through
*Colony, Bridgeport‘a;d on to 81 Reno. From E1 Reno to Arapaho;
it c;me from B1 Renp, Bridgeport, across leer Creek where Hydro
is nas to mouth of litgle Ueer Créeg, went by old Weatherford
two miléﬁ north of where Wéatherford is now to Arapaho, cheyenng;
on to Canadian City, Texas where it intersected the Santa Fo
Railroad. ‘ | o

the Chisholm Trail came through from Texas,crossed the
North Fork of BqdeRiVer by uranite, crossed klk Creek by Blk'
City and went on to-Tgpdk;, Kansas. ‘lhen thefe wasia trail

called Pahhangle 1rail in Western Texas which startedat Mobeetie,

i
Y
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'Tbxas; crossed Canadian River to bodge City, Kénsas.
Thousands of head of cattle were driven over this trail,
longhorn 3 cattle and other,kings.

The indiané made raids on the cattle'.™ The cattle would
"be divided up between.the cowboys. There would be two or

three- different divisions. Each division would have two or
three thousand head of cattle. The indians would make raids
to get some of the cattle to eat.

‘%he frée;grass people ;ere.sﬁpposed'to be all out‘béfore
the country was opened.

The railroad went only to B1 Reno and on out to Weather-
ford in 1898; it was the Choctaw Kallroad and’ later the RQck
Islgnd boﬁght them out. .

The people iived in Augouts, some had two rooms, but
mostly one room.

indians put their dead in tre~s and o0ld wagon boxes, then-

got to burying them in the regular way.



