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Field Worker's nene _ Alens De. MoDowell

This report made on (date) _ Aupust 12, . 193

R /
1. Name George D. Cgstoe . e
& .I‘;OSt Office Address Route #1, Bartlesville, Uklahmm/

3. Residence-address (or location) Tuxedo.‘ Rartles le, Yklzh oms

4, DATS QF BIRTH: lonth . _ Hune. . Dy 8 Year1B66

5, Place of birth New‘ton coun‘by. MlSSO)A !
, e

6, Name of.,'Father Robert\ Ca,stoe // ' Place of birth Missouri
. . -
Otuer informetion about father Cherokee extraction.
. buried in Chautauqua County, Kamsas
7. Na:ne of mo*her Luteoia Sears=-Castoe Flace of blrt Kentucky

Ot jer information about mother buried in Nowate,0kla.

2

Notés ‘or complete narrative by the field woTker dealing with the life and
sto Ty 01 the person interviewed. Refer to hanual for suggestéd subjezts
and’ quest.lonso Continue on blank sheets if necessary and attvach firmly to
this form, Number of sheets attached ' 16. .
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' / Iﬂ;cerv1ew with

George D, Castoe
Route #1,
Rartle swp.lle , Oklahcma

G@o;"g;e b, Castoe was born June 8, 1866,
in Newton Cofu;ty, near Neosho, Missouri,

F‘ather/; Robert Castoe was box:n in
- Lawrence County, Missouri, died at the age
of 48 years and is buried in' Chautauqua
.Oounty, Kansas. He came to the Indian
Territory in the early 86'3 to enroll on
the Cherckee Imdian rolls. He went before
Judge Springer to enroll, but Springer.
demanded a large amount of méney from him,
if he m&e%rolied. He refu§ed and for this
reason we‘ did not 'fz;eseﬂi*vé /ggg/lzhd. i

Mother™ -L/tﬁ:écia D’eaii";s-Castoe mas born
in Kentuéky, died at the age 0of.82 years
and is buried i.n Nowata, Oklahoma.

I came to the Indian Territory with my

mrents in 1874 and settled on a farm °
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in the Territoiy, 12 miles south of Elgin,
Kansas, on Pond Oreek, in the Osage Indién
Resbrvation near anhuska; Te lived on this
farm fbr several years. ‘ 'h .
l»ny f'ather then, reﬁted a farm from John

Truagiver au@Osage. This place was located on

- /
~ Ppnd creek near Pawhuska and we resided here,

t

improving this place, 'until the earlw 801s,.

a

In 188? we ramoved to the ﬁrank Frencbman
.plac‘e‘ %: Caney River, west of Copan, in
'Washigghip.Coqgty3 where my paremts resided
flor 16 years. . * | |

While we lived near Pawﬁhska, my father
. hauled rock, with three ycke of cattle, far
some of the first briﬁges at Pawhuska,gnd -
hauleé:material for ‘e Sovernment school |
- building at Pawhuska. He also used.tﬁese :
cattle to break land fer his crop. | .

Our first home was a two story, log
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"house with three rooms down stairs and one
rﬁom above, with a rock fireplace. We had
a dug water well for household use and
- watered the stock at the creek.

ATLOTMENT OF’igmn.

The land in the Cherhkee Nation was
appraised by the Government and allotted
to the Chequee and Delaware Indians, sccord-
ing td the valuation., Some secured 60 acres
and some 160 ééres. If the land was good
and well located, it/was apprgised higher
and the acreage of tﬁé allotment was &@allere.
The Osage allotment was’handled differently

but I do not know their method.

_ EUNTING GROUNDS

The Strip - Coudtry was noted for wild game,
v the ‘ g
- and at kst time of our =2rrival here, was

about the only place where the buffalo still
existed, - |

My father ﬁéde§trips to the western Strip .
N )
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Country, and hunted buffalo with the Indians.
The wild game in our immediate viecinity

was about the usual variety, deer, antelope,

\ :
raceoon, opossum, rabbit, sguirrel, prairie

E 3

chicken, witd purkey enc quaile. '

CALP MERTINGS.

The Iniiane held their camp meetings
sevgrate from the white people. The Osages,
like the other tribes, had their qimp mee’clpgs.
These meetings varied in differert t‘ri‘;)es,
but were all carried on in a similar way, 'géch
having a @ifferent custom.r

. Th° I*ﬂi ans were/é. vgrv religious &l%?oslhﬂf*

" while they knew nothing of the Qhristianity
we practice in the present age, they were true
to théir rehgious beliei’s.

The Indian Legéad storiss were handed down
from generation to generation, 1ike.'fairy tales

in whioh every one belleveu.

The Osages held their Camp heetings in a
)
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log house, located on the creek banks on

{
~

our "farm, west ol Copen. This was 50 years
ago. The house is in a dg¢lapidated condition,

but is still standing.,
INDIAN DANCES

. The iniidns celebrated every occasion

with a -dance., There was the War dance,
%

Sun dance, Rain dance, Gmeen Coen dance,
Snake Dance;, Ghost dance, and many other
- kinds. . '

i

« . , "‘ \
The Delawares of this caunty still hold

an annual stomp dance at the Hel Fmoon héme?’d’
near Copan. | | < ’
CLOTHING.' -

The full-blood-Osage ﬁen-w5re buckskin®

] S cloth”

leggings and moccasine, bright colored/®s! irts

ar blenkets. The women wore short buckskin

legginés and. moccasins, knee length o}ofh

@irts end blarkets oz shawls . Both men and

women wore their haii in long,braids. ;//////

N
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The panoose was strapped to a board or

cradle until it was a year olad,

INDIAN HOMES

THE WIGWAM: '
" The Indil ens were an unsett 1ed class of

people, moving from place tc place. Their*x
rethod of travel was on horseback and on
foot, some having iight sprihg wagons.
The wigwam homes were easily moved gnd :
rebuilt and séon:-became the most _popular . =
‘home among t he Indiaﬁ@. " L

High poles were set up in a circls, the
top terminated in a point té\resamﬁle a ;\N
cone,;ﬁhe inside of the»wigwam‘wa§ lined -

f g n " .‘_ \. ~. é
with—woven rugs and the outside covered

with elm bark.

-"hé bark was peeled from the FBlm tree,
with a small sharp tool, whiéh, was ‘run
around the tree under the bark to 1oosen

it. The bark was then stacked like lumber
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to sedson. The ba.r]:{ was: always sec;ured in
the summer,"so it wonld be thoroilg_hly |
seasoned Tfor wintern ‘ . ,
mhe rugs for the inside of the home
were ‘woven from cat tail leaves whédh
.had been split and dried. They were then
dped with dyes mg.de 6f barks, plants and o
 roots. These rugs were 21so used for

* garpets.

THYE TEPER:

-Mhe tepee was covered v.rith' buffaelo hides.
Several hides were reqidired far one. tepecy-

The aquaws would ®ew them tightly together
// ) . e

anu stretch them firmly over the frarewrk,

‘maie ol streng, tarefully selectec peles,

-

" bouné togelier in a cone-shape. Clay an:fud

would be piled around-the base of the t
A | . /
.in the winter, to keep out the cold. ’

THE GRASS 'HOUSZ: '
The grass house was bu.th of coars/e grass
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and éod. Loing .«poles’m'z'é set up in a'cirole_,
gzja:S‘s and s‘od«was:, built around the ss;tc‘».e‘s.
These hous‘és regembie the Eskimo igloo.‘

. A hole was.dug in the ceﬁtez.' of the Indian
homes for' Bire and the  smoke was drawn through
the opening at the top of the house, mﬁere

the poles were bound together. The only -~

_light in the ndian homes was the fire ligit.

The Ysages would form small colonies end
buile tepees where tiey would eamp for several

months. They never tilled the soil, for tﬁey '

were not settled in one locaticn lcng enough

~to 1:8_.136 a crop. Thgy received rations from

the United States Government.
" ' MEAPONS
The Imians made thenr weapons of nature 8
proaucts~. Trelir wedpons oonsisted of the bow
and arrow, and the tomahawk.
The bow was inade of buffalo ribs aru bmem(.' LA ()

1

nedge., vtich was grown wild in southern Cklehcma.
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The arrow was bade of strong wood, with a
sharp flint rock head. A feather was
attached to the arrbvs; to make it sail straight.-
' The tomahawk was" shaped‘simtilan to. ov’.‘r |
present day hatchet, anﬁ‘wés ma.de of,flintlx
roek, vith 2 wood handle.f

INDIAN HORSE RACES

b

The Indians’greatest sport ‘was horse
racing. Aﬁy numbéi coultd participate in '

this sport. They raced on a straight track

and could rest assured the beat horse would
win. The prizes con31qteu of ponies, trinkets,
‘blankets and"what have you."?

INDIAN WEDDINGS

" The Osage man would pick‘a girl foy his
. ,. . - . .
.wife and the negotiation war mace with Ler.

\
.

" father. She was dot consulted regarding the
narriage. The Qbrédegroom usnally praded her

father so many ponies for the bride.
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Iif he marrieé the oldest daughter/éé the
famidy, he assumed the privolege of taking
all of her sisters, as his gives. Some
men had as many as sevenkﬁafés, providing
he had the necessary pgfbhasa vrice. The
tribal ochief performed the ceremcny, in
the native langvage;‘ly friend, John

Truegiver, had two wives.

| TOLL ERIDGES

There was &a. toll b£idge over the Arkansas
River at'Ralston,ylocated éouthwest of Gray
Horse ani one over the Arkansas River seuth of.
Ponca City, in Osage County.

. There was a t611 bridge over thp Verdizris
‘River mwear I enapah, in Howata Uounty.

There was a swinging brldge on the Jim
Day place, soutn of Bartlesv¢¢xe. This was

L 2

the ohly toll bridge in Taehington Ccunty.

-

FRRRIES

N

There was & ferry over the Arkansas River
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:-.at“annee in dsége"cbunt&, one over the

- / !

1 ' \

Arkansas Rivgf g&uth of Tulsa. and one over
X 'urand Ri/gr at- Bort Gibson. '
' Joe/ﬁeClintoek onezatcp tﬁe ferry over
Caney River at the north edre of Bartiesville.
 ROADS AND TRAILS '

The 0ld Chisholm Trail was the historical

;tréil of the Indian.Térfifory. Jesse Chisholm,

a vetewﬁ/(}herokee traaer,‘/’ﬁgved on the present
site of the 8ity of wiahita, Kansas, broke this

'téaii in the carty days. . |

; °He'loaded several ﬁagons with the usual
traders equipment and ’ol“cwed a faint tréil,

,1e:t by the Federal troops at the oulhresk
of the Civil War. Other travelers’folloWed“
this trail and it soon vecare 'known as the
Ghisholm Traile :

| This:trail paése& our home and thousands

of cattle werevﬁriven along the trail each .
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A trail from Red River, thrcugh the
Chdckasaw Natipn and the Unassigneo Tand,
joined the Chisholm Trail which led %o ' y
the cow towns in Konsas. . |

I hauled freight fromiElgin,IKansa%
igtolthe Ind ian Territory. I first hauled
cattle and lumber, then later freighted
merchandise from Monbtt, Kansas;and‘drove .
from fﬁo‘to six head of horéés to the wagon.

The trail from Elgin to Pawhuska was in

ébout the same location as the prasemnt road.

RAILROADS.

The first rallroad built in.tniQ gsection
was the' "line road" built in 1883, -elang
the Kenses-Indian Territory line. This lime
run from Géney through Elginjand Cedarvale“
to Wichita, Kansas. f |

The Santa Fe railrnad was buildt by Jdke
Rartles,from Caney, Aansas,to Col;insvﬁile,

Indian Te'.rritozy_) in the late 90's. It was
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the first ;ailfoaé'into this.,vicinity of
the - Indian Territary -and wés iater séld
" 40 the Santa Fe Reilroad. |

: . {
In 1903 the llissouri, Kansas and, Texas -

Raileo®d was completed from Coffqyﬁille,

Kappas, to dklabomé. City, Indien Terfi‘tor},r,

UISCELLANEOUS HAPEEHINGS -

346

s

Thé first automobilé”l ever saw was in 19C9,.

Ye. were mov;ng from Oolagsh; in.Rogers Gounty, to

a farm on Hogshooter Greek, 84st of BartIesville

- in Washnngton county, when we et a ouggy
type Ford autamobile. It was built simular
-to a hug J, wlth high buggy wheels. I don't
Xnow which —es the most- exc;tgd,‘the horses
o¥ the family. |
The 1argésf fish I ever caughf ﬁas in

Caney River, -west of Bartlesvil ee I caught

it with 2 hodzfnet'am}“it meighed 1CC pounds,

dressed.
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RANCE LIFE ‘

I worked for Jos Hurt Ranch in the Osage |
Reservation. Fe shipped between 15,000 and
20,000 cattle é,year. $is brand was 0000 for
the cettle end VH for his horses. o

Tou Waite owned a ranch at the headl of
Sand Creek, sonthwest of Ilgin and shipﬁed
about 6,00C head.

The Donaldsoﬁ Ranch wag located on Salt
Fork, south of Cedarvale, Kaﬁsas, in thes‘
Indian Territory. They shipnéd hetween 12 009
ani 15,6FC head. I worked for this ranch
for a whiles : ’

ﬁed Fdrk, loasted south of Tulsa, waé
the first cow town in this”vi%inity.

Cattils -were- nnleac}ed -at Wichita, | Kansas,
and driven into the Strip Qountry, where they
were grazed before they'werg shipped to |
market at Kahsas Vity, Wissouri. I have helped

unload these cattle many times.

.
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some of the United S,tates'i:puty Marshals™

jerokee 1ndian, /

-~

P

I knew were, Billy Rogers, a
Bud Ledbetter, the Dalton boys:\Scott Bruner ,”
and Dave Sears. Sears wes a ﬂtg\‘m‘cy \\arsﬁéi .
in the Osage Nation for twelve years. Court
was held at Pawhuska. | .’\

Jako Bartles hawdled the Cherokes and
‘Delaware iaa.ymen‘ts here in the early days.

X lived on Fish Creek in 1897, when
the first oil well in~0klaﬁomaywas dri;ied
in what is now the Johnstone Park, ianartles-
ville. It was p‘luggd for a dry hole aaé’\t,vo |
yearsllater was opened up,~and\is still Y,
pumped. - ’ |

' COLIENTS

kir, Castoe has spent 63 yeérs in'Osage,'
and Washington Countjes and ﬁaé witnessed

many ‘changes in the country. T'e has seen ‘

L the ) . :
it grov from.days of the ox drawn wagon
y L



to the speedyzautomobile anl a@roplane days. o

D Nr. castoe enjoys g1V1ng his experienoes and
'hopes the younger generi%ions will understand
a part of the hardships their angestors wet
'through to make‘%bis state what i is toda&.
Mr. Castoe also tells of a long, happy
married life. On Christmas Day, 1887 he was

united in marriage to Misé Lillie M. Lee,

at Independence Kansas. Their flrst home
was located in the Forks of Caney, northwest
of Bar¥lssville. They have weathered-the
storm of. t hese man& yeé;s’fégéthér, and if"
nothing happeuns toﬂprevenf the‘pépby event
of their Golden Weaamg‘ in December, they

" will celebrate their fifty years bf'happy

mgrried life in their bpioxéa'state of - .

. :Okla.homao B

2 -
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