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THE F. 5o "SPREAD" IN OKLAHOMA
"By L. W, ¥ileon, fteld Warker.
At the olese of the Civil Var ocattle was grazsd through the Indisn
Territory from Texss t0 the markets 1n¢xansaa pnq other,northe}n points,
due to no raiinoad faeilities or other means of marke@iné them.

. .oon railrcads éere built, unassigned land was opened to vhite sottler,
and this praociics of marketins the cattle oaased but it paved the way for -
the establishment of many ran-hes within its own domain, sto~ked with cattls,
from the ranges of Texas. | |

~mong the many ranches thus estrblished between 1875 to 1880 Nr, F.S. "
Severs began'his activities in the Territory cattle industry very extensively.

| The prairies in the'CreeK Nation were very thinly populated and he ‘con-
ceived the idea of securing a blork of thes; lanis and went aboui to lease

the lands from the "reeks at a nominal sum of from 15 to 25 qents per

acre until he secured & block of spproximately 15 square miles, located 4

;;ies souéh and six miles west of the present town of Haskell, Jklahoma, or
poséibly better described, -ald Hili, Oklahama was &bout the ¢-'ntral ourt of
his renbh.

Seauring leases far the 'purpose of opera-ing large ranches in those
dais was similar t0 & majar oil company leasing a lafge bleck of land
in a wild-cat territory, other than the rencher knew he had plenty of
grass and water foxr his cattlei while the oil company takes a gambler's
chance, ‘ - ' |

-he Severs ranch became well known throughout thq;ﬂntire section as
lthn ¥. S, Reanch," because this was ths brand he used in branding his cattie

o

Iror identiffcation of his ownership,

T
l}



. WILSON, L. W.  THE F. 5. RANCH. P ’

480
Pe 2 '

The ralling prairies, the towering hills, and the 1little silver-like,
streams that traverse this ssation made it not oaly a fioturaaquo Place;
bu§ the tall sage a;d blue sngAgraaa made vountiful grazing lands for his
herds. The timber along the ;froams arrgrded‘plenty af shade and fha south-
ern sunny slopes of the hills: provided wind nresks and idesl grezing lands ¢
during the fall and winter montha.

The ranch uildings consisted of the faraeman's cottage, two bunk‘hounon!
a 000k shagk, stable and a few sheds and corrals.

.The foareman's house was of log conetruution, two roomn'ﬁith halljuay be-
twess and larwe stene fire places in each room. The bunk houses, cook shack,
and sheds were also of log construction and corrals were built of rails, split
from logs, "A stake end rider fence.” L "

The herders, (Cdw-Punchers) horse wranglers, ocooks end other ranch hands
cscupied the bunk houses when not with the hards. The cow haqda workéﬁ {n
shifts to a great extent on yh{s ranch; all, however, were readv at any time
to mest any emergency that might ariaa.

The number of herders employed was in accordance with éhe rumber of
cattle handled;and as Kr. Sevars handled from 15 ta 25000 head yearly it
reauired from fifteen to twenty-five cow punchers or an average’sf one man
to avery thousand heaed.

The 5, F. Ranch raised their own cow-ponises and handled arocund 300 head
a¥ all times. It required from thirty to fifty cow-horses deily.for the two
shifts &€ cow~punchers, besiiss the teems being used aroupd'thc ranch by’
tre salt boys and otherwise. Fach cow-pungher was asasigned two horses, thus,
allowing him to change horses every other day, as the wark was tod.stronuous

 £0r the horse without rest. . )
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The "¥: S. Ranoh" was stooked with 'I.‘exaa oattle. 'ild half-wild and
aome of Mexican type And were of all oolors; black, brown, brinlle, spotted
fown end wiite. L . oo

‘These oou punahers as a claas were pieturesaus in their attire and

appearance. There was the foreman, Red Neek Brmm, 1noidente11v who worked

as a cow-hand berore he wa\:,\f'made the fommzm. led Neek wore the -¢onven-
tional cow-boy ten gallon hat with large brim andutall orown, & 1arge hand- |
kercnief around his neck high hesl boota and usually a li)ght blue flannel
shirt,and chaps covered his trousers. ) ' .

Thiz? }vas. not onlv a cmnrortable dress for him but, J”ake Simmons, ‘4 Hart,
Shelton Swmith and the Dalten B fizhars (18 ter lutlaws). together Qith the rest
ot the oow-hands thet would oom:—z:nd go on to ooher spreads (ranches) wore
aimilar dresa. 'I‘he hats s:ere used to pmotact them from the reavs of the sun
and proved beneﬁcial in heading A cdw m' starting a bucking bronag. The
handkerrohiera erouna their negks helped tham t0 gare faor a wound nat only or
tgemselves but the doggies g.nd horses. Tte high he#l boots pmevented their/
fuet from slilpping through the aiiz;rupe. The o’napa protected thetr trouscra
and legs from the ilipping of the higlﬁ grass and the shirts not only roteated
them from the sun but' from {nsect bites of all kinda. ’

Few of these cou—hands were educated and little refinement reigmd among
then. Thov nre brave men -and hated a uoaard axm A thielf. Even the Dalt:m
boys ware fine f»afhowe and a better nan nevex: hit the spread than was Rob.t.
Dalt.an. It was not on this ranch that they went arooked, bﬁt wag during the
daya they were United Stategs Marshals

Cattle came bv rail to Ohecotah Indian‘ﬂ:erritory by train losds fram

dtfterent points in Toxu. Surrounding the loading and unIoadég chutes s"

)

je0rrs] was bullt lerge onough to hold mary shcurand head.
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Often times hundreds of these cattle dled in route. The demd ones were drag-

*

ged_from the ca;?f;g‘k;by the aow—-haxida and I*led in la?a:e‘ heaps end burned.

BefoTe the daftle trains would érrive, the residents of the then livtle
§illags of Checotah would be notified of the cow-pun~hers arrivsl ;onz befars
they ocould ese them, for the i'umble of the hoof's of the horses raock the air “
{n tho distange, and upon their arrivel thev would mill through the village
like the ,half;ﬁ.d herds over which they 'w‘at*wd through pl;e days snd ni-hts.
| ‘very mrn Jmew his duty and-did 1t vgll. L‘C‘B the train pulled ir ond
the way-bills were turned over to thf reilroad agent by the eonduetor, the
tfcxrema'n, Red Neek Brown,accepted the cattle ond work start;ed in 8 bir wuv.
The train e;‘ew started spotting qars at the chutes and with cow whips und
prods the cow punchers foreed them down the chutes inio the ~orral vhers

~

water had been provided for them befare arrival. Houyxs éand hours p&s%e:‘rr
" befare thoir trek to thelir mew home of s F. S.

Often times caslves were torn enroute .and the mow boys would handls
them as tho‘ugh they WOTO infants, trying to locate their mothers for them -
and if‘ it was found tfx‘;.ir mothers 'h;d died they would try to 1’nduce some‘

e in the village or eommunity’ to teke them free of charge.

The cow bays and their hor'aea wore cared for;while at v".h,egotah.‘ ‘he
boys took their maais at an eating place they cailw the "Greasy SpéOn" and
the horses were fed at a livery stable. Should they have to remain =211
night, they would tak~ th®ir seddle blankets and lie on the erdund or sleep
at the bunk house at the stable.

The ehuclg-wago;: followed behind and leavin. the spread in time to set
up camp, have food prepered, fresh horses eorraled.by tieing ropes eround .

a

from tree to tres,and & place for the cattle to bed far the n}.ght." fhe

-~
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cattle Ied to be moved slowly,allowins them to graze along far they ware

‘

gaunt and thin and would roaui're two days ané a night .to reagh the F. &5, .~
from "hegotan. We usual'y bedhod down at about wh;xt is nglphe preseqt
romn of -Vainwright, Oklahome up 6n Elk C?eek. R . _

It was in spril, 1880,w#ith ragine storms day after dey. The brutes
were sullen =ad the boys, :usbed with exhaustion from lack of sleep ~a: hard
sorv from the time they left ‘heootal, kept taeir rageed temp;ars in ~teg
and handled 'chém gingerly. ‘

"~areful, eai;aful "Rgd Neek Brawn.” the foremen and trail boss xept
warning. “Don't cvowd 'en.” Don't Haze 'em, handle 'em with velvet. Thev’ll
spook 1if you bat an eye."

" The duatv, gsunt faced rideré milled the mards slowly, as thouch they -
were hanélling high explosives. Nerye;s on edge, 'hey cursed the o:=ttle with
the silen‘t, morase t;stred of men d;'iven t0 tbe'breaking point,

It was A spoiled herd. They finallv rea~he: the chuagk wagon and cump
wheré they would bed down fo'r the nizht. BRall lightning rolled down from
the skies all day lonz and fire flicxzered on the sea of tosr-.ix;g horns ot
night., Torrentiel rains were followed by mmddening hail stor_ms. hey hné
all seen a stampede and knew well the hard fight it would be to gt tkem —
settled anc kndw too tha.t these ca%'tle were ready to explede into berser-.
unreesonins panic, &t the slightest pruvoca 'on. Lvery eow-boy asutiously
vatohed th :unnhegi hérd. They ware »eady to wheei ‘heir mourts to safety
8t the first indication of trouble. Red paused his horse with a sish of

——— g

hope. "Let em settle,” he ordered, "An pray they'll stay thers.t— """
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led carefully gstudied the whole situntion spd waved Jaks snd the four

Jalton Bros. toward the wagoil‘ for grub dnd rest. » The qook had his stove '

5 4

sot up far from the . bed grounds: lie 'left.the rest as sentinels over the herd
and warpsd- them velfdare hendine baek. to thé W1zon himself.“xeez; elear of

them; some 0f you boys skeered the liver out of me thiy morninz when you
~busted that bunch guitter that started 1o s‘pook.' ou J;i.{c'«,;.' headed off
smothor, run, but if *hat herd had jumped wou'd baen rolled under. .nl that
ainv the first time y&m"ve taken u long chanee to ~ust up 8 stampede.”

Thz boys all chimed in, "I didn' fipgure {1t th t way Red,” -wpoloveticallv.

8'1l be plumb -~ngceful "4, you ond smith, I'il'put ou wranoling

horses if you tske any ¢ re changes.”

‘When the boys he waved in had e ten, rested ami the horse wranple: -u.

the frésh horses saddled an’ red¥y) they ~hunge: off with the others, unzil®

']

they cald coms in =nd est, 2t some shut eys, fresh horses snd relieve the

«-

owners, ihe next mornine .t ‘he bresw of duy when the azttle sterted to .

~ [}

mill e«nd greve contentedly, for tho rein d ~eased and th> ~louds had

rolled away, ths sup ¢ me out and it was an {dea: sprinr dey and natwre

seemed t0 show herself wi‘h all her splendor, che cattle did not stanpedo ™

bi. aue to ~-reful handlin- for even the rettling of a wet slioker mi-iit

™
b 4

bave started an explosion.

That night they reached the 3. F. snd the cattle seemed t¢ be none oy
the worse aaaount of, the twoe days travel, but eve:y one of ths ~rew th ¢
brought tham through was worn to & nub, Red Neek instructed %0 !ed tham iown

“ad turn Tn and the boys with the herd at th» ranch took thsm under their

vin's 1i-e a mother hen would mother her chi~kens.’

)
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The ook at tlo ook shack had their chuck ready for them, the

v

wranglers hurried their horses to the barn, unsaddled anml fed them. There
. was no prank playing trat nizht, they tumbled into their bunks st the |
punk;houae and slept too peagefully even td dream,
t ihe next da, all o% th- new hefd wec logged as to hrands, for they
.bore brands tha£ ﬁhay rece - ved with red hot irons in ?é&as and many differ-
ont brands were amons them be~ause they wore “ought from differ~nt rancles.
vhen the log was completed, a ropy of each was given to each cow-hand so '
thet they could identify and know them.

Yeany thrills happened sn *'a old F. S, and on the trail tc and’ from the
reilroed stztion, not only many thrills, adyonturee, «o?ed&, tragedy Sut

" ‘
romance, by one nemsd Td. Jdrt who brcame the last foreman on *the ., S,

- )

+hile each ranch haed its rapge, they usuaslly overlapped the hﬁr&e“s of
the neighborine rangs. (ome of the rangeé wag fencea 1nf naturally aiffer-
ent herds scattered and intermineled. “he F, 3., lhe Lazy ., The I. X. and
other r‘nches all overlapped apl eagh fall and sHoring ﬁhey would have ¢ round-

up and the n~attle driven to the‘FEhge that dld not bslong to tham.

e e

°, Jn the round-up of the f. S. they would always take tha c@gnk-wa;on
along and would be gone from hpadquarteré some two or'thrée weeks. rheV_
cookedi =na ute shere night caught them and roll'up in their blank ets ut
‘night ané sleep on thq\gfound. get up at thes ‘reek of day, get thoe chueix,
11 the saddle and star;c riding agein, ~ontinuing daily until they had
rguﬁed up-Pverv eow am calf; The mother ~ows with ~a1§ﬂs and 8ll thet
vere found w#ith no breris were drivea to ke -orral api brended. The ralves
were kxentiried 43 belonging to the ¥, S.‘b“caus; they were fo.lowing the

mother ~ow vearin- the . S. drsnd. Yeaxlings with no brand belbhged to the

. R
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ones yloxing them up on thq round-up. i .,' '

The cat:,ie fndustry was a thrivine husiness éxnd 1t was fhe high
ambition of every cow hend to' oh a sprea! for his own snd Ed. Hert of 'the
Fo S and 7ne of the lust foremen on this ranch became acyuainted ﬂ,thlthe
daughter of Bluford i,il‘ier who operated nan! owne: the - X. after the
centh of his xrandfather ‘der fields who own~d 1t before him. This“l. .
raneh was losted in the Jonahartv Mountains several miles north and’west
0f the present town of Harkell, Oklahoma and many people of later days .
ne;er knew of 016 grond-peppy Fielde and slwavs referred to it as .the -
Yluford Miller.

rell, Fd courted Miss Miller, fupid shot its dart and 1% struck his
heart, anri“\*he,‘ with plenty of atvention and admiration of ¥iss Miller knew
he loved her and she knew she loved him and *qhey"&vere finellv *gun  in the
chains of metrimonv and with the winnin.: of the han’d of "isg h.iller,.'he also
;!&nl’ *t0 possession of wha. he had dav-dreamsd many a dav 'as hé was ridi: -
herd or at night zazing into the firmement counting *he s'tars and ever-’
ster a vo4. He acuuired th- Biuford Millen spread.

.

with the coming of ihe Dawes "ommission into the territofy, enroln-nt

-5

v [

made, 1ané\éﬁ&110ttedﬂ, fences built, population.inaerea:in- api finallv the

= — N
—

territory country cominz into stetehood the o0ld F. S., like meny other

Oklahoma ranches passed out of existence, anrd’ Tields of sottun and ~orm is

planted where the cattie reamed and it's only e dream of the ~olden pas: ‘o
. ’ .

the 0ld cowboys end ranch hands who stili livc to tell us of those days

they hold sg dsar to their hearts,
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fd Hart is one af those who not only d\av-—u'reamed but whose dremna"
~ame true. He lives today at Okmulgee, Okluhoma to Lell you Low he
.climbed the ladder t¢ smgeess,

here, too, is Jské Simnions who lives ot lluskell, Oklehomu rounaing
out his life (on s littlo ranch compurzstivelv to ihat aof the F. 2., alth
1170 aares stocked with thorouzh bred, white-fnace catile beirg iruch
iiffevent from those wild ana helf wild erttle cf his early duyvs.

Yes, some live, ~ut others have pessed avar the river 1o the gie:p
Seyond 10 be hedded down. The lighting will flash und thunjer w1l peal,

there w1l be stampedin; with some when tho .dav come: Lo me 't thelr Muker

in the 123t round-up,



