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INTERVIEW WITE SEBRU4 MILLER
Jefferson Berryhill, Field uorker
June 16, 1937
4 i §:

Muskogee or Creek Goverament

Mr. Sebron hiller wes born &t two miles north and
a mile west of Ukmulgee, Uklahovia. Just helf a mile north
of tﬁe iew Town Church, & mile frou tie nighoay 78. Ze is
sevenvy-four }ears old &nd is a fulloloca Creek Indian of .
Tulsa Cenedian Clan at voweta, ikla.ocma. onis father, Sem
tMiller, ves a fullolood Greek, anc nis not.er was &lso a

‘ of the death

fullblood.  Ler name was Cuple, The aZe a:d dates of his
perents &re unku.own, Iis gresdfatier, Yetev-cllé (Tiger?'s
Leg) died in Georgia, uge ard birta unkuowi.

The Creeks still hed the old indien vover me.t &s
it hed been héh@ed_down-ffom genécatién'to generatio..

H -
They also had their eourts. shere Were ma.y chiefs wio

3

were y»rominent but of these so..e rere not irue 10 their:

J . ~ .
"peopic. OUne of these was Jilliam Melntosh. gsparilechet

—wes—e—erief and-Grotnlei®acla. oeluel Lhecote wis @ ¢nief,

s, Millér said the tribsl courts lac ithe euthority
to punish any person who-hkd vicieted thé lew but ned
no Tight to punish the white people. when a wiite man
hed committed a crime, if he was caught by the Indians

he was held until turned owver-to his raée for punisiuients
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From the time of the removal of the l.uuskomees or Creeks
which is Lhe seme as one, and iheir uringing rrom G&orgic
and’ﬁlabama, the Creeks again took up their ape-old customs,
They agein orgenized the -overnment. [his argenization of:
government end court laws was ;acess&ry v8 they hed be-
come pretty well fixed un in farms and houmé. he tewn wus

. . . ¥
the political unlt in the organization. wsach town, or
t¥luv, had its cuief ar micco who vepresented that group
or clan in all the natiunal co;ncilg, an&‘who ned the
power or authority of meking lews or teeaties r tru:is- ;
acting other business that lmd to be taken up with- the
government. If any transaction was to be come the
chief of wicco had/co perform the dut, .

It Qas a strangely crganized go&ernment for they
had ng written laws as today, but &lthough they had.no
written lews, the Natiomal Council emscted lews, which

werg well known eml reco-nized by &1l the members of the

trive. ~ ' - e -~m';‘A1"~HN**,__
.
. come of the chiefs or niccos wereétr}pped of the
right to rule the members or tribes for same Of (Jlriem
were not honest, One instunce-~uilliam mclntosh ypro- b

posed & measure in the iational Counci} forbidding the

further sale of any Creck lands Lo the United States
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or to any o’t;hqrs, and fixed a very strong penalty for

.

the omsé wio viola

ted the law., This penaliy was death for
eny chiel ar head man who violeted th: law, 30 th_is'lazw
was adopted by the Council and strange as it may see;ﬁ;"‘
Williem McIntosh violated the law. lis aﬁthority was
taken from hiin, the treaty he made wés declered void, and
he was declared guilty under the law he himself hed
made, So a party of so;dierfs were sent oul to execute
him.‘ these soldiers were sent out under leader or
authority‘ of Opothleyanole end _tixey‘ ceme to the licIntcsh
home and killed nis men, who had also signed the treaty;
h:’:'s hoiie was set on ﬁreg and finelly he c;rae out ¢nd was
shot deead.
x,S well as the National Council, they had courts for
the law vioclators. The laws were few but strict and there
- Were ;severe penalties, For' thav rgison, there were noj
-vea"y nﬁn,y --srinii:nals a aesperadoes, lor. Millea said;
\ mn‘ there wes ons, they were men who Teglly were bed. e
sa_iq the,‘cr'imlnal's of todgy cre soliies.
| These government am tribel lews were in pz’ﬁgress
ubtil tigey were «aboli:shed, not very many mo.ns ago. Many

were reluctant towerd -the abolition of thr well respected

Muskogse Cresk Government.,



