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INTKRVIIJW WITH SEBROJ.1 MILLER
Jefferson Ber ryh i l l , Field .iorker

June 16, 1937

Muskogee or Creek Government

Mr. Sebron Liller was born at two miles north and

a mile west of Okmulgee, Cklahoia. Just half a mile north

of the I,;ew Town Church, a mile fro 1.1 t ie hi^k.;ay 7c. I-e i s

seventy-four years old and is a fulloloca Creel: Indian of •

Tulsa Canadian Clan at ^oweta, Lkia.-oina. Ids father, Sam

Miller, was a fullblood Greek, anci his Liot^er was also a

of the death
fullblood.' -Ler name was Cuple». The *Ce a;& da-.es Aof his

parents are unknown, His gre.j dfatiusr, Katev-iOle (Titter's

Leg) died in Georgia, uge and birtn unknown.

The Creeks s t i l l , hfcd the old Indian Jcver,jae~t as

i t had been ha'nded dov/n from generation to generation.

They also had their courts, ihere were mâ y chiefs who

were prominent but of these so:,.e vert not true to their-

"peoplt. One of these was ./illlam Ecihtosh. .iisparaecnsr

—wuo G chief and G^oth4ey^tlcla .—:Sn vift] Che cot. ft WLS _g cnjef,

^r . f i l l e r said tiie tribal ccarts ];ad the authority

to puiiish any person who-had violated the lt.w but had

no rigiit to punish the white people, .men a wr.ite -man

had committed a crime, if he was caught by the Indians

he was held unti l turned over-to his r&ce fa- punishment.
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From the time of the removal of the Lusko^ees or Creek3

which i s the aame as one, and th'air bringing I'r-om Georgia

and Altibaiaa, the .Creeks again took'up their" age-old customs.

They again organized the /over nine n t . fhis organization oi"

gaverniiiunt and court laws was necessary vs ihoy had be-

come pretty well fixed up in farms and hoi.-ifcs, Vlie UAU\ v/us
t

the pu l i t i ca l unit in the organization, x̂ ach 'tov/n,. or

tvluv, had i t s c^iief or inicco who represented that group

or clan in a l l the national councils, and,who hud the

•povyer or authority of making laws or teeati'es <>r trui.s-

acting other business that liad to be taken up with-the

government. If any transact ion was to be cioae the

chief or mi ceo had co perform the dut. .

I t was a strangely crgfanized government for they

had no written laws as today, but although they had no .

written lows, the National Council enacted laws, which

wars well known arc! reco-nized by a l l the members of the

t r ibe . ~" " '" ' :

. cjome of the chiefs or iuiccos v/erestripped of Uie

right to rule the members or t r ibes for ssiae o|\fc;sm

were not houest. One instance-.filliam i«clntosh pro-

posed a measure in the national Council forbidding the

further sale of any Creek lands Lo the United States
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or to any o t h e r s , and fixed a very s t rong penal ty fo r

the one who v io la ted t h e Iav7. This penal ly was death for

any chier or head nian who v io la ted th* law, So t h i s "law

was adopted .by the Council and s t range as i t may seem,

William Iv^clntosh viola ted the law. His au thor i ty was

taken from him, the t r ea ty he made was declared void, and

he was declared g u i l t y undw t h e law he himself had

made. So a pa r ty of so ld ie r* were s en t out to execute

him. iTiese s o l d i e r s were sent out under leader or

author i ty of Dpothleyahola and they came to the Llclntosh

home and k i l l ed h is men, who had a l so signed the t r e a t y ;

his houe was se t on f i r e ; and f i na l l y he came out tod was

shot dead.

x,s wel l as the Hational Council, they had courts for

\he law v i o l a t o r s . The laws were few but s t r i c t and there

wsre severe p e n a l t i e s . For' ttiax r s^son , there were no1r

very many criminals or desperadoes, Lr» Mi l l at- s a i d .

JffcBH the re 17ES ong, theyi^rere TEeirTvtiO xBBily were xjad. he

said the.-criminals jof tosUjy are so fb ie s .

The'ss government and t r i b a l lt;ws were in progress

u h t i l tto&y w»r» -abolished, not very many mo. ns ago. Many

were r e luc t an t -tpvrard -the a b o l i t i o n of the well respecttfd

&uskogee Creek Government.


