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Mauriees Anderson, >
-Investigator, .

Sept. 30, 1937.

An Interview With Tom Holt,
T ————__ Maysville, Oklahoma.
——
A My grandfather, Jopéthan Morris, caﬁeifo“the Indian
Territory in 1846 and went to work fo£ the United States
Government as-a blacksmith at Fort Washita in the Chicka-
saw Nation near Tishomingo.

He had to fix wagons ané piows for the Chickasaw
Indians but was paid by the United States Government. He
received $995,QO a year with‘gverything furni shed,

In ‘thét day and time they burned charcoal to heat

irons with. One day while Grandfather -h%ﬂg;$c—d0,~_;L;_‘

he w?nt up into -the mountains on & hunting trip. and while
there gt;came across an guterop of'doal;
"At that time he didn't know anything about coal,
didn't even know what it was for, but when he returned
g Fort Washita, he carried a pioce of this coal back
iith him and the next day he put this piece of "black
rook" as he called it 6n the gﬁre and found that it would

burn and make a hot fire, so the next day he took his two-

f
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wheeled wegon and a yoke ¢f steers and brought a load

of coal - to his shops He worked fbr the Government until

1856 and after finding this coaf he_néve; used anything

. else t0 heat Wiz ironswithv—According to Grandfather's

. 8story he‘ﬁas the first white man to find this coal.

" In 1856 Grahdfa;her went back to Texas and when the
war broke out he served through ;t. '.Right after the
war one day ag»a town in Texas he met a man named Smith
Paul who was there after a 1dad of supplies and by making

ﬂthe acqudintance of kr. Paul who told my grandfather that
"he was from the Indian Territory, my grandfather made a

deal with Smith Paul to come to the valley and farm,
This was ~in the latter part of 1885+

There was;an old negro woman living in that part of
.Texas named Héfris, who had eight children, &t the ‘
close of the war she was set frée without anything but
these children, so after making this @eal with Smith Paul,
i Grandéather with my grandmofﬁer and this o0ld negro woman
and her ohildren load;d up é@d pulléd out for the Smith

Panl Va 1133;.
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This negro woman's cldest boy was about fourte9ﬁ
yéars old and was named Nathean Harris, Nathan b?ing
big enough to work,my granifather made hih mnle’boy

-~

and Nathan 8 job was to drive the mules through, as my

e

Grandfather had mules and Mr. Paul hired Grandfather to
" break up his valley -and put it in corn. °°

On arriving at the valley, Nathan helped my grand-

father to build his log house. At that time, Smith Paul

was living in his wagon. hul after my grandfather's house

was built Nathan helped Smith Paul build his willow log

=

M
grandfather had several mules at that time, The\négggg\\\\\“;

Mr, Paul made that deal with Grandfather was because.

)

house.. My grandfather and thisrﬁbgf6<boy,Nathén Harris
turned the sod under aﬂd planted three hundred acres of
gorn the fi£;t yesar, and this corn was sold to the Govexn-
ment at Fgrt Sill. ’

Grandfather farmed in the valley for Mr. Paul for )
'twﬁf?oars‘%ﬂﬁ moved to_the place where Alex is now

located and went to farming for himself and.ths.negro boy,

Nathan Harris, stayed with Smith Paul.



My Tather .Tohn Holt,came to the Indian Territory in

1873 with & wegon train made up of Z&rms

- . ’
Texas; there y(a__s_about fifteen wa egs in all. My father

came rrﬁ‘géias to the Ind}an Terri tory long before, I

was borr; but I have often hearci him say that Coffee
Ba;idolph, Tommie Shannon, Joe Myers, Lyman Frieni, Sam
Friend, Austin Hart and G, W, Rendolph wers in this Wagon -
train and when 11; stopped every man went t¢ work building

’ a log hause, This party aettled about three miles north-
- sast of yﬁere Maysville 1s now located. ‘

- 8
LAt that time my father was/young man and in the early

t70's he was married to Miss Alice Morris, the daughter of

.T onathan Morrts~and on the 19th day of Februan} ,1879 I
- was bqrn in the Randolph Communb‘tx. . '

Q_’In my early boyhood days I have seen deer and 'gu’rkey
g0 by in droves. By the tix;le I‘ was big enough to remem- -
ber things the Randolph Community had broken up, that is,
‘the people who ceme with the wagon train had scattered
around over the country and same of them becams our largest
ranch owners. The school and the surrcunding. oommuni'ty

" st1ll went by the name 0f Rendolph.
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I remember in 1884 that the people had built a big

brush arbor near the cemetery at Whitebead and a4 young

preacher came rrom.Miasouri to hold a big meeting.

‘ The meeting had been going on for three or four
nights and myrrathar and mother had bgen attending it
every night AS We ware on our way to church one'hight,

- I pemember hearing my father tell Mother not to be alarmed

at what she would see that night, as some of the boys were

-

going to 1ntfoduce the new preacher into their'cirele. Of '

course,we ‘children didrp’t know what was‘golng to take

place, but after the preacher was through preaching and

Waam

‘ everyono was getting ready to start home a gang of cowboys

‘trom thg Sam Gar ch and I believe some from the Jack

1

Florencs ranch beéan ehqoting. They shot out the lights

and everything was ifégn uprosr. I remembor children were

orying and women screaming. I have heard*my father valk
about 1t and he said after things quieted down they wett
out looking for the preacher and it was about thres hours
before they found him when they did find him'he was
about a half a mile from the arbor hidden under Q brush

pils. The preacher,wanted to leave the rext day for the

+

~.



HOLT, TOM, INTERVIEN. /. 8790, .

—atayed on and I have heard oy ,ther say thera were about

a hundred or more _people savéd in that meeting.
Riley Bandy owned the hotel and boarding house at
Whitebead. I remember, it vas at his boarding house that
I drank my first 1ced tea, In the winter time people
would haul ice from the river and store it in a house they
had fixed for that purpcse and cover the ice with sawdust, % '

-

and in this way they would have ice all summer.
- )

- My father bought one -of thé first mowing machines

shipped to Pauls Valley in 1889, and my brother owns that “

‘ moung machine today and- eé it in puti:ing up hay. ‘ S

ol

Since 1879 mnteb d is as rar east and Maysville is
as far west as I have lived, I lived on the farm until « -
1904 and at that

- blackamith shop. I worked on ‘the first automobile that -

me I moved to Maysville and put in a

cams to Maysville and on the first airplans.
I still own my blacksmith shop at Maysville where T

have lived since 1904,



