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-~ In connection with Tahleguah soffe strange '
. ang@ fanciful -tales have been releted.within recent
Years. As a matter of'histor%;éi fact, the original

meaning of “the name has»beenrlost ror unknown years.

Those who agreed upon the nane as that of thé Cher~ -
: k !

okee cepital if 1855,'hgd no knowviedge of the mean~ =~

[

ing of the term. ., -

- Several/plaCes in the ancient Cﬁerd&ee éoué&ry,'
east of the Mi;si;sippi éiver, oﬁce bore the name
which has been variously spelleé as Tel{iqﬁé, Tellico,
Talikwa;_and Tgplequéh. One of thesenpiaces,.soﬁél
tires referred tb as a("town," was 'of such great
age and imp?ftahde‘théttﬁenamewasAéelécteé’as“'
that éf the new dody politic which was orgahﬁ:éd :
in;the ﬁresent Oklehona, ninefy-ei;ht years 8gQe
Those who have undertaken to supply the .
‘definition of the historical nape relate an im-
'possible'tale to the effect thet severél men were

" sent oﬁ; %o seek a site for the new capital, spent

meny hours in the timber lands and undergrowth and
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found no suitable place. The men becar.e separsted and

finally two of them errived in e besutiful spot in =~ |
which were some fine springs, whereupon the two are

represented as exclaiming: “Tahle Quah," which means
so‘thé‘ﬁarratopé allege, "Two wiif d6," That is that
twp meybers of the party were.sufficient to select

' the site. As a result, the tale eontinues, the term

Tehlequeh was adopted'as the name of the:Cherokee

v

- capital. ' N a -

r .«

The truth Gf the metter is-that the Prin-
cipal €hief, members of the coineil, end leasding ren, é@

hed in all probebility decided that the site of the

N

~ cegpitel should be where it was loceted soon sfter the

arrivel in the Inéian Tefritory of the Eastern Cher-

— ————

okees in-1839, for the place of megfiqg of counﬁil "“———m—j-—-«—w——wfr

/
an& consultatlons was des1gncted as the "Tahlecuah

- Councll*ound" sometime before the site of the

g P

capltal wes definitely announcea. The\%ite wés~sn'a

.

portlon of the councii ground, and in an act of the

P
o %

National Council a few years. efter es»ab11shment of

the capltg;'the laying out and sale of town lots

upoi the couneil gfﬁund was provided for, -a town _ L
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'site having been located on the former council ground. ;

Because the.future.site.of.theecapital was well situated’

-

and convenient it was selected as the propef p1ace_fof

A1

holdi ng meetings and éﬁunci1s before ‘the naming‘of
the new cepital, comsequently there‘was no hecessity
{or a party to seek a site.,

"o witl do" is mehtioned‘in another fanciful
story. = This story relates thet éone men were sent
ouf to éeek springs, a;though the éutlying regions for
riles in all directions is well watered by springs
and wateé courses. 'After sometime spent inlfuti]e

search,. the men reached the future site of Tahlecuah

. c ¢
and there found two springs, though there are numerous
- . . . . . -« .

springs. Upon discgvering the two springd the finders .

-

——pre-seid to heve given utterance to "Tenle gueh,"
elleged to mesn "Two will do." - That is, that two
springs would be sufficient for <he Cherokees. As.

in the case of the alleged seekers for aféite for the . ——

- —— ’
-

capital -there are persons unfswmilisr with the mean-
. r- '.
ing of Cherokee terms who believe the story concern= :

ing the springs. T e -

Ancient.Tellico, Telikwa, Tellique, or
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Tahlequah, was one of the peace towns, or tqwns of

refuge, and some_have regarded ‘the’ term, Tehlequeh,

q . .
as synonymcus of safety or refuge.

e
¢

Among other persous of distinction who found

no definition of the neme wes Jemés lLooney of the

Buresu of American Ethnology, who'visited Tahlequaﬁ' '

in 1891. w LT

Autﬁorities:'iVariouh'énd intel*igent Cher-

okee officials and citizens; the 1late Reverends W. 4.

Duncen snd A. N, Cherberlin, both fariliar with the

native language; James Fooney3 in ethnological report.
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