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Research £ield Worker
Indian-Pioneer Xiatory, S-149
February 24, 1928

Interview with
Mrs* Bllen Howard Killer

11:01 Keeler avenae
Bartleevilie, Oklahoma

one-sixteenth. Gherolee

Mra« El lea Howard Miller me born in

Enterprise, MaDonald Gounty, Missouri.

Father - James Q« Blythe ^ae born in

1824 in Tennessee, died Deoember 24, 1906 and

is buried in the ^hite Rose Cemetery at Bartles-

Mother - i>arah Jeaima Rogers-»Blythe was

born in 1893 ati> i s a satire of Georgia* Shs

died at the age of 77

I am the great-grand daughter ef John

Rogers9 wbo was born in Bollock Caoitty, Georgia. .

He wa« a private in the ^ar of 1812• His father

was a native of England and served as a oolonel

in the Bevelutionary **ar.

ISy maternal grandfather, Joseph Rogers,

'iaprovod a fine farm east of Baxter Springs, Kansas,

now knowa a8 Lowell, whsre Shoal Greek empties

into Spring River, and built the f irs t house and
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had the f i r s t library in the wtate of Kansas.

I t was a personal friend of General Stand
walaut

I am the eollu book oase whioh belonged to

him. Jiy grand par eat s moved west la a wagon l a

183V, when ray mother was 4 years old*

S5y parents were wealthy people and owned

a large farm and many el area before the 01Til *ar.

We llred near Neoeho, MoTJonald Countyt Missouri,

At the outbreak of the war my father enlisted

with the Southern Army.

Our home was made very oonvenient for

those days. There waB a large h i l l baok of

the house. The water wae piped from a spring

on the hl l l8 lde to oar house. These pipes were

small logs whioh Had been s p l i t , hollowed oat

then put togetherrto aerre as pipes, ^ater was

piped into, a etone trough in the barn yard.

Our house was a two story frame building with

a front poroh extending the f u l l length of the

house. There was a hal l through the center of

the house and eaoh room had a large briok fi*e«

plaoo.
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The cabins for the slaves were built

around a large space in the shape of a horse

shoe faoiog the airoular spaoe. The pick-

aninnies played within the horse shoe. A '

store and .mill was situatec? on the left of the

cabins*

Our home was in the path of tha aumy

and i t was unsafe for UB to l ive there• My

raotherf8 cousin, John Rogers, *«as a Oaptaia,

ana later a Major, of the Northern foreee and

through his influence my mother and we ohildren

were moved to the northern fort at #eosho by

the Government wagons where we stayed until the

oloso of the 7ar#

At the olO8e of the **ar my father returned

to find that he fcart lost everything. Re aooepted

a position as manager of the lea« anelters on

Flokory Oreek, between Neosho and Grandby, Missouri.

ê lived there for sereral yaarB.

I was too youag tc attend shhool but often

visited with my sister when my legs were too short

to re&oh the floor, when X sat on the bcaohes.
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The windows of t h i s school house had oiled paper

stretched aoross the opening for l i gh t . They

had no (leeks but thore was a shelf un-.*er the

window s i l l where the older pupils oould stand to

write*

Thaw I was fiTe years old my parents removed

to the Indian te r r i to ry ami settled at Tahlequah.

"?e made the t r i p in three covered wagons in mid

winter< I t took us t«?o days to sake the journey

and ^e oampeu at night. The men of our party

burned the brush ar-ouofc our oarcp and stretched the

tsnts over the warm earth before we left the wagons.

It was rery warm and oozy inside the t e n t s .

My father was a trader and bought ana sold

oa t t l e . He rented a two story southern style

house from Johnson ^oreraan* It had seven rooms
a

f i th a stairway up to the gallery and faoed the

east» There «̂ as an e l l on one siue«

?he printing pffioe, Hisre the Cherokee

Advocate «?as published was iooate'd across the

street from our home. This office building had

been bui l t by the liormane who hoped to establisll
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a Biaeion at Tahloquah, but their plans did not

mat«rlallzad»

fhe old whipping poet wae aafroaB th©

square* This poet was about 8 or 9 feet hifth and

the prisoners' arms •""©re tied around th© poet,
• i ^

their shir ts stripped from their baak and they

*ere lashed by tha Sheriff on the bar© baoh

with &, blackflr?ajt« whip. Ho many laehei war©
• • * ; \

If the Tiolater gafe more trouble he wae

?h© log ooonoil houe© wao looatefi in

the Bouar©. Al] Oherokee affaire «ao translated

there*

Th© old Maeenio Hall ?̂a« used for eohool

and Sunday sobool* Thiu bajlfjinft s t i l l etand»

in the same location* I at'beaded eohool in the

old h'lll and we Bat on long benohee an i had no

desire. ttv%* Jane Stapler wae Superintendent of

the Sunday eohool f i rs t in the hall# She h#l<3

this of.fioe for 29 y@ar«$»

The Breebyterlans established a jaieaion

at nrk Hill* Bev* Steven Foreman who migrated
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with the Gherokees from Tennessee finanaed the

•reotion of the buildings* &ev» Foreman was a

graduate of Er inert on anu helped ar« woroester

urith the translat ion of the Bible ioto the Ohero-

kee language* Rev. foreman's oiuoet son, John
Km FoiBfen, married my s i s t e r . After her ueath

he re-married and his s is ter- in- law of tu i s last

iparriage has the diary of his l i f e but win not

part with i t»

John A* Foreman helc every office jn the

Cherokee Oounoil with the exception of Chief*.

He has one chi ld , Mintie foreman, ?»hc ^as later

manager of an inaian sohool in Southern Oklahomat

She is now liYing in Roswell, He*» Kexioo.

fhe f i r s t location of ?ini ta was south of

the ^reseat s i te^ aoross Oabin Oroekf an1 ^as/

.known as ^owninfrville. *Ti8n the Santa ee

railaoau was built into the

Oherokee nation from the east and the MK & T

from the north, thay crossed at the present s i t a

of Vinita and the town, movea to the rai lroaa
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function. $he ham© of Vinita was given the

town by R»Q* Boudlnot, brother of Stand %tie t

the great souther a £eneral daring the Oirii &̂r»

Ool. B«0« Boadinot ©ould not stay in the Cherokee

Hation because he was ia favor of seotioniziag the

Gherokee oouatry and the lm iatis thought he ^as a

fraitor* His home was in ^shiagtoa* Fe wore

loaf: hair and i-saifced with a slight l i cp .

0ol« 3.0* Bondinot, Sr*# * lived at

Fort Smith, ark a Haas, and -was editor of the Cherokee

Advocate at Tahlecuatu He visited our hore maoy

times and one thing I remember about him, he fcever

tied his shoes* He also .wre long hair ami was a

wonderful musician*

My s is ter , Hrs. Ooodyfeunts, lived at f iaita

and I spent muoh of ny time in her hdme when I

was a child• On one oooasion, ay s i s ter t j f8 ie '

Slythe, a'miss ia her early teens, and I were introdaoed

to Resident Grant, his wife, daughter and eoaf

when they ĵwere touring the Weat.» ^hea their train

stopped at Yinita there was a oro»fl at the station

to meet theo* Ool. Boudiaot introduced oy s ister

atdme to them*
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old

•"Than 1 vr&B 17 y e a r s / I secured a noa-

citizen sohosl ^hjoh I taught for two yeare.

'Then I 'STas 19^1 g&rriea *llliam w^llaoe Miller,

July 21 f 1880,- at Viaita. JSy hasband v̂ is

proprietor of a'(hardware store and oarriea

furoltur©, wapona# b u s i e s , farm implements and

und risking eupplleg. He later sold hie interests

at Yinita aad reEoved to what i s nnw ^sh

Coaafey and parohased a ranoh on Caney River

resided there for sometime then ramoved to

• i l l e but he coatiaaed to operate the ranefc» My

allotment i s looated .easir of Ramona ana I now have

aores in njy own rights.

The trading poet/'and post off ioa known as

was located on cy farm. This l i t t l e

trading post consisted of a sto-re r?hore the mail

was also handled", the residence of the storekeeper,

John Garter and a blacksmith shGp situate^ in the

paetar©, Buok Wallace was the olerk in the store.

John Garter married a s ister of the last Oheroke*

Chief, '«• C* Rogers*
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The American Legion Aujftliary, oopposed

of the mothers, wires, s i s t er s anu daughters of

the men who p-ave their a l l that ve might have

l iberty; who worked for the boys during the «rar

aad are s t i l l working for them; aeoiaed at the

aeetlng of the James A* Teel Unit of Bart lesv i l l e ,

August 19F0f to take up the plan of tree planting

for Washington Oounty* Firs t , to those *̂ ho mace

the supreme sacr i f i ce ; next to th se who went

across; and thea to those who were in the serrioe,

but could not go

^e wanted to do t h i s just r ight , so we

went to our oounty oommissloners ana received

their fu l l sanction and they were good enough t o

sent the county engiaeerfeo see that the stakes

wer© in the t ight pjjaoes for each tree»

Much Haru;

It took eeerie time and a good deal of hard

work to get the monpy, but' in the fal l of 1920

we planted fortyf , or splendid trees, the James A*

Tael tree b«ing f irst In the row as he was th# f irst
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to f a l l in action, oar . iret gold star* This
7 tree was plaoed by th© mother and father at

their request. The last loving service for their

• boy*
we were jutst congratulating our selves on good

work well done when we were notified that "the tr«««

must be moved, as they might iooonvenienoe the

workmen."

That to do next we add not know* The

Oounty dlu not waritTEBem, a-nS we 6au~ no land *

Thet?Mr» and Ere. r.eoar irum, true AmcrioaaB, in

the gooaneee of their hearts, oarnd forward and

tola us to ae« what ŵ  needed of their land that

lay for some uletanae on each elae of the road#

But to use t h i s ground, the treea hau to be morea

from the pavement £&&• f e e t , beoauae of the deep

ditoh on eaoh eide, neoesaitating a sign to show

they were memorials and not private property*

The offer wae cladly accepted. The trees

were moved, ooetiag alwoet as maoh as when f i r s t

planted, and on j*oember 19, 192C, they were

dediaated to oar war heroes.
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IQ the f a l l of lyHl, Jorty more tresu

wore planted, using a l l available spaoe on the

IT urn farm*

Later pSr oounty farm agent, «r» npjrter,

brought a representative from A and U ool lege,

dr. Christian Jensen, who hat oharga of this

department iu oolleg© anu ie eooretary of filtla-

hoiou loreitry ^BBooIation and an authority on

this work, to BOO UG in regard to th« troae« Ht

told ofhow We eastern statae were p3

mexriorial trees and that i t '"as desired that the

same plane be used In a l l etatos and that later

laws would bo made to that effeot. o the trees

should always belong to the county and not to

individuals in the years to oome.

Owners Refuse Land.

We had our f irst trees on private property

and wanted them uniform so we tried in eve|ry way

to get tho land adjoining the roau rrhers the last

trees are, driving here and there, personally

interviewing the property owners, but they positively

refused to have trete planted on their property*
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So we tooi: the plana sent us from A and X

and went to our o unty oomiaisaioaerB agaJ n» They

wont over them oarefuliy and decided i t vrae the

logioil"thing to do* One of the aommieflionerBf

who i s a gooa praotiaal business man^said he f e l t

the trees voul(* be a honefit to tho roa s t holding

to hold the embankment.

3?he stakes we're pat out as on plat , three

feet from the pavement, but the trees ^er& plaaed

four fjset from the pavement and Saturday, February

10, the last 62 trees were planted and paid for,

and on. Meaday, February 12 t we received a oommunioa-

tion from Prod G« airanone, s tate engineer, eaying

he had heard of our tree planting, butlaaked that

we take the matter up with him.

A le t ter was sent to him at on«e, going into

tho most minute detai l in regard to work uone»

Paul l/esbitt, commissioner of highways ana also

president of Oklahoma Forestry A-ssooiation, wrott

in reply, oonpratulating the women "who had giv«n

their efforts towards beautifying th# highways of

your oounty/' olosing with these words; "»• hars
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BO lawa roffardinf; t h i s mat ter , viut 1 ubjd or stand

the Legislature * ib proneainr t r provide aoine l e g i s l a t i o n

frhat wi l l govern the bQa«rf;ifyAn£^oP the highways*

However, I think whatever you have done should

not be molested arm 1 want tc ap;a1 n aoauro you

of ray eympdtny and oo-pperation in your
. 1 4

I am plad^ae a membor of the Jbrestry

, thnt I hau be^a prlvilefred to vota

for euoh a broadminded man, ooa nho <[< ee aot

think Just for today, but for the future.

Helpful at Wight

or »ourset i t ie understoou by one who

reasons that when an embankment ip, thrown up

thor© is no danger of oraokinj? the oavernGrrt as

the roots go to firm cqrouad anrt mcl£turot an.i

and there is water In these ditohoe a good part

of the time* A-nd when the 8houl :ere of tho road

are maie wlcier, or the surfaoe in f la t , th© trees

oan be plaoei farther from the pavement-.

One of our leading men who »peut hie

allotted titae in France t aaiu thay wero a wonoerful

proteotion tc l i fe at night planted thie way»
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Ke said the trucks and motoroyalee had to travel

BO iauoh at night during the war and with tio l ights ,

and the men continually thanked the ^oauorful- >.

forethought of the French far planting in this

way, for those living sentinels on each side

kept them safely on the road* It -»ili have the

sane-boarinr with the bright l ights from oars*

You o&n BOO tho tr<es ^hen you oaunot see the

road, and you know thoy aro het̂ r©on you an"' those

asxY shadows that may juet be a sba#ow or may

be adeep 'Utah that too many have alfeauy found.

*7ban 0# $• K«eu, the /̂ ooti road export form

".OB Augeles, waB hero, ho remarked about thee©

last' trees and eaidf b© wae p.lacr to see thoni# as

, tho beauty of the raou anvi the safety of t ravel '

raor© than aorapeneMted for the break in tho pave-

- merit Milfjh o^ul be ropairecl shrul-.J a brealr ooour

• whloh, he tiery jauoh doubted•

This plaa hae gone over Oklahoma ami ^e

hav« received le t te rs asking

for information, so "aBhiu^ton oountytB plan

hr.3 been used over the state* One from Mr* £»3*

, «tate pr««ld«nt of Oapitol Koutt Hlgbviay
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Association, a&ks for ^ni*or:ation in these words;

"am Impressed with, the l«iea t^M the plan you UaT©.

initiated should be extended over the entire route.

won't yf'a |>loa8e. wr.te me advisinp, me In some detail

juet what your future rdane are with reference tb work

along this line in order that I may taVe it up with

our boaru of aireotArs with a view of making a rout*

projeot of it»M

Mre. Miller•B so a attended the

Uniyereity at I/orman ohe alBo attend©', arid took a

OOUCB© in ornithology*

For seven years Krs# Miller «tae et^.te ohairroan .

of nature work for the ©tats federation of Woroen'»

Gluba, &n\ State (parliamentarian foi tM»o years.

She vaR fir^t president of the state Monger. Jlub

aiKi is an hanor|try member of tho Tuecuay Olub

and Garden Club of dartleovillc an^ a l i fe member

of the Cklfchoraa Hjstorioal Sooiety.

Mrs. f i l l e r is known in club oirolee through-

out th© state an.; aution, anM is listed in "'ho's

the olub vorno.-.. She ie ft metober of th#
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national Lttgn* of sMsrlaan Pen Vostta, tf«s natioaslly

sosmenflfil for h « work as chairraan off tfa* Saving Servit*

eaA «&«£•& fts l i f e camber of the Ad-vlsory board of

the Boy Stoats of ^oerioa.*

21M #oo««iTtd a pita and oonplXad a U»t of the

namaj of a l l ax»aerrlc« man In Waahlngton County for »

Hatnorlal Bridge across Canty Riror In Bartlorrille* This

l i s t na» «ngraTsd on brottWI tablats and placed in pylon*

on th i s bridge9 i t being the only Manorial Bridge in tho

• >orid at tAis time. She i s a member of th<* United Daughters

of ths Coafftdsraoy and the Iu A. a.

2£rs* Miller i s instrument 1 In starting bird w>rk in

ths sebools. in Oklahjooa, enrrlh& for four years as

chairman for the General Federation of Women's ^lube on nature

study, birds, flowers end wild t i t * . An outstanding «sftiev«*

msnt to her er d i t i s a sanctuary, built under her dtreatlon#

at Chateau de Saint-Hi 1*1 re, a lovely ©otato two hours drlYft
)

from Paris^ Frane«« Mrs. Millor'B litecraturo and her work
V

for protect ion of aang birds have brou^lit hop signal recognition

in the United States and foreign oauntY)


