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Alene ¥, MgDowell

Researgh Pield orker
Iandian~ploneer Eistory, S5-149
Pebruary 24, 1938

Interview with
¥re., Hilen Boward ¥iller
1201 Keseler avenue
Bartlesville, Oklahore
one-sixtecnth Cherokee

lra. Ellen Boward Miller was born in
Enterprise, MaDonald County, Missouri,

Fatber -~ James C. Blythe was born in
1824 in Teunnessee, died December 24, 1906 and
is buried in the Yhite Rose Cemetery at Bartles~
villes

. Mother - Sarah Jemima Rogers-Blythe was
born in 1883 am is a native of Georgia. Shs
died at the age of 77 yeara;aﬂﬁﬂﬁ!!ﬁﬁﬂi§a91o.‘

I am the greatggranhdaught;r of John
Rogers, who was born in Bélloek daanty; Georgia.
He waw a private in the ™ar of 18l12. His father
was a nati;e of England and served as a colonel

in the Revelutionary War.

My maternal grandfather, Joseph Xogers,

119

‘improved a fine farm east of Baxter Springs, Kangas,

now known ase Lowell, whare 3hoal Creek empties

into Spring River, and duilt tho'first house and
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had the firset library 4in the wtate of Kaneas.

Me was a personal friend of General Stand 7atie.
walnut .

I ovn the solic hook sase which belonged to

him. My grandparente moved west 1in & wagon in

1837, when my mother was 4 years old.

Ky parents were wealithy people and owned

" a large farm and many slaves before the Civil ™ar,

We lived near Neosho, Momonald Qounty, Missouri,
At the outbreak of the ™mar my father enlisted
with the Bouthern Army.

Our home was made very csonvenient for
those days. There was 8 large hill back of
the house., The water wga piped from a spring
on the hillside to our house. These pipes were
small logs whioh had been split, kellowed out
then put togotheﬁto gerve as pipoé. "ater was
pipad 1nt6\a etcne trough in tbo barn yarde.

Our house was & two setory frame bulldimg with
a front porgch extending the full length of the
house, There was a hall through the center of
the house and each room had a large briak fime~

plaoe.
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The gabins for tho slaves were bnilt
aronnq*ax;arge space in the shape of a horse
shoe faocing the oiwoular space. The piak-
aninnies played within the horse shoe, 4 ’
" gtore and mill was situated on the left of the
cabinge.

Our home was in the path of tha ammy
and it was unsafe for us to live there. My
mother's cousin, John Rogers, was & @aptain,
anc later a Major, of the Horthern forces am
through his influence my mothey and we ohildren
;ere moved to the Northern fort at Neosho by
the govermment wagons where we stayed until the
clos¢ of the Tar,

At the close of the War my Pnthesr returned
to find that he Rad lost everytring. He aocepted
a position as manager of the leéa émeltera on
Figkory Creek, bstween Neosho end Grandby, Missouri,
e }1vedAthere for seyeral yaars,

| I waé too young tc attend skhool but often

visited -with ny sister when my legs were too short

to reaoh the floor, when I sat on the benches,
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The windows of thils sehool house had oiled paper
gtretched across the opening for light., They
had no desks but thoere was a shelf un.er the
window 8111 where the oluer pupils conld stand to
write. )
The: I was fiwe years old my parents removed
to the Indian Territory anc settled at Tahleguah.
7e made the #rip in three covered wagons iu mid
wintery, It tock us twc days to maks ths journsy
and —e oamped'at aight, The men of our party
burned the frush atound our camp and stretcheq;the
tents over the warm earth before we left the wagons.
it was very warm an¢ cogzy inside the teuats.

My father was a trader and bought anc sold
sattle. He rented a two story séuthern style
house from Johnson Foreman. It hadl seven rooms
with a stairway up to the gallery ané faced the
"east., There was an ell ou oune sﬁue.'

The printing pffice, where the Cherokes
Advocate was published wag 1oéatéd agross the

syreet from our home. This office building had
been built by the Hormans who hoped to establisk
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a mission at Tahlequah, but thoir plans did not

@atorializod.

Phe 0ld whipping post wac aotoss the
square. This post was about 8 or 9‘foet h;gh and
the prigonaré arms were tied arount the post,
their shirts stripped from their bagk and they
were lashed by tﬁ; Sheriff on the bare baock

with & blackaraks whip, 8o many lashes were

o7

the first, sscond and third

r f2enze
If the violater éava mor e trouble he was shot,

Thé log aocuncil houeé weg logated in
the scuare. All CGherokee affairs —asc translated
thore, ' |

The 01d Mascnioc Ball war used for sshool
and Sunday school. Thig building still stands
in the same looation. I attended sohool in the
old hnll and we vat on long benchee an! had no
deskss MNrg. Jane Stapler wae Sﬁperintendent of
the Sundny suvhool first in the hall, She hmeld
this office for 29 years, ‘

The Presbyterifns established a mission .

ab mrk Hill, Rev. Steven Foreman who migrated
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with the Cherokees from Tennsessee finanged the
ereotion of the buildings. Hev, Foreman was a
graduate of Prirceton anu helped Ir. ™orsester
with the translation of the Bible iubto the Chero~
kee language. ReV, Foreman's cldest son, John
A, FO%H. married my sister. after her ueath
he re-married and his sister;in-law of tiis last
garriage has the diary of his life but will not
part with it ?

John A, Foreman held svery off’ic;a in the
Cherckee Couneil with the exception of Chief..

PBe has ome child, Mintie Foreman, who was later
manager of an Irfuian school in Southern "klshoma,
che is now living in Roswell, lMNew 1 exigo.

VINITA.

The first loeation of 7Vinita was south of
the jresent site, across Cabin Creeky an' was/
,Jknown as owningville. ™hen the Canta re

vai}xéad was built into the
Cherokee Nation from the east and the MY & 7
from the north, they crossed st the present site

of Vinita and the town moved to the railroaa

11

3
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Junstion. -The hame of Vinita wacs given the new
town by E.C. Bouuhbnot, brother of stani Matle,
the great southern general during the Oivil ™ar.
Gole EeCe Boudinot eonld not stay in the Cherckee
Hation because he was in favor of sectionizing the
Cherokee country and the Ind ians théaght he =a8 &
£raitor. His home was in @ashington; F8 wore
loags halr and walked with a slight Zirmp.

0ole BoCe Boudinot, Sr., ° Tived at
Fort Smith,arkansas, and was editor of the Cherokee
Advécate at Tahlaeacuah., Re visited our hore many
t.mee and one thing I remember gbout him, he hever
tiea his shoes. WHe also wore long hair and was a
wonderful mneician,

My sister, Mrs. Goodykunts, lived at Vinita
ani I spent much of my time in her home when I
was & childe On one ogoasion, my sister,Jssie '
Blythe, a miss in her early éeens, and I.wmre introduged
to President Grant, his wife, daughter and son,
when tha;g\wore touring the i’('eat.. "hen their train
stopped at Vinita there was a orowd at the station .

to meet them. Col. Boudinot iutrodused my sister
anmime to them.
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“hen 1 was 1'7 years/gildsecuxed a non=

gitigen schonl which I taught for two years.
J‘”fhen I was 19,1 married "illiam “allace Killer,
éuly 21, 1880;' gt Viaita. Ny husband was
proprietor of a‘%;fglarﬂware store and carrled
furniture, wa{ro::s, bupgies, farm implements and
und-rtaking suaplies. .He later sold his iatorests
at Vinita and "emoved to whet is nnw ™ashington
Cousty and purchased a ranch on Caney River. e
resided there for sometime then r ;moved tc; Baptles~
ville but he coutmaed to operate the ranch. Ky

dllotment is loeated eagk of Ramona anus I now have

-

«

80 aores in my own rights.

The trading post “and pos‘boffisa known as
Seaunoyah was located on ry farm. This 1little
trading post consisted of a store vhere the mail
was also handTed, the residence of the storskseper,
John Jarter and a biacksmith shep situate’ in the
;aature. Bugk ™allace was the clerk in the store.
Jolin Carter married a sister of the last Cherckee

shief, W, C, Rogers,

117
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HISTORY F VIOTORY RO™.

The American Leglion Auxjliary, composed
of the mothers, wives, sisters amu Jaughters of
the men who pave their all that we might have
liverty: who worked for the boys during the =ar
ani are still working for them; ueaiced at the
meeting of the James A, Teel Unit of Battlesville,
August 19704 to take up the plan of tree planting
for mashington County., Pirst,to those =ho mace
the suvreme sacrifice; next to th se who went
across; and thea to those who were in the service,
but sould not go across{w

Ye wantéd to do this Just right, so we
wont to our county gommissioners gnu reseived
their full sanction and theyxwere good enough to
sent the asounty engineeﬂ;o sae that the stakes
were in the tdght places for each tree.

lugh Hara "orke.

It toaok some tdme and a pood deal of hard
work to get the monpy, but’ in the fall of 1920
we planted foyty~f.ur splendid trees, the James A.
Teel treoe being first in the row as he was the first
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to fall in action, our .iret gold star. This
tree was placed by the mother and fatheyr at

their recuest. The last loviag service for their
boy .

*s were Jjust congratulating ouy selves on good
wérk well done when we were anotlfied that jtha trees
must be moved, as they might inconvenience the
workmen."”

hat to do next we «8d not knows The

County did not want fhem, and we haa no ITande =~ =

Thenlire and Mrs. (scar rum, true Ameriocans, in
the goodness of their hearts, same forward and
tolu us to use what we needed of their land that
lay for g0me vistance on each siue of the road,
But to use this ground, the trees hau to be moved
from the pavement 264 feet, because of the deep
itoh on each side, neoessitating a sign to show
thay were memorials and not private property.
The offer was sladly accepted. The trees
wore moved, costing almoet as much as when first
planted, and on iscember 19, 192C, they were

dedigated to 035 war heroes.

[ 4
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In the £all of 1921, forty more trees
wore planted, using all available spaoce on the
Irum farme. |
Later Bir gounty farm agent, Mr. rorter,
brought a repnéeentat1Ve from A and ¥ gollegs,
~Mr. Christian Jensen, who ha# sharge of this pw
department in college and 1is searabary of Nkla=-
holmu Forestyy Agsoclation and arn authority on
thie work, to see us in regurd Lo the treem. He
HtHonlfi‘mm&Tv—*fﬁq eadternu stotes were planting mem
memérial.trees and that 4 t ~ae desired that the
- #ame plans be used in all statos and that later
laws would be made to that effeat. -0 the trees
should always belong to the county ani not to

individuale in the yoars to aome.

Qwners Refuse land.

We had our first treee on private property

and wanted them uniform so we tried in eve

ry way

to get the land adjoining the roau whers tﬁo last
trees are, driving hers amd there, personnlly
interviewhag the property owaers, but they poeitively

refused to have trees planted on their property.
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S0 we took the plans sent ue from A and M
and went to our o unty commiseioners again., They
wont over them sarefully aund decided it was the
1ogio§1'thing to dos One of the commisedoners,
who 18 a goou practigal business man,sald he felt
the treem would be a henefit to the roa s, helpfﬁk
to hold the embankment. |

The stakes wére put out as on plat, three
feet from the pavement, but the trees were placed
four f%et from the pavement and Saturvay, :ebruary
10, tﬁe last 62 trees were planted and paid for,
and on lipaday, February 12, we recoeived a communiga~
tion frow Fred G. Simmous, state engineer, saying
he had heard of our tree planting, but\aaked that
we take the matter up with him,

A letter was sent to him af onee, goling into
thoe most minute detall in regard to work done.
Paul Nesbiti, commiesionsr of highways an: also
president of Oklahoha Rorestry Assosiation, wrote
in reply, oongratulatiug the womék "who had given
thelr efforts tewards beautifying the highways of

your county,” olosing with these words; "We have
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no lawa rerarding this matter, “ut 1 ubderatand
the Legislature ° 1t pronesing tr provine some legielation
$hat will govern the bqgufzfy&ngmof the highwaysf
However, 1 think whatever you have done should |

not be‘molaatad an: 1 want tc ag&%n ABBUT @ you

of my syvmpathy and co-pperation in your -ork."

I am prlad)as e memboar of the ror;:tzfyf

“guoglation, that I haa been privileged to vote

for guch a breadminded man, one wha dces nout

think Jjust for today, but for the future,

Helpful at gight

n{ wourse, it is understoou by one mho‘
reasons that when an embankment ie thrown up
there 18 no danger of aracking the navement aas
the roots go to firm eround ami mcidture, an.
and there 1is ?atar in these ditehes a good part
of the time. And when the shoul.sers cof the road
.are ma ie wider, or the surface 1o llat, the trees
can be placed farther from the pavement:

nne of our leading men who spent his
allotteu time in Irance, saiu they‘woro 8 wonuerful

protection tc life at night planted'thie waye



1273
MILLER, E.Ldll Hosaw. D, (MRS, ) C LskVIL. 18716
: 14
e sald the trucke aund motoroysles had to travel

@)

80 mugh at night during the war and with no lights,
and the men continunlly thanked the woanuerful. .
forathought of the French for planting in thie
Y, far those l11lving sentinels ou euch slde
kept them safely on the roau. It —ill Lave the
game boarine with the bright lights from cars.
You can sce tho troes hen you sannot see the
‘road, and you know they are hetween you ani those
cark shadows that may Jjust be a shavow or may
be aijeep ditgh that too many have alfeany found,

Then G, 5. Heeu, the pood road expert form
“os Angeles, wae here, he remarked about these
Iasfﬁtreee~anﬂ said be was plaa<to ses thum,\aéa
\ the‘beauty of the raou anu the safety of trawel’
more than oompengatod for the braesk in the pave=
maent Jhich cﬂulfxbe rapalred shruld a breag oacur
- whioh he %ery mmoh doubted.

Thie plan has gone over nNklahoma amd we

, ha§6 recseived letters asking

for 1nformation, go maghiugton county's plan

heg been used aver the states One from Mr. EeB.

Cuthryy, qtate pronidonﬁfgf Capitol Route Highway
b y , il .
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Aggsoolation, asks for sﬁfnrzation in these wordey

"am jwpressed with the 1dea that fhe plan you u&Ve
inltlated ahoula be extended over the ent;re route,
won't you please write me advising me in some detail
just what your future nlans are with reference tb work
along this 1ine in order that i nay take it up with
our board of alrestérs with a view of making a route
projest of 1it,."

4]
SOMMANTS

/

"hen Mrs. Miller's son attended the "klahom
University at lUorman she also attende. and toék a
gousge in ornithologye. .

‘For seven years Mrs, Miller wmsp etote chdirman .
of nature work for the states Federation of ®omen's
Clubs, and Btate @arliamentafian a1 two yearé.
che was first president of the Ztate Pionger Jlub
anu 18 an héndr;ry member of the Tuesuay Slub
and Garden {1lub of dartlesvillc and a 1life member
of the (klBhoma Historienl 3061ety.

Mrs. siller is known in clud cireles fhrough-
out the state ani natinn, 2pd 18 listed in "'ho'\zi ‘

"ho among the club wome.. She ig membor of the
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Rational League of hn':un Pen !o-tn, Was natiommlly

ecomended for her work as chseirman of Vexr Seving Servies
and pl&esdiglu,‘ambnod‘ the Advisory board of
the Boy Mtl of Amariea. -
She eoneeived a phan and oonpiiod a _us: of the
naneg of all sxwservice msn in Weshington County foaxr o
mﬁu Bridge across Caney River in Bartlesville. This
11” was sngraved on broif® tablets and placed in pylons
on this dridge, it being the only Msmorisl Bridge in the
.+0xld at this time. She ig & memder of thé United Daughters
of the Confederacy and the D, A. R,
B&l. Miller is instrument 1 in starting bird wrk in
the solwols. in Oklahoms, garring for four years 8s
chaimn for the General Federation of Fomen's Slubs on nature
study, birds, flomers end wild Ri¥e, an ocutstanding sehieve=
mant t'o her er dit is a sanctuary, built under her dmctipn.
at Chateau de Saint-liilaize, & lovaly eatete ¢wo hours drive
from Paris, rrane)o. Nrs. Millor's litearature &nd her work
for protcc;.ion of song birds have brought her signal recognition

in the United States and foraign oogxntr; ef:\\



