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Field Worker's name J**

This report made on (date)

ton
M a r c h M t h » 1 9 3 B

1. Name John G. M110«r

2. Post office Address

3, Residence address (or location)

4. DATE o?

5. Place of bir th

I'cnth Day 1 6
Year

18 °
Kentucky

6. rasie of Father
Kentucky

place of birt;i J

Other information about father

7. Nane of la ther Place of b i r th
Kentucky

Other information abcut mother

or complete narrative by the field worker dealing with the
[life and story of.the person interviewed. Befer to Manual for
[suggested subjects and questions. Continue on blank sheets if
[necessary and attach firmly to th i s form. Number of sheets
[attached 8
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Johnson H. Hpjnpton,
Investigator,

24th 1938V

4
Tntervfr w with John C, f
Intexsnarr i ed white :
Finley, Oklahoma.

I was born ?/>ay 16th, ir-70, ir. .entucky t-ind I v/aa &bout

five ye.&rs old when we came to the Indian '. e r r i to ry ; T came to

this co;ontry with ray mother, my father having died ut the old

home back in Kentucky. My mother had some re la t ive s&o h?:d

moved to this country v&o wrote to her to come out here f s i t

wr:3 a fine country to work >;nd make a l iving so Mother declced

to coae.. e l e f t our old Tiome back in .entucky in an ox WRgon

but before we got he re^e stopped in 2e.x?is*'nd worked there for

nlout e year, we then l e f t there and came to this country, v.e

lander at Cansdian end located there on a farm which v,e re:ted
«

from an Indian of the name of K0llo>-?£. e live:: on Ms farm

for about three years ar. . raised corn, cotton ru L othci frra.
•I '

products and -e raised ho^s for our mef;t i ut e raised cat t le

o^ly for milk and for home use nd a t that time there were no

farms much eround this place. ,he land \vas fine u d a river ran

near the town p.nd this r iver had good bottom land on i t , but there
s.

were but few f&nzs there; the country .oa a l l open there was not

much fencing anywhere and there were not many white people l iv ing
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in tha t country at that time, end I saw very few Indiana

there while I l ived there* e the© moved from t ' :ere and

came to ">tringtown, Choctaw ? a t lon , and I think tha t we

v;ere in '-nd aro nd H r i n to«n for about twenty years a l l

t o ld . The pine t i ' . hc r around th i s place was f ine -nd not

only pine timber but whiteoak, cedar and walnut timl er and

a l l t h i s timber wa3 cut out by the sawmill and the lumber

was ship;-ed out from th i s p l s c e . There Ernst brve b^en

several mi l l ions of f ee t of lumber t ha t 7;ent out of t h i s

small s t a t i o n u n t i l a l l the bes t t imber T.«S cut out in

tha t par t of the country by those savaaills which then were

moved away. .

lome t ime ' in 1884 .re r.overl from ^trinfftotm and v/ent

to c^ l e s t e r ; and T*"e then lr-ovcd from the re to >> sawni l l which

was located sbout <?even or e igh t miles south of ;-:artshome,

we then moved feom there to Clayton, on the 'F r i s co r a i l r o d.

e then moved from the re to a l i t t l a s t a t i o n which*had a aaw-

raill whf-re cy mother ran a toarding-ho'use «nc we l ived there

for about two years.W3 theai Koved from t h e r e t o nnother l i t t l e

s ta t ion ca l led .;OSOL.., on the TFrisco and we the:, moved lack
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to "tanley. When'•. e moved back to i tanley, my mother married
m

a man of the name, of Rutherford; we then moved back to Koscsae,

end have lived there for stout th i r ty years; tqy stepfather, Xr.

'utherford died there ond 1^ burled in the cemetery <-t nt lers*

-.lien we caae to Kosoas, there <.es • t i s planer located

there. They got their lumber from the Esounteins v&ere they

had aavaaills; they hauled the lutnb r from thooe c i l l s to the

planer here i t was planed end shipped to some di3fcent place

.here i t vas loaaeu on cer3 and sl-.lpped. The liBabt r-was haul-

ed y tecc^s i.nd 02.sn end they made pretty ?ood money by hauling

the lumber from those mils. ;t that tir.e th i s country :% 9 f u l l

of fine yellow pine t in ier , cedar, vhiteoak ?.n.' ^slmit t in t . ' r ;

this was very l e r e ti«nt r but the mills soon cut them c-̂ nj

they ^ot the best tiir.b r they could r.-l then raover to -jomc other

place.

t thiit tir* ther-ewere lots of ivil; "-,ame, deer, tur-.ey -nd

o t h e r s m a l l fjmc r-.v. r. - - r c a t c c e l o-f I ' l s h i n ' L c ree:%s e n . r ' v e r s ;
i

the toys would go out and -rill deer or a turkey at ny time they

wanted end A© could go do^n to the r iver fin . k i l l r.il the fish r.=e

vjar.ted la f. l i t t l e while .nd =x>me of the ruea s i l led some tears o»

tne aourtains 1 rid sold the meat to the people of the mil l , and the

Indiana ftould s e l l the i r meat to them nlso. At that tlr.e this
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country waa a fine country' but now i t i s &11 .^ue to

I married an Indian coman; I had to buy my penalt to marry

this Choctaw woman ai?d i t cost rae "100.00 m s c r i p . e could

buy t h i s s c r i p for about half pr ice so i t did not .cost me th«

100.00 hut about -50.00* Under the Jfcoctav; lr. when n v/hi te roan
4

war ted to mp.rry n Tr.dian he could buy his l i cense T that vmy or

he could iffi-rry without buying the permit, but in order to be

vithin l 'v of the Kation and by the civice of jnother men T

thou-Jit that i t vrould be best to buy the rennlt so I did so".

,he difference waa that when you married tinder the Choctaw 1* w

you h-G !he same rights -.nd privileges as the Fullblood and

v.ere -s much subject to the i r laws ns one of them and you h?d

a ri"M to f i le on land and g^t the benefit of the payments

like e Fullblood, but on the other band if you did not set

ruirried under the Chocta!s_ I^TTS you were just - 'citizen -id not

entitled to £,ny of the rights and privileges as a FullHood^

so ?vhe' the I awes Conmissioner came down to enroll the Choctaws^

I know of several white men «ko h?o married Indian women by get-

ting their licenses fronj^^ari3, Texas which v os the r . e«re t place

to get licenses a t 'tiiat time, '/hey has. to g e t ' t h e i r permits and

marry ovor after they bed been married for a lo: g time and they •
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found out that they would not get any land nor be ent i t led

to their payments so they hsd to ^et married again in order

to get on the ro l l s nd have the r ight to .select their l«nd

just the same £3 the Indians.

I have been among the Choctaw t r ibe ever since I have

been here in their country nd have had an Indian wife but

I never did have any trouble with any of the Indians; in fact ,

they are a l l good people and attend to the i r ow business e-nd

l e t othr-rs alone and are a l l honast snd law-abiding ci t izens

and make good neighbors, I never did attend any of t he i r

camp meetings nor any of the i r c r i e s . I an no\? l iv ing e t

r in ley , but my home is ct losome where I hf.ve lived for the

pest th i r ty yee.r3 1th my mother a:, wife.


