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1. Neme % John C. Miller

2. Post nffice Address Pinley, Oklahoma

3, Residence address (or locatinn)

890
4, DATE OF "IRTH: i'~nth He¥ Day 16 Year 1 .
14
5. Place of birth Hentucky
Kentuc
€. Tame of Father x Place of birti ky

Other informstinn abo'it father

. ) Kentuc
7. Name of "»thLer Place of birth y

s
Other information abcut mother

- -

‘Totes or complete narrative by the field worker dealing with the
.life and story of. tlhe person interviewed. Refer to l{anual for
suggested subjects and questicns., Continue on blank sheets if
necessary and attach firmly to this form Number of sheets
attached 6 . .
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Johnson Y. Hemplon,
Investigator,
verch 24th 1938,

+
Intervic w with John C. }iller

Intermmearried vhite :ane.
Finley, Cklehoma.

1 was born Mgy 16th, 1770, ir .entucky ard 1 was about
five yesrs old when we came to the Indian ‘erritcry; T came to
this coantry with my mother, my father having died =t the old
home back in <entucky. ¥y mother had some relative who hud
moved to this country vho wrote to her to come out here rs 4t
wns a.f-lne conntry' to work =nd make a living so Mother deciced
to come. e left our o0ld home back in ‘entucky i{n an ox wason
but befcsx;g we got hereg"ae stopped in Ie,xz:s*'nd workec there for
etout a yc;ar, we then left there and came to this country. e

?

lander at Cansdfan end located there orn & farm which ve rested

.

from an Indian of the neme of Yelloog. e live: on l.is fam
for about three years =~ . ratsed éorn. cotton i d othe: frru
o

sroducts snd .e raised hogs for-'our mest tut e rsfsed cattle
o.ly for mflk and for home use 'nd at that time there were no

farms much amund this place. .he land wass fine .:d a river ran

nesr the town sn¢ this river hed good bottom lcnd on {t, but there

were but few farms there; the country .es all open there was not

much fencing snywhere and there were not many whits people living
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in that country at that time, end I saw very few Indians
there while T lived thcrse e then moved from there and
ceme to Stringtown, Choctaw 'ation, arnd I thirck thet wve
wvere in ~nd aro ndiltrin town for sbout twenty years sll
t9lée The rine ti-ter around this place was fine -nd not
only pine tfmber but whiteoak, cedar and welnut timter and
all this timbcr was cut out by the sawmil) and the lumber
wes ship;ed out from this i)lsce. Trere st h-ve been
several millinns of feet of lumber that went out of this
small station until all the best timber res cut nut {n
that part of the country by those sawmills wﬁich then were
mayed avaye.

| Jome time in 1384 re m;ved ;}tm “tringtown snd went

to cilester; and ve then roved from there to » sawmill which
®

-

was located stout seven or eight miles south of “artshorne,
we then moved f;om there to Clayton, on the 'Frisce railfo d.
e then moved from there to a 1fttle stat{or which -had & saw-

m{ll where my mother ran a toarding-house ané we lived there

for about two years.w2 then roved from there to another little

gtation celled .‘osct..., on the 'Frisco and we the: moved lack



VILLER, JOHH C. INT! FVI: ¥ : 13441
. 165

.

to “tanley. %hen . e moved back to Itanley, my n;:other merried
a- men of the name, of Rutherford; we then moved back to Xosoms,
and have 1ived there for atout thirty yesrs; my stepfather, iT.
"utherfc;rd dfed t:.-here end 4= buried in the ccfme'tcry «! ntlers.
.hen vie came t0 Xpsoms, there was * tig plenér located
there. They got their lumber from the mounteins vhere they
hed sawmills; they hauled the lwmb r from those mills to the
planer .here it wes nlaned¢ and gshippec to same distent plzce
ihere it was .loaceu on eers znd 3zippede The lumb«r was haul-
ed 'y tearms wnd oxen end fhey made pretty zood money by hauling
the lumber from those n{lla. 't that tirme tinis couniry « s full
af? fine yellow pine timter, cex“.ar, vhiteosk +n. welput timb:r;

this was very lar e tizt r bdut the mills scon cut them own)

they vot the best timb r they coulé =’ then moveu 16 zomr other

L3

vlace.
t that 'E;r'b there were lots of wil: -~eme, deer. tu‘r-‘ey ‘nd
other small gm'ne sr. . ~reat deel of fish in h¢ reels ern. rivers;
.
the Loys would zo out snd <ill Zeer or a turkey st ‘py time they
vanted ¢nd we could go ¢own to the river :n .'kill ~i1 the fish we
vanted fn « little while ~nd ome of the men Killed somé tears op

ine mourteins ' nd scld the meat 10 Lhe people of the mill, and the

d{ans fould sell thei{r mest t0 them nlso. At that time this
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country was g fine country: but now it is «l} .pne to nothin-.

1 married an Indfan éom_an; I had to buy my permit to marry
this Chogtew women and 1t cost me 7100.00 in scrips. e coulc
buy thiz serip for stout helf nric\:e %0 it 414 not cost wme the
100.70 tut eboqt ~B50.00. Under the  hoctaw l:- when n <hitite man
rarted to merry n Tndien ke could buy hts ljcemses thst way or
ne could merry without btuying the permit, tut in order to te
*3thin 1-+ of the Nation and by the dvice of snother men 1
thou-ht that it would be test to buy the rermit so I did so.

.he cifference was that when you married under the Choctsw 1- w.
you h-¢ 'he same rishts -nd privileges ss the Fullblood sand
were -s much subject to their laws &3 one of them and you h=g
& ri<ht to f£ile on land and gét the ber;efft of the payments
like & Fullblood, tut on the other hend if you éic not get

A

nurried under the Choctew I:ws you were just - 'eitizem -zd rot

> . mem
-

entitled to sny of the rights and privileges as g Fullllood,
so vhe' the [awes Commissfoner ceme down to enroll the Choctavws.
1 know of several white men who hra married Indien women by get-

ting their licenses from  eris, 1exes vh{ch svas the re=re-t place

e~

.

to set li{censes st that time. 4hey ‘nés. f.g‘éet”thetr permits and

~marry over efter they hed been married for a lo:g iime and they
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found out that they would not get zny land nor be entitled
to their peyments so they hud to et merried again in order
to get on the rolls nd have the right to select their land
just the same e&s the Indians.

I heve been among the Choctaw {ribe ;ver since I have
been here in their country n¢ have had an Tndien wife but
I never 418 have any trouble with any qf the Indisns} in fact,
they are 1ll good people and attend to their ow business arnd
let oth~rs slone and are all honsst and law-gbiding ci{ti~ens
and make good neighbors, T never did attend anf of their
camp meetings nor eny of their cries. I am now living et
“i{nley, but my home s ot &osoma where I hove lived for the

past thirty yeers .4th my mother e: wife,



