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V/OiSSS PKOGHLoS itfX.INISTPJVr ION
Indian-Pioneer History Project for Oklahoma

jjeld worker 's nane
Robert w. small* --

Bisrerort rn^de on ' (di te) 19?

, Naice ( i f sr.y) of b u i l a l ^iound . . . . B R W O ^ . . ~— r ^ ~ ^

time farlng"B«rtqg™iy»tto K e g - W
I, Founded I--ate) U ^ jon Jhej^^ser^lo^^hore .^

3, Abandoned ( d a t e ) When they l e f t . vr-j abandoned

4, decent ovaiers of preni?et;Allotted by a member of Tonkawa tribe*

Mdress o:' rrejsent o;\.i^rs .

j;OIE:• Answer 2'ully, if po jc i t l e , questions 5 to 13 inclusive, here or on
sheets firmly attached to th i s foria, . - „ ^ - . .

5..0ri:iml o^nors of proniso, . ^ * m e ^ ^ part of N ^ Perce reservetion.
6. Give.n':nies of other rortons who a-L one t ins owned the premieres,
7. Approximate number of r,ravt,3. * (Not inolndlng wsecret" gra-e)
8. /cproximte number of marked ^r"-ves~^°~^y^e r s a^ Pr6.8Q»t time.
9. General condition of headstones, ir.cludii^g inscriptions-,

. Nuiubtr of inscribtions copied 'ind attuchc^.' ^ o n e (Place
oac'i ,ascription on a separate sheut and e t t rch a 1.1 to th i s fom) •

11. Any other information you v.-̂ i-c- able to (Sithtr at out the burial ground
including i t s his tory. See attached, note,

12. Condition of the premises In a cultivated f ie ld , at one edge.
13. Detailed location of ouriul ground.

14.LeS-l Io2?tion-of burial ground, County Kay

Section a Township

The :lat on .this form represents 640
seres,.one square mile, and is sub-
divide i into 40 ucre t r a c t s . The
center oi th.3 root ion, and bur ia l
ground snould be located accordiujily.
If possible, nakc- add i t i on 1 oub-
iivicions on plat to five more <•«;• ar
location. • "

er of sheets attached

to this form
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About e quarter of a mile from the city limits*of

Tonkawa ̂ >«rtee west side and about three hundred yards

below the old site of Yellow'Bull Crossing on the Salt

Fork River three Indian graves were situated on e high

bank on the north side of the river «nd two of these

graves had markers of common native stone in the year

1892. One of these craves is said to be that of• Yellow

Bull, Chief of the Nez Perce tribe of Indians. All

trace of these graves has become obliterated in recent

years and the markers hsve been removed, although the

exact place of interment is confined to.a relatively

small space of -round that extends out on a high bank

somewhat closer to the .river than other surrounding-

vands; this ground is in a cultivated field.

A lone grave, referred to on the attached plat is

located two or three hundred yards from the Salt Fork

River, on the north side ar.d is in the bottom lends of

the river; no road or trail is near this spot; the .-rave

is merked by a cedar tree not a oommon growth of timber

to this section. The top part of the cedar tree was cut
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off some years ago for a Christmas tree and a near re-

lative of the Indien buri«fl at tbe snot expressed regret

over the matter and the ovner of the land1, Mr. C. L.
«

.Gilkesoa has forbidden further tres.rssaing on the nanctity

of the spot thct is only r.frkod by thi3 cedar tree* Mr.

Gilkeson states that tLts grave ri«i one that is lenown as

a secret c^^ve hj the Indians* For so-r.a reason it wan

"d'esir.ui to bury the body in a aecret and isolated 3-ot

and to avoid the erection of a cnound or^^ument of any

kind but the small cedar was planted among the native

growth of brush and has grown into a tree of oonsid»

arable .size and stands o silent sentinel at the secret

grave. , -

Statements contained herein were made in interview

with C» L. (Hike son, owner'of S.S»^ ,Sec. 8, and the •

i 1892, whojjias lived here

qontinuously since*.


