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Elizabeth Ross,
Investigator,
Jan. 29, 1938.

AN OLD DUNGAN HOME..

Among the homes in the Pérk HL1l looality which have
stood for more than & half egentury is that one which was
occupied for twenty-~four years by the Revarend Mr. Walter
A. Duncen, his wife and seversl members of his family.

The Reverend Mr. Duncan was born in Georgla in 1823, and
died in October 1307, at his homs i2 Park HL1l. The house

+ . is situated oa a lovel spot mear the center of the aeigh-
borhosd, and was orce su;founded by a mumber of trees,
most of ﬁhicﬁ heve bees cut dows,

Upon ecaming to live at this place, Mrs. Juncan planted
walnut trees, which at the beginning of the World War had
grown %o immense sizs., Wishing to do her "bit" Mrs.
Duncan had the trees felled and the logs sold and the
progeeds were given to the war fund. But there is yst
standing iq Fhe yard, neay the house, oae of ths largsst
and oldest elm trees.in the aeotfon. This tres, perhapa
moYe thén a8 gentury o0ld, casts dense shade over a part of

the yard in the summer season.
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The Duncan house originally belonged to the Rev-
erend Mr. Leonldas Debson, first z Msthodist and later
a Presbyterian minister, Construction and completion
of the house was made in 1878, Darius Es Ward of
Tehlequah was the builder. The Reverend Leonidas
Dobson and his wife occupied the house until 1883, when
it was bought by the Reverend Welter i. Duncan,

As & member of the Cherokee National Board of

Edusation, of which he servedﬁas President for some time,

!:l

this minister wds long 1nteresve$): ths edueatianal
affalrs of the Cherokees. Before teking up his residence
fn the Park Hill locality, the Reverend Mr. Duncan had
spent ten years as Superintsndent of the National Orphansage,
the permanent location of which was at Salina, in the
Seline dfstricte

While residing at Park‘Hill the Reverend Mr. Duncan
filled several important offfcial position;. He served
es.a member of the Board of Eéucatioh,'and as a member of
a Cherokee delegation to the city of Washingtons Bach
year the Cherokees-were iepressnted at the seat of the

National Govermnment by a delegation empowered to attezd the
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bnainésa afrairs of their nation. In the earliocr ysers
men of undoybted abilf%y and high standing were selected,
nominsted by the Principal Chief, and confirmed by joint
vote of the two branches of the Nationa) Council. One
of the most able of the Cherokee delegates was the
Reverend Mr. Walter A. Dunecan, His knowleége of Cherokee
affeirs was wide and he was familier. with Cherokee history
to a remarkabls degree. He had arrived from the 0ld nation
as a youth, and as a young man had filled the position of
Privete Secratary to Principal Ghief Joha Ross in 1844,

While living at Park Hill the Reverand Mr. Dungsn
managed M & farm which was in the vidinipy of his home and
preached occasionally long after his retirement from active
ninisterial duties. Until his latest years he evinced
much interest in the affairs of the Chergkees, and in the
goverament of the uhitéd States. |

In his spare time the Reverend iir. Dunean studied the ‘
Greek languege and derived much pleasure in reading and -
translating 1t, even to the last days of his life,

¥rs. Kate Larzslers who becams the Rsverend Nr, Walter

A. Duncan's wife, a native of Maryland, lived for some
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years &fier his death in the home, but later lived in
Granite City, Illinois, in the home of her daughter, .
¥rs. He B, Smith, Mrs. Duncen's deeth oocurred at the
age of elghty-seven years, at tha£ place in Februar&,
19%0. Interment was made besids hér husband in the:
Ross cemétery at Park Hill.

The.Reverenﬁ Kr. Walter A. Duncan sometimes reealled
that he had visited the site of Tahlequah in 1834, fi?e
years before the selection of the spot upon which ;he
sapitol was built. At the time, he relsted, there vias
only one residence to be seen, which stood on a height 
east of the futurs capital. This house was cacupied by

Young Wolfe, who was of hal? white and half Cherokee blood.



