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Journalist, Jsmes R. Carsélowey,
April 13, 1938.

Interview ‘with Mertha (Horm) Mitchell,
Vinite, Oklshom=.

DEPICTING BECK-PROCTOR FIGHT : |
In Goingsnake District in , |
1872 . i ’ [

¥y neme is Martha (Horn) Mitchell. I live om Ndrth
b ‘ ’ :
: Foreman Street, Vinita., 1 wes born near Stilwell in

éGoingpnake Distriet on Mareh 17, 1862.

t
i

My father's name wag John Horn snd he was born

3
1

iiugust 23, 1823, and died in 1883. My maternal grend-

nother, Elsie Hicks merried Jer¢miah Horn, & white men.
| .

She was the dsughter of Chief Charles R, Hicks of a
‘branch of the Cherokes Indians in Texes. My mother's

“—‘——“—“uaia*was;Snaan~%H&cke}ﬂﬂergv S e

v

I wes married to George . Mitchell on June 13,
~

1888, Xe sre the perents of Lee P.,Joseph F. Clay A.,

S

Bet.lah V., George /. Jr., Ross B. and Foremen Drew.
My husbapnd, George #. Mitchell, wes first martried
t6 Susen Cherckee, daughter of Stephen and Pollie C.

'(Beck) Hiidebrand, and they were the parents of

b -
i
!
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Dr,fRoﬁert L., Levia L., Savole L, e2nd Clrude S. Mitchell.

T'reised both families of children and they all look upon

/
/

’/me 8s their mnothe r acd come to see me yet, the s~me &s

e} Tahlequah.” — -

if they were all my .own children.

¥hen 1 was first merried we lived in a litile logﬁ
house neny Oeks now in Delssere County. My husband and
I both trught school near there for some time. I ususlly

had a Full blocd school. +then we lived at Ocks we traded

My step-son, Dr. Robert L.'Eitchell, was borm

_April 17, 1876, in the little log house we first lived -

in after my marrizge to his fatbher. He is s graduate of .
the Mrle Seminary of the cless of 1395. He was instructor
in the Cherokee Orphan Asylus from 1395 to 1399, end at

the Yale Seminary from I900 to 1902.  Hs gradusted—from

the y~dieal nepartmenﬁ of the University of Arkenses in
1904. He w: = merried to Jgaephiné G. Barker oa Juns 1,
1815, and they are the perents of one son, Pobert Thurston
M{ tchell, bnrn M@y 21, 1916.

Dr. Mitchell entered the service on May 18, 1918,
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in g};@ﬁaical C\orps, unsg /ﬁn Fronce and Germeny for
eighteon months, during which time he was advanced to
a Captaincy end was mustered out of the service with
the renksof a me jor.

After Dr. Mi tchell returned from overse=s he
waf_selected as one of the first doctors in the Veterans'

Hospi tal at Muskogee »nd is still with them. His wife

died in 1930 2nd was buried in the Fairviex Cemetery —_

at Vinite. Dr.-Robert L. Mitchell was a grandson of

éSI?}*Yﬁéék) Hildehrand, who first married Stephem —

Hildebrand, and later 2 man by the name of Chesterton.
The Beck-Proctor Fight in 1872,
4
T was ten years old when this fight took place,

et the Goingsneke Court House nesr our place. I can-

not give s detailed account of it, nezrly so good ss

Dr. Mitchell, who hes ell -the facts in the crse but
W1li glve 1t as'neerly es I remember it.

7eks Proctor rode up to Hildebrasnd's mill in
Goingsnake-one dey in 1872 eand sterted e fuas with
Pollie Hildebrand's second husband, 8 men of the\ﬁame

of Chesterton shose first neme I do not remember.

-



' : 469
MITCHELL, MARTHA HORN. INTERVIEW, ’ 13584 -

-4-

Proctor drew his pistol on Chea%erton snd at the same
‘time Poll;e‘atepped in between the two men, juast as
Proctor pulled the trigger and she feil to the ground‘
dead.

?

3::',Proctor was belng trigd in the Cherokee court at
the court house in Goingsnake Diétrict with Mose Alﬁerty
a3 judge on the bench. ?he'charge was sssault with
intent to kill on the person of Cﬁéaterton end the
Beck boys, +ho were broth rs of “ollie (Hiidebrand)
Chesterton were very angry &t Proctor, and sucéeeded
in getting a writ for ’roctor in the Unitéd States
Court, at Fort Smith. The triasl was already in progress
before the Becks secured .the writ and ithey secured three
United States Marshals and Eogether with Sam Beck, Sut
Beck and Bill Beck, al; brothers of the slain, Polly
(Beck) Hildebrund Chesterton, Gegfge “elvege, Bill Hicks,
George McLothlin; theylwent fmnediately to the Goingsuneke
Court House t; ts ke tgélsrisoner,. Zeke Proetor, whose

trial was under way, to- Fort Smith o be tried there

on 8 more serious cherge.
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They had hardly gotten inside the door of the court
house before shooting started and & pitched battle ensued. -
The guards wﬁo hed Proctor in charge returned the fire,
Proetor grabbed 2 gun and assisted in "shooting it out”
with thg Beck cro®d and when the smoke of battle had cleare
ed away three of the Beck crowd hed been killed and ahout
as msny on the other side with the prisoner, Zeke Proctor,
and several others badly woufded.

I cénnot remember any of the nsmes of %he men who
were killed in this battle, but Johnson Proctcr, & brother
of Zeke Proctor. They brought him by our house with a

‘crovd following, and I never forgot thet scene. I was told
that Isasc Venn end Andy Palone were two of the guséhe who .
had Proctor under gurrd, but I do not know ff they‘were
killed but i¢4 {s hardly likely they escaped.

2

Moves To Craig County in 1894.

)

¥hen {1 came time to taske 2llotments, we sold our
place near Osks, in Delgwaro'County,and moved to Craig
‘dénnty about twelve milps north of Vinita in what is now
West Point District. #e took sllotments for our entire

femilies there, but there was no school near when we ¢
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tirattq;ved-yhere and my husbend immediately set out
to ge%.% ngrbkea school established there.l'we had
to have éf.least fifteen scholars before they iould -
give‘us*azécﬁool and we did not heve thet many so my
husbandlweﬁt out of the district and got echildren
enough to éomp ;nﬁ’stai at our house end go to schéol
to make up the fifteen pupils.

¥y husband was appointed as the firs} teacher

and they paid him $35.00 per month. The school was

4

called "iest Pognt" end 1s still going.

3

y brothers‘énﬁ sisters all moved to Craig County

P L]

#hen we did. They are Berk F, Clevelend, Xate Carrett,

»
f<3

snd Fennie M¥orris.

Dr. Mitche11~Buys Log Hut
In #hich 'Be was Bora.

Dr. Robert L. Mitchell‘of the Veteran's Hospi tal
at Muskogee owns a fine prairie farm of severel hundred
acres in the #%est Point District, but he is a great
hand for relies snd is just c¢losing a deel fof our old
home place near Oaks, in Delawsre County, and has bought

the o0ld log house in which he wes born and ~i1l move it
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on his father's old home place and have it rebuilt for
a summer home end keepaake. -
Husband Died in 1923,

M§ husband, George ¥. Mitchell died on our £rrm
twelve miles north of Vinita, Jenuery 15, 1923, snd wes
buried in the Fairview Canetgry at Vinite. Cometime
sfter his death I moved to town, (Vinita) where our boys
went through high school and where msny of them have gone
in business. My son, lLee R. Mitchell, served two terms
as court clerk of Cr=ig County af’g{er Stetehood and later
engaged in the frrm loan business. He is now living in
Tulsa and is with & building end loen compeny. My hisband
served two years on the National School Boerd at Tahleguah
before Stetehocd. John ¥. Butler snd Lee “ayden were the
other two members of th; board who served wi th my husband.

All my children are living except Percy. who died February

3, 1884. \

e

>



