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MINUGH, CHARLES A,  INTERVIE:. ~,
B.Sherwood *

THE CHEROKEE STRIP RUN OF 1893.

¥», Cherles A. Mindgh wes born {f Marysville Ohio in
1889, Mre Minugh wes born near Cttawa Yensas in 1889,

They came to the Indi=n Territory in Febriary-law.
The Cherokee S%rip had hooths for registering at 4ifferent
points on the bordsr line. As soon sas tfxay were open
for reglsteraticn, I registered at a beoth in Stillwater,
and then began t0 equip myself for the"run"on September
16%h,1893., I bought a four year old sorrell cow horse,
which T padd 840.00 for which was a good price at that time.
On the morning of September the 15th, I went five miles
west of Stillwater and was‘all ready foar the signal the
next morning to start, and it was 1i%e a stampeed, as some
poor horses with their riders would stumble end fall, dut
that slackened the speed of thoss behind, for in this racs,
it was every man for himself., I st;ked my olaim about
soven miles south west of Perry, and 1 startsd at once to
build our rirst home on the claim. It was one they called
a half dugout. I dug cut a cellar shout 12 dy 16 reet'and
four feet deop, and built & sod wall all arothd the top,
walch was two feet thick and four r?et high. - I made the
roof out of poles and wove in dranches and leaves and usesd
sane tsll wild érass that grew on the prarie, which made a
very gnod roof, if it didn't rain too hard, ’I sent werd to
ny wifes in Stillwater to briné our wagon and team sad all |
our belongings, which were not very muck. , After she arrived
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and We bad our home all fized, I went $o Stillwater ana SO
gt a job at a brick yard, which paid $1.25 per day. Ve
ounly worked until aoon oa Saturdays, so 1 walked 232 mlles
oub to owr clalm and waelied bucx Junday uight and would be
on the job Monday morning. 1 would make a trip home onoe
a month. At the brick plant, all the brick mere hand made
and four of ws men would average avout five thousand brisk
per da‘y.. I worked this way for four years and in that
time I saved up enough money to build us e small frame
house, which‘I- hauled the lumber from Ferry and started
farming. My crops econsistod of corn, cats and kalfir corn
and other head grains that were adopted to that soll. I
set out an orochard c¢f peaches, apples, plums ard oherry .
trees, but the life of an orchard cut on the prairie was
gbout four or five years. we hought our supplies from a
man nsmed Cothan, vwho ha;d £ general merchandise store and
was Post ¥aster snd tamier st Orlando. ¥hile I would be
vorking away from home, ny wife wouid often have visitors
in her dug-but, sugh as rattle snakes, eentipeées, skunks
and other varmints. Our cows, hogs &und sheep socn grew
% be quite a large herd, and in the spring of the year, it
would keep us busy killing the wolves, whlch wera destroying
our young stock. My wife was a good shct with a rifle or
pistol. It was severzl years before there were any schools
or shurehes. The first schcol house was built in 1896 about
two miles west of our claim. The school was named Moubry,
after an Indian ocitizen of that neighborhood.

Freight in car lots were set cut on the slding st ¥hoxton

vater tank mml wers walveded and Inulsd by wagen Arains ts
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stillwater. It was very lonesoue for my wife to hold dowm 384
imm: claim, While I wus away al work, but tﬁe roeople 1n those
days were all good lLeerted, honest people., The neighbors
would help eaoh other, and at that, it was auch sefer to
1ive out thers on the claim by yourself, tian it is to
1ive in nost any town today. There was & mnall creek toat
ran tarough our clszim ocalled Cow Oreex, which Turnished
our stock with walers«  As there waarno game lew then, we
glweys had plemty of fresh meat to eat, such as prairie
chioken, quail, d&eer and dusxs end geese in the season.

We lived on cur oleim ten years and moved to Nowata,
Indian Territory and farm;.ad there until 1903 when ve moved\
to Muskogee,and have raised a fmlly of eleven ohlldren,
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MITCHELL, ALBERT MOSE  INTERVIEW. .
Form A-({S-149)

BIOGRAPHY FORM P
WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION , 386 .
Indian-Pioneer listory Project for Oklashoma

Field Worker's name _ Bradley Bolinger

This report made on (date) Mav 14 193 7

1, Name ‘ Albert lLiose liitchell

2, Post Office Address Panola, Oilahoma

3. Residence address (or location) 1 mile south of Banola Post Office.

4, DATE OF BIRTH: Month January Day 30 Year 1862 -

5, Place of birth At whet is now Gilmore--In the chocataw Nation

6, Name of Father _Robert Henry llitchell Place of birth Boon County Ark,

Other informetion about fatherRjckerd Cemetary.South Dast part of this

. count
7 Name of motherlMarthe Tennisee I.Iitchgl Place of birtn Alabama

Ot.er informetion about motherorne in alabams- died and burried

richerd Cemetary in the south eest part of this county.

Notes or complete narrative by the field worker dealing with the life and

- story of the person interviewed. Refer to Lanual for suggested subjects
and questions, Continue on blank sheets if necessary and attach firmly to
this forms Number of sheets attached .




