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e could see to rsad large print éﬁd;even tq drive-a- -

car. ﬁé never attemptéd to read sméll srint. He

" Osecar W. Stewart,/son of Geerge ¥. Stewart and

hisyﬁife Margafet Nahers Stewart, was born at Pléasa 1

‘.

t

Ridee, ’ississiﬁpi vay 9, 1883,
At the age of tw— and ona—half years he suffered

from acute {nflammatory rheumatism that gradually grew

worse untii he'wag unsble to stand on his feet. He

- . g hed

 recoversd from this, but it left him with an éhkyloséd

. LA
right elbow. At the age of twelve years his vision
" )

begur: t0 grow ﬁ;m. . ‘Zhen his teachers and parents. -

noticed this he was sent to the Texas School for the |

Plind. By "sonserving his vision in using the‘}ingezén

— 7 : .. ,
t0 -read the Sraille, his loss of vision was arreste?.

»

_“vraduated from the Texas Sehool for the Blind with a

scholars 1ip to the Texas University. instéad of

© ~

J

golng there, howeven, he came with his parents to Hobart,

whers he bouight a newspaper and with his father®
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B vgungest brothedysdie P, Stewart, assuped its publi- S

~

cation.

<

Later he decided to 4o} to Vander%,_ University

-

and study for the ministzy. While there he had.a

o

nervous breakdown aﬂ& came home to regain his healthe——— -
: - . . . 8 , ’ / / )
. After months of Test he accepted a pastorate, and //,/’ <.
. _ / .-

from then until 1910 was an active member of th Akla-

.. LT 2N s ! Ss - \
homa Conference. He was married in 1906 %0 Miss Janie
%#est Robertson of Virginia.

s

Tn lgloﬁhe'waS'appointed,to Glinton Methodist SR 7L1
Chﬁrch (south) to ihich'place he moved_ from Eidofado, - | ;;,
.with ﬁig wife and two ehildreng Virginia Eligzabeth ang
Oscar' 7ilhelm II.  He had been in Clinton only six .
months wben he sccepted the posit1on of Superznte;dené

of the Oklahoma School for the Blind, being automaticalk&

Y relieved of tne pastoratb and placed im the field of

~ .

- e e e e

educayion., - o ‘ . ‘
dségr«w; Stewart was éyéoiﬁfed Superinte;dent éf -
:thq Okiahoma Sbﬁoél.for the Biind July'1l, 1911, when -
' the school %as in fha.éld bgrraéks bu;ldinéé.at ?orﬁ.'.
Gibson. - He at once realized the 1na§equaoy.of bpiléiqé;

~

- - LU - . . . .
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the school,/was/iif

cdgsaiblzﬁigg lacking in opﬁ?rtuni- '
Iy \ ~ - ' - e o _
bies for the blind. Afgef (ntiring effort he suchaded /
~» \_// . \ ‘ . /
in vermanentTy locaﬁfgy/%he sehool on its present site
/. ' K
(\

jukt easgt “Zﬁj?ﬁﬁéézv of Muskogee, wn&ch site was \x g
ps

doneked by the late WX-GOVBTHOI Churlas ¥. Haskell, °
wr, Qtaéart succeeded *n retting #ﬁe Legislature to

ﬁ“ﬁ”onriﬂte sufﬁicient funds for/ the erection of the
- N

fi”s+ four buildines. He then spnnt a mqnth‘visiting ’

@

the largest and most ™ Jod@rn oChOOlS qu the Plind in this’

b e ‘Q* N .
country' and a general nlan of %he future comnlete
i ¢ 7 “. . “-{
1qat1tut?on was made before the " first ‘building wa S

_eTected in 1913-147 ~ while these first buildings were

being erected, the echool was cuartered in thé old

P

— Snaulﬂinggcg,lege building : 1n MuSkogee (pow the

MU S S

yuq*ogee General Hoepi%al) The school moved into'i€§" R

®

new home on the present/camnus the uummer of 1914;

As his vision had been impaired at thn age of

_twelve years, Oscar Stewart knew the tremendous

himself into this wark

[

Fendicnp of the blind end th
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with all his inusual emergy and insight. - The
.enrollment of the schgol'in lQli_wés thirty students,
"an&they.were using a wvery limited numbgr of MNew | b
York P01nt embossed books; whiie,now the enrollment.
,1§ one hundred and Fif 5y students, with a Braille
.lLbrar;W;;mbaring 10,000 volumes and a ﬁrint
library of anproximately 3,000 volumes.’

'Buigding after buirding, was erected as thé
scliool's enrotlment increased and new courses and
departments have been added yeur by year. - ﬁis effi-
ciency kept Mr..Ftewart iﬁ the ﬁlace of Superintendent

' thr‘o\xbh zsdm1nlst at).on after admmiatratlon in the .
utate, and now this group qé twenty and more oulldlnvs |

with its conp¢ete organization stands tud&]-&S his

- /ﬁéimanent monument.' ?he Oklahoma Schoel for the

e

~ Blind iéﬁsecond to none in the United States in
ffieiency and products 1ayvoung m;;;ood and young
wonanhood. Only a small per cent of the one hundred
graduates has fgiled'to make a.l§ving. The gruduates
of ﬁhe Oklahoma School for the Biind look upon t_eir

handicap as a challenge and face life with edergy ard ,

o 'mnbitiono
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Mr. Charles %. Dawson F. A. I. A. is architect —
v .
'of this complete unit of buildings of 0ld English
B » ///. .
————geunttyside type.

.-

Mr. Stawérf was superintendent of the school
:frﬁﬁ 1911 until fﬁe Fall of 1925.‘; AfTter his Beatﬁh
the Udate Board of Education a}pointed his wife,
Mrs. Janie Rﬁberteon Stewert, as Superintendent.
.She is carrying on and completing his plans in every
detail, i
Mr.:stewért tgbk an ;ctive part 1nlNational,
; State, and Civic affairs. He loved and was loved -
by the citizenship of Muskoéee.

In the American association of Instructors for

“%he blind he was s young, vigordus, Ske, and ‘ccepted

e
R r's -

-

ieader. Dr. Edward £. Allen, Dean of fHorkers for the

3lind in the United States and builcer of the Penn-
sylvania School for the Blind at { yverbrook, tniladelphia,

and of the Massachusetts School for the Blind, Riverside,

[y

Roston, watched Mrw sté_wm with confidence and affec-

A
tion as he stepped into his place by the side.of men

-

older and more experienced im the work. -

-
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After hie death the Governor, the State Bosrd . -
of hducation, and tbe State Board of Publiec ﬁffaira

| rnmad the large adm;nlstratlon building of the school
’ A,

"Stewart hali,” A beautiful bronze tablet placed in

the corridor of thl Luilding wos given hy the mupils,
tesclers, officers, end enployes of the school as a
-y . = '
» y

token of their love for uim,



