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Karratire of Elizabeth Boss
On

The Chiefs Sausage Grinder*

A re l ic of the olden time let a rather heavy, steel

sausage grinder, which once belonged to Joan Boss, the

Principal Chief of the Cherokee Nation, Tad grinder,

now in possession of a descendant of the Chief in the

Park Hil l community, was used In ths old nation east of

the Mississippi River &>me years before the rexocYal west
* * *

of the Cherokee**

Many of the people of the Cherokee Nation carried,

articles and utensils with them when they started out on

their way to Indian Territory in the Fall of 1838* Sam

of them lost portions of their beloagiuga along the route

of travel bat others managed to retain, most of that wi ih

which they had started* During the many years which.have

passed ill ace the arrival in Indian Territory, now Ol&ahoiaa,

raany objects of u t i l i ty haVs boon los t , but occasionally

some re l ic which recalls past and eventful times i a ftmot.

The old sausage grindar i s such a r e l i c . ,
r
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Tht sausage grinder reca l l* a period in the old

nation beyond the Mississippi when cumbers or the people

gav# a t tent ion to the ra i s ing of hogs and used the meat,

as i s done In these more modern days of 1958« But, be-

fore the use of hog meat, earns into use by the less con-

terratiYe portion of the people, there was a time when

large numbers were decidedly opposed to pork, bacon,

oausage or l a r d . Those so opposed adhered to the belief

in ancient cuatons and in such.ar t ic les of d ie t as their

forefathers had used* %« hog was long unpopular for food

purposes* 5Jhd principal reason was the belief that any

person who used tfee mea't of the hog'partook of the,nature

of that animal^ that is,became sluggish and alow of motion.

The nieat of the wild deer was -extensively used because

the £e«p i s a quiek-aaotioned and a l e r t animal t whereas the

bog and ox and cow are alow and often sleepy. Adhering to

such btiUefs* %hs co»^errotiv«s were iong reluGtant in

utilisslng the.meet of the hog ad an a r t i c l e of d i e t . But

s i years paased, the wild, game became ?ery scarce and so

ffrentually the most ooneerratiTe of the full-blood or the

nativ* elesient becaroo users of hog meat.
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According to the narrat ives of t ravelers among the

Cherokees i n years long past there was a prevailing cus-

tom among the more improvident members of the Indian

nation to make frequent v i s i t s to the more well-to-do

ci t izens and to eat and drink { and sleep ) a t the

l e t t e r ' s expense. ftiis custom i s s t i l l practiced to

more or l e s s extent among the full-bloods of today, 1938*

Though not only the wel l - to^o are v i s i t ed , but those

also in poor circumstances. ye**r in and year out there

were guests who dropped in for the i r ineala • Their hosts

nec9S3ari3y were compelled to ra iae large quanti t ies of

farm and garden products, as well as sheep, ca t t le and

hogs. When a number of hoge had been butehdred, the

sausage grinders were placed i n operation and large

quantit ies of sausage ground and stored away. The know-

ledge that t h i s or tha t wealthy or well-to-do c i t izen had

abundance of pork and sausage on hand no doubt resulted

in a number of ca l l s a t or near the dinner hour, or any

other hour for meals«

The old sausage grinder, which was brought to the

Park Hi l l section ninety-nine years ago, i s in a good.
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state of preservation and as capable of grinding

into sausage, as "back in the old nation."


