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Elisabeth BOBI,

January 3 , 1938•

1# Elizabeth Boss,
On the Jones House,

Ons of the oldest residences in Tahlequah has long

been known as the Jonas house, having been built a ad

occupied by the Rererend John B* Jones end family, who

came to Tablequah in 1867,

In 1866 the American Baptist Horns Mission Society

was given authority by the Ck&eok&e National Council to

reasoTtt the Mission Station to Tahlequah. Ac that time

the xaisaion was sitaated at a place where i t cama to

be called "Beptist'', in the Goinganake d i s t r ic t , a short

diatanee from tbw veund^rmlne between the Chero&e

Nation and the State of Arkansast

The Reverted John B.,Jones for a itumber of yeara

engaged In preaching and teaching among tbs Cherokaes. He

ble^uaii aa G, WO?Q gultable, locates , to/e the

arters of the Bap-feist'iliealon and consequently r e -

wa« eou^it and
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After spending several yeoxa a t Tahlequah, the

Reverend John B* Jones died i n Colorado in 1876, where

he bad gone in hope of renewing his health, and the

brick house m s occupied by o thers .

Among the number who lived in the Jones house in

years past was Professor Alinon C, Bacon©, who established
V

the Cherokee Baptist Academy a t the beginning of the eariy

eighties of the l a s t century* SosssUxma l a t e r Professor

Baconeestablished the present Bacone College , in what

was then the Greek Nation.

The Baptist Acadeiny continued in operation for a

number of years a f te r Erofossor Bacone moved to the

vic in i ty of &uskogee» Reverend Walter P / & n g $ Walter

J« Pack, anS others , men and women, were connected a t

intervals with the Academy, and l ived i n the brick house.

- Shsn the Jones houaa sraa bu i l t seventy years ago, i t s

location was •ojus-rhat leoXatud * The town of Tahlequah was

rather araell and the ssajority of the houses vare near the

•" ' : " % t a : | ^ t o f e , Ottiecps were sparsely scattered about

tov,naite, and there wsre many t r e e s . But with the
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passing of the years, the scene Is now greatly changed ana

numerous residences ar© la the near vicinity of the ol£

hriok hooae* ?9w of the old trees remain, many were taken

away to make space for building*, walls others died fraa

the ravages of tiiae.

Until recent years a l l the bricks used in TaMequah

buildings were roade, us te l ly , at a place two miles south

of Tafclaqtiiih, where water, eM elay of superior quality

exist in ab^niance. I t is very probable that the bricks

used in the Jones house were molded and kiln-burned neer

the "C&apel Spring"*

%e Jones house. Is now occupied by W# B. Wyley, the

present PDS-toaster of Tablequah*

Few of the older houses remain in Tahlaquah. New

oqrafirs have r«pleced them with more modern asd eonvcaient

building* But occasionally a house of historic interest

is Bpayed, Quite probably, the brick house once occupied

the Reverend Jonn B, Jones and family i s the oldest of

i t s Jcind a t Tanlequah.


