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Eligabeth Ross,
Investigator,

Narretive 4y Elizabeth Ross,
On the Jonss House,

One of the oldeat residences in Tshlegush has long
been known as the Jones house, Sa?ins been built and
occupied by the Reverend John B, Jones end family, whe
came to Tehlsquah in 1867, |

' In 1866 the American Baptist Home Mission Society
was given authority by the Charekes Nationel Couneil to
remové the Mission Station to Tahlequah. 4s that time
the mission v;aa situsted at & place where it ceme fo
be called "Beptist™, in the Goingsnake district, a short
diatance from the éeuagqr%ine betwéen' the Charolee
Hation and tize State of Arkensas.

The Revéiei& Joba B. }m_m‘;mz: a mmber of years

engageﬁ in preaehing and teaching among the Cherok ees, He

“‘\;

~

- eonas.damd ‘fahlquah ‘as g mope guitable locaticn for the
Mqu&rters of- the Eap&;&et msaion and consequently e~

‘.\-,

moval ‘was acugxt and mad% NI
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After spending éamal yesxrd at Tehlequah, the
Reverend John B. Jones died in Colorado in 1876, where
he bad gone in hope of renewing his health, and the
brick house was occupied by otherse.

.fmong the number who lived in the Jones house in
years pest was Professor Almon C. Bacone, who established
t;; Cherokes Bsptist Acadeny at t_hs beginning of the early
eighties of the last century. Scmetime later Professor s )
Baconsostablished tlis present Bacone College , in what -
was then the Creek Nation.

The Baptist Academy ountimued in operation fora
z_mmbér of years after Frofessor Bacone moved to the
vicinity of Muskogee, Reverend Walter P, King, Welter
Je Pack, aod others, men and women, were connscted at
intervals with the Acedemy, and lived in ihe brick house.

+ When the Jones house was built smnty yesrs ago, its
-location was gomewhgt isolated. The town of ‘Tahlequah was
rather smell and the me jority of the houses were near the
%erx‘&s:s‘*qﬁ m toiﬁ& Others ware s”z-aely scat'mred about

U the %wnnita, and there ware many treess But with the



3486

0SS, ELIZAHETH. THE JONRS HOUSE, 12610,
- d

, passing of the years, the scene is now groatly changed and
nunercus residences are in the near vicinity of the olf
brick house. Few of the 0ld trees rémin, mny were taken
away to maks space for buildings, whils others died fram
the ravages of time.

Until recent years all the bricks used in Tahleqush
buildings were xqado, uswelly, at a place two miles south
of Tahlegueh, where water, end clay of superior quality
exist in abundance, It is very probsble that the hricks
used in the Jones house wore molded and kilnehurned neer
the "Chapel Spring". ‘

The Jones house is now occupied by W, B, Mey, the
prosent m;stmastm' ol Tahlequah,

Few of the older houses remsin in Tahieqaah. New
omers heve mpl.aced them with more modern apd eanvsnient
buildinosg,. But oceasionally a house of historic 1n‘bereet
is spared. Q;uita xn'cbably, the brick house once oocupiad
the Reverend John B, Jones and rmnily is th& oldest of
i;a kind at Tehlequah.



