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Mary Jane Stockton,
Research Field Worker,
April, 1937.

Interview with William W. Miller
Claremore, Oklahoma.

The simple life-story of Mr. and Mrs. William W.

Miller, who have lived for more than fifty years on a

farm about three and one-half miles northeast of the

City of Claremore and on the shores of the beautiful

(artificial) lake whioh furnishes a water supply for

the inhabitants of that city, is interesting as a

romance as well as history.

Mr. Miller who is of nearly half Cherokea Indian

blood, moved with his parents from their home near Mays-

ville in what was then known as "Delaware District,

Cherokee Nation, Indian Territory,* when he was a mere

lad, before the out-break of the Civil War in 1861.

The home where his parents lived for many y*ars

and where he grew to manhood was completely submerged

when the municipal dam whioh forms the lake was built

in 19E9, but the present Miller home affords a commanding

view of this beautiful expanse of water and the fields

and hills beyond.

When Mr. Miller was a young man, still in his twenties,

he staked out a olalm on the public lands of the Cherokee
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Nation, to whic> ho was entitled by virtue of his Indian

blood. He has lived on that olaim with the same wife

and^the aame house ever since the "month of Maroh, 1882. v

Prior to this the house was owned by Mr. Miller but

occupied by a white man named Bishop and his family and

here was where Miller met Miss Bishop.

Mary Frances Bishop and William W. Miller were

married on the evening, before the departure of her

parents for the far west. The morning after her marriage

she saw her parents depart in a covered wagon. They

settled on the Pacific Coast and never returned. After

their departure she and her husband planted potatoes

and spent their honeymoon in the one-room log house and

beside the stone fireplace where their courting had been

carried on. In this aame rom their four children were?

born and here Mr. and Mrs. Miller have lived, continuously,

through the years.

This interesting couple have seen the region develop

from an extended oattle range into a progressive farming

community and their home town, Claremore, grow from a

frontier trading post into a progressive city with water

works, electric lights and other modern conveniences.
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The log oaMn in whioh they did their courting

and spent their early married life, has been merged

into a larger and more pretentious house and almost *

lost its identity, the original •'hut" now forming the

living room of the home; and heat is supplied from the

same stone chimney and fireplaoo, the log walls having

been covered over with drop-siding to natch the other

rooms which were added from time to ti~e.

They have many interesting relios, including a

picture of a Cherokee Rural School, whioh was located

near by their home. The late Granville Stevens was

fceacher of it about the year of 1099. The old grind

stone, used for sharpening axes, knives and other edged

tools and coding utenino, has its plrsoe in the back

yard, (it has been right there for probably half a

century). While in the kitchen is found (still in use)

the cedar churn by whioh the young bride made butter in

those early days. This churn was purchased by them

from the lite Teeoey Chambers (father of Attorney Joe

Chamber* of Tulaa) who conducted a general store or trad-

ing post in old Claremore in the early days. Tha Millers

V
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prize these relic? very dearly and would not part with

them.

Tha family burying ground, where the remains of' Mr.

Miller*a parents rested for many years, was submerged by

lake waters from the {MLaremore Dan when It was built.

These bodies were carefully removed and interred in beau-

tiful Wood Lawn Cemetery, In the southeast suburbs of

Claremore, Oklahoma.

This venerable couple greet their visitors kindly

and tell many interesting stories of the "good old days.*

Mrs. Miller is, in the language of her adoring husband,

"as spry as a ohicken," while he is enjoying life and

fair health at the time of this writing, April 19, 193?.

For several years he suffered from what la diagnosed

as cancer, seriously affecting the side of his face and

causing him much pain and his friends and members of his

family muoh anxiety, but thanks to modern medical science,

he has (apparently) been cured of this dreaded and formerly

considered incurable malady. -

To this pioneer couple four children have been born -

all here in the same house. All survive and live in the

immediate neighborhood; three sons and one daughter. John

the oldest son is married and lives near Sequoyah switch,
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loss than three miles away. Matilda, the daughter, is

the wife of Elmer A. Oook and resides on her Cherokee

allotment a mile away, while two sons, Charley and Henry,

men of middle age, still live at the old homestead.

Henry was married several years ago and lived on a

neighboring farm until the death of his wife two years

later, when he returned to the old home, while Charley,

a corpulent and smiling gentleman of 40 years, has spent

all his life on the old farm and at the old homestead,

and goes about doing the chores just as he did when a
v

mere lad. This makes i t fine for the old folks.


