e, T e R . .

| ANTERVIEh.  7aeew L,
o . Form A-(5~149) )

. oy
.

-

?

. -

r

Field "Torker's name Al - Mokl 11
. . em—— A ) - S J
This repsrt made on (dat-) D __"-_m__éEEQSt 17, 1937

|
\ ' [

——— " gt et

1. DName ~§pﬂpqE;F. Carr (Given by his §QQKFrank M. Carr)

2. P.st ﬂffile sddross 316 Seneca, Bartlesville,:Oklshoma
. T ;

3. Residence

laddrezs (or locatinn)

4, DATZ 0% MIRTA:  onth September Day | 2 Vear 1gda

—

Al

6. Tame »f FstherWilliam Henry Cerr  Place of birti

————

- . 1
Otler inf-raatin gbout faltar Died in 1848 in New York,

LY
~ .,
7.  Mame o 7 ther = . / Tlace of birth
e ———— b e e T Fr———
Other informati~n sty rothdr- | 3
T - e
£ L. ! LY

1

Y

'—.'
e

G

Tie
]_(‘

'1

) eke narralive Ty 0 ¢ worker dzaling with the
life and stopy of the person ints e¢.  Reler t~ Janual for
suggestad sdbjects and quustions. Senfinue ~n blank sheets if
necessary”and attach firmly to this ferm.  Number of sheets

. N

-

.-‘ * '{




CARR, -FRANK M.
'Algha D. McDawell -

Interviewsr - - _
August 17, 1937, . 7,

IS
’:;ﬁerview with Frank M. Carr - :

318 Seneca Ayenue, . :
Bartlesville, Oklatbma..

Ry fgihér, Nelson ¥ranklin Carr, was §9rn Sép~
tembeflz, 1844, in Saratoga,'wiltbn Oounfy, New York;
" His father, William Henry Carr;dioa in 1848, 4 ‘
1\ fa?hér\attended school at‘the Qgg of four
years, and at the age of ﬁine years, he.ussumed thé re-
asponsibilitj of the family, consisting of his mother
and two siatgrs; At the age of fifteén yeérs, he with
"hia nother and two sisters; decided -there were ggeater
; onortunitieé for expansion in the wesf, 80 80ld their
propeﬁt;'in Saratoga Springs,“and in April, 1559, they
~started on'their long trip west. ‘hey traveled by rail-
yéad to Pleasant Hill, Missouri, that be{ng the terminal
:b? the'missoﬁri Pacifio Railroad, and as fa? weaﬁ as
vthg railroad extendaqfl
‘ There they~bcué§t an ox team, and continued on the
journe&. They céma'on wost to Kansas cfty. At that time

“Kfnsas City had .a poulation of a {aw hund§$d people and
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had two hotels., Young Relson drove his ox team down what ~
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.18 now Main Street in Kanéas 01ty,,9ndlcontinued 8

; wébﬁ, finally locabiné at ¥ort Scott,Kansa:, Augast 7,
1859,
.. ’f‘h ’ )
My father being the head. of the family, the
Kansas lew at that time allbwed Lim to file on @ 160 aare

) hoﬁestaad. His mother also filed ok a 60 acys homestead,
LI
she being a widow\gave her the same rinht as my father.

L3

They filed on 320 &cres, looated between Fort Scott and

Chatopa, near what ¥38 known as rimber nill, and he

started toc improve t eir new: home, and built the first

N

bounty s nansai . ’)

frame house in Labet

i;*S . _When the family, was established in their new
¥ . | .

\ .

home, he returned to saratoga Springs, in August 1860, -

C ‘ y
ool education. After his re=’

and‘finiehed his high s
turn to the west in 1861, he to&k a position as baok-
kneper with a wholesale firm in Fort Scott. . He held
this position until 1862; then resigned to enlist in the
United States Army, in the 6th Kamsas. Cavalry, Colipany
"B" under Cﬁlonel H. Re Judédn;‘whére he served until
ha reueived his disoharge from the army in 1865.

l

In [the early part ot 1866 he built a trading
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post and established a fur tif%de with the Usage and

other tri-bos of* Indiasns who 1nhabited Kansas at that:

b

time. Later ‘this trading post‘became the city of
- e o

.anego, therefore, my father became the founder of

. Oswego, Kansas. He wds appointe& the ftret pbstmaster

. . -
of this town, November 7, 1866. I have a copy of his
certificate of appointment to this office, signed by
Alexander W. Randall, P >stmaster General. ‘ “ "

He estaﬁ%ishad a goéd bﬁsiﬁéss wi%h the Osages,
Delawares and é rngchergkées, and through his business
‘dealings hecbeéaﬁe.achainteg witﬁ'ﬁp. Hilliard Hogers,
a half breed'bﬁerokee, who was at that time‘a«highly
‘trusted uovernment scout, under veneral Zachary naylor . -

‘ and was highly honored by all who knew him.

. Mr. Rogers and my father became grest friends;
and »r. Rogers 1nvite& £1m éo visit his home, On one
of these visits my tapher mat my mother, Miss Sarah
Ann chers; a beautiful giﬁl\or eighteen years, and
' fell in love with her. He secured the consent of’hé;

parents for her hand in marriage and on Augnst 25,1866,

they wofe mrrieaﬁ" héy made ‘their home at the’ Indfen - *
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Trading Post at uswego, Karsas, from August 1868 %o o

Fd

[

September 1867. N

3 -

. My father iishing to expand his fur trading

Btarted southwest to establish a new location. In

April 1867,~he atarted on horsebaek, on a black Morgan

\\-\
and Yteel uuat horse he had bought from~an«Arap\‘o
Indien, o, B
= , ‘
The now Indian Trading Post was estatflished omne
and one-half -miles north and three-quarters of a mile -

weat of the present city of Bartlesville, on September

-~

.s;,;867, and on September 20, 1887, he sold his business

in Kensas and moved his stock of gdods to his new .

location in the Indian Territory, in what is now Wash-

ington éounty, OklaﬁOQa, northwest of Bartlesville.

He built a log store Bu%lding ané his faf@er~
in-law; Mr. Rogers, built éklog dweliing_house near
the trading post. ‘This post Qas built on the Black
Dog Trail, wheres it crosses Caney River. This was
originally the old épanish Trail from Saint Louis,
Missouri, to Los Angeles, California, later known <as
the Black Dog Trail named. for Chief Black Dog, a

praminent 08&80 0h1er. . -

- - — e e e A
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My kather bu%l; his dwelling house a mile north
and a little-eaaé of the trading post. At the present’
time, thigihame belongs to my sister, Mrs. Josig May
““\xproier.:
My\féyher mainteined this post until Septémbgr,
186;, wﬁen a band of 200 Osags warriors, led by Chief
"“‘B&agk_Dggqggd.Pate COrﬁdxopper, met and fought a pitch-
ed battle with a war party of Cheyennes near what is now
Perry, -Oklehoma. After this battle, the Osages were ~
. returning to their.reservation in Kansas. Their route w.
‘ \\faésed my father's trading post and about 190 or 200
warriors rode up to the post and demgnded all of the
meroRandise. in the store. Mr. A. T, Dickerman was my |
father!s \manager and bookkééper and éhen;they demanded
e

the suppl mefchandiae on hand, he told them to

help themselves, which they did. My father freighted
from Fort Leavenworth, 'Kansas, and was away at the -
time. Chief Black rounded up -about fifiy ponies

ponies with the merghandise.

a sagk of beans for several miles before he discovéred

R
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it was ‘beans instead of coffec, He then took his
hunting kpiffa axfd ripped the. s8apk open and W9ated the
* . beans, angry because the sack did not contain coffee.
*‘ - My father had all of his|ready cash invested

v

in hia trading post, snd in improving his 1,000 e.«cre
farme Hé i;zd z;bout ‘34,000 inve sted,_in merchandise .’
and when he was robbed it endeti\‘ his ambition as an
Indisn Trader and merchant.

The Osages were' wards af] the united States:

Government and he £118d a suit against the Government

for the price of the merohandi%e taken by the lndians.
'l‘hia suit was in court for ¢ Lty-eight years, and he -~

riqally collected 40% of the /valuation of the goods, -

without 4nterest. ————

His next enterprise was the timber business,
=~ producing and marketing lumber, he alsc produced and,

o~

ground meal. -
".Ip 1870 he cut the channel frém one side of
. Caney Riﬁr to the other and arch.ed a tunnel ove.f with
sandstone, which still stunda just south of where the

'Jobn Bitinis fruit stend is now located. This gave hii
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power to turn a mill yheel. He shipped two stone burrs
to grind moa;\from Rew York City and these two burrs
repreaent;the riratvéﬁterprise of .producing meal in'
northern Oklahoma, ‘his mill site laid the foundation
rof what i8 now Bartlesvillse, Oklah;mu.

My fathér later sold this mill site to Colonel
Jacodb H., Bartles, who owned é store on Turkey Creek, eaef
i of Bartlesville, I have a phétost;tic pict:ra'of ths

\ or;yingl trensfer of the mill site from my father to Mr.

‘\“' o5y

\\\\\

\Bartlea, dated Maféh 204 1875. This deed is written in
‘py fither's hand writing. It reads as followa: .
Know all ﬁen by these prgsent that I Nelson F.
carr and Sarah Carr of Coowsescoowee District, Cherokee
l?aé{on, Ind an Territory, hgvg this day, for and in
conéidaration of the sum of One Thouaand Dollars, to
the aid N. F., Carr and Sarah Carr in hand paid by J.H.
Bartlls of the Coowsesgoowee Diatrict, Cherokee Nation,

Indian T%rritory, the receipt whereor is héreby ac=

knowle ged granted bargained and sold and by these
presents do grant, bargin and sell forever the follow=-
ing daal ibed premises and 1mpvbvements situated on i

Caney Hiver: the water mill and all the fixturea.

et e R e -
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blackamith‘éhop ana all the fixtures énd tools, and in- ~
cluding the claim and everything on said claim at the o
date of this article, lying about twe and one-half miles
more or less, eant of the 96th.line Cherokee Nation.

-To haf§ and.to hold the above granted premises to the

; ;toresaid, Je H..Bértles, heirs and assigns, to his
use and behoof forever, end 1, the said N. F. Carr
end Sarah carr;‘fdr m&self, my heirs, executors and
Admiﬁispratora do covenant to, and with the said J. H.
Bartles, heirs and assigns, that I am lawfully seized,
in fee simple of the above said premises; that they are
free from all incumbrances; that I h&yg a good right to
sell and convey the same to the su & J. H. Bartles his
heirs and assigns, forever as aforbbaid. and that I .
will aad my heirs, executers and adminiatrators shall
warrant and defend the sams %o the said J. H. Bartles,
bis heirs and assigns, forever®and against the lawful

. ¢laims and demands of ail psraons whomsoevar. In -
witness whereof I, Nelson F. Carr and Sarah Carr, have
here unto set our hands and affixed our seals this 20th

« . day of March, Eighteexi Hundred and Sevonty-five.

Nelson ¥. Carr (Seal)
_Barah Carr  (Seal)
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Signed and delivered in the presence of witness
his: Hector Hoss T
X ' .
mark Je W Hipgins e .}
his Andy bDaniels ‘
X
mark

Mr. Bartles moved his store to the new location
and later built‘a modern flour mill on this mill sité.
| the first trip my father made with freight when
removiag his merch&ﬂh;se from his truding post in Kan~-
sas, then called 0ld rarker, from there west to his
trading post on Gamey niver. “after couning through
Timber Hills, west of COYjeyville; He began to see wiid
geme and coun ed'75 deef between rimber Hills and whe?e
the eity of Dewey now &tands. There‘wé§e hundreds of

deer, thousands of™wild turkey and the prairie was

he.cgq;d not hold\orfioe.‘ But tﬁ;’uher kee-law'}é—-u

i {
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quired a couple to beﬁmarried by the Gheroké% laws,

ny father and mother i&re married .in xansae.ih 1866

and remarried in the ¢herokee Nation in 1867, which

1

by blood.

In ;he year of 1874 my fathe? built the first
school house in what is now Washington ¢-unty, jdéf
south of his old ranch, an employed miss Betty Smith
from Kansas to teach the eighteen scholars, and he
maintained the expense of this schpol;_ .

'After my fatﬁer’dispo ed of his lumber mill and

grist mill, he gave his full |time to the dpvelopmaq;\of

g R

- \ :‘ . . - A‘ .
the fir&st ferm in washington coﬁh&ﬁpwnﬁt_gne,tfﬁi%he\b el
. . .- o g5 ~ e

hed 5,000 acres of fine fertilk land under fence, 1,00

acres of this land was in cultilvation. In 1884 he

=

raised 47,000 bushels of corn on this farm.

»

- My father was in stock-buginess along in connectig‘

with his agriculture enterprise.

and morgan horses and Hereford cat{le. At one time he

Hé‘raised Steel 1ust .
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hund;ed blooded horses, running on the range“thaé he con-
;rolleq, extending from caneyfuiver An,the wé§ﬁ’tq'the£3%
bedigris fiver on the east. This.range éxteuded %7 |
miles east and west and 35 miles north and souths jn

1905 my father sold his stock and devoted his full time
: e !

to his oil interests. /

©

He leased nirntsen eighty acre tracts to the

/

¢aney .Valley Uil and Gas (ompany, whick was composed of
We N Haydure, ueorge B. Keeler, sam U, Bopst, Frank

éucher, and ' Parr Buchef. éhey drilled overllOO pro-

‘

ducing wells on the Nelson ¥. Carr farm, property owned “
by him and his family. ‘fhe Carr family received a I

royalty and bonus frdm their ?ii properties of arognd'
;}.obo,ooo. ’ | .

My father sold %hé northwest 160 acres of his
farm to mr. Sid Bell, who allotted two of his children
Qn this tract,of 80 acres each, and leased it to smr.

¥rank Fhillips, who with his associates drilled for oil -
\ ' v

and brought in some .nice producing wells. This was the

e e,

start of one of the gredtest {ndependent 0il Gemparics

L] ‘

in the west, the rhillips Petroleum Campany, Mr. Frank

¥ AN i
Phillips is the president of this company.

K .
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In’1879 my father was appointed to th; Uni ted
States Secret Serv@c;. and not one of his family knew
this, until afﬁ?r.his death Qﬁen we found his papers
when going xhroggh his desx.

My father affiliated with the Keystome Lodge of
the Master Masons id 1866 at 014 Parker, now Coffeyville,
”Kan;as; and transferred to Bartlesville about 15 years
before his death,

He reared a faﬁily of eight chii&ren, three boys
and five girls., Xxdward R. died in 1877 at the age of
9 years; fda J., wife of John H. ‘Iohnson. “l1ives on part
of the Carr ranch; Grace Maude,‘wife.or Matt Elam, died
1n,188§; William Arthur, died in 1934; K¥rank M., living
in Bartlesville; lLula B, wife of W. M. Keeler(now.deceased]
and mother of Mrs. K. S. Ad‘hs and.Billy Keeler, living ‘ "
;n Bartlesvilie; Josie May, wife of L. J. Browér, who
still ﬁés h;r héme where our father first setiled in 1867;
Beulah Mable, wife of S. C. Brady, living in Bartlesville. \

In 1909 ny fathe;’bought a nice home on Creek Ave-
nue in Bartlesville, where he and my mother lived until-

their death. My father'pasaed awai in'November, 1925,

B N S, B S
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and my mother followed him in death, in August 1929.

‘They were laid to.rest in the plimao],eum in White Rose

Cemetery,, ‘1n hartleavillo. .
f%\.f - !
. -
T ’\
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