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| Eighty year old Boyce E. Wilkins, & pioneer of
Texas and.the ;ndian“Tbrritéry,,tells of experiences
® whiéh he had wivile oparating’a gtaro and‘fqrry ét Golden
¢ Biurf'on R;d Rivar, and while hunt ng and "drummina"
_ovser the Indian Territory in the arly days.

s

I'was‘born in Sparfanbhrg'Coun$y, SOuth carolina

,

and when I was twenty years old, I ceme to Ohicota Tbxas,

—to my uncle, R. De Wilkins. Every body ln late yeara

called him "Uncle Bebs" -,
o It was in 1877 thaﬁ-x‘eama‘to-Ch{\ota.‘Unéle Bob .
44_7hga gons ouipthere,lnf1859,44dy twinszother,gLandrnmL

Wilkins had come out before de. Then arter awhile, my

brother Erank came but too, and we began oporaxing a
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ferry and general merohandise store at Golden Blurf on

C Rad River.,just acrgss the river fram the o0ld Folsom

)
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rarm. It was an’ old farm then. Part of 1t had bean 3, N

]

burﬁed out, and had grown up with small timber and under-:
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brush, but where the timber was suallest, it was called

Horse Prairio. That wae in the low land, domn oloae to

the rivor and then the part oloaest to the river had tall

hea¥y woods all over,it. ‘The ground out from the river

a good_wafb. out on'the hill, out of daLgor of ovgrtlows

was stiil being cultivated when I lived theres.

In 1877 a man nemed Johnny Wilhite was on the high-
land farm of the Folsoms, and that year he made & humdred:
bales of cottom. I ferried it all over into Texas, 88
ho took it to market. He haé a gin on the place, the old
Folaom gin, and he ginned hia own cotton, amd "platsd" it.
He had large bins in which hg kept the cotton until he had
it all gathered, ané~as every one knows the late cottonm
. 18 mot 80 good &s the first, 8o he just kept the first,
end put it on the outaide of sach bale and got “top prices
for it all.

u& brother and I batched there and ran the storo..
and drank river water, until wé got afraid'wc would be siok
frem 1t 8o we s0ld out to Johnny Wilhite, and Ne paid me”
for that stock of goods in eleven cent cotton: It might

have been "plated" too, I do not kmow. I Jusf sold it.
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1 remember,.-we invoicadfghe goodsfo;;ﬂSuhday. We stay~
ed there and ran the stofa end ferry about six momths,:

My twin Sro%her. Léndfﬁﬁicame to see us somstimes
and we would go huntidk’;;er,on'the territory side of
the river. There were lbts of turkey‘over there. He
was eager to kill & turkey, but it looked like he never
would. He could "roost” them and see‘them but could
never shoot oas.'}l boagt;d that if I could see one, I
gould kiil it. So we went over one evening, amd "roost-
ed” gfbunoh. We made our camp and went to bed to await‘
gm;rning. Just ‘at the crack o'day, we slinsped up near
@pe roost, we both fired, he missed getting one, mino_
fell to the ground, and then, just to show off I fired
again and a wounded bne flapped off 8 little way and
fell-to the ground. We carried the twgaturkeys to the
stors and dressed them. We cooked one and meant to send
the other one home to Uncle Bob, at Chicota. We were
-batehing and doing our own housekeeping, &nd not very
well at that, I guess. We had nd screens, so a hog got

in our kitchen and ate up our extra %urkey. Brother

Lendrum was really chagrined that he had made aso man&
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ahots‘at that tree full of turkeys and never hit one,
while I killed two.

1 was the orack squirre] killer at home too..
There were plenty of those over in Texas then. We never
bothered to kill any of those when we came over in the
Indisn Territory on a hunting trip,.as we did many times,
right over the ground where Hugo now isg, Qﬁen there was
notaing but sage grass, and haw thickeis. TFlsnty of catve- )

tle were roaming these prairies, with a few deer sprinke

:
x5

led among them and as always blenty of prairie ochickens
were fluttering around foo. Coyotes were slinking around
too. \

That was tefore tne;e wad ever a railfoad in this
country snd we came in wagons, eud on ho?s&baok, big
orowds of us and had ;onderfu; trips. Sometimes we
would barbecue s whole deer.

¥e heard stofiee of a rick lndisn over here who
offered his weight im gold to tke white man who would
marry one of his daughters. But we Wilkins' all mara;

ried white girls. I marrieé¢ Susen Elizubeth Little-

John, she was an orphan end Uncle Bob and Aunt Lizzie:
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Wiikins reared her. Sho.was one of a perty of us who
ceme over to witmess the wedding of a Mr. Moore of
Kansas to Mrs. . Bailey 6f Rose Hill Plantation. Mrs.
Bailey had been Mrs. Robert Jones, -prior to her marriagé
.to Dr. Baileyb’ I used to ferry Dr. and Mrs. Bailoy
across the river regularly, on their rrequont tripa over’
in Texas, where they would go-after supplies, or visit~
ing or on business. After DT. Hobert Jones died, the
widow‘did not keep his steam boats running from New
. Orleans up the river to" the Rose Kill and other of their
plantations. 5o th;-Jonps famiiy had to go to Clarkse
ville or Paris, Texas, for their clothing and supplies,

| .

just like every body else dide.

1 remember a Jew, George Rosenthal, who ren a small

60

store on Horse Prairie, but it was a long way from mine,
and he did nct stay ;here very long. le marrloﬁ Mary

Willis, & daughter of Brit Willia, a Choctaw Indiam who

lived over about Doaksville, and he moved over thers close

to her folks, and ran a store in Doaksville for years and
yeafs. He s0ld general merchandise. '

My brother Landrum and Bob Drapsr spd I "drummed"”
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all over this country, taking orders for merchandise of
\ \

! W

first one kind and then another. We\would travgl in a

hack and have a wagon to haul our trunks of samples,

our camping outfit, horséyeed, etc. There were no rail-

i;gzas in.this sountry, only &t Durant, und no hotels.

ﬁa hed to camp out vherever night overtook us. Ve

gomerally tried to meske it %o a spring or mreek. -
I remember one trip. "I had gents furniehings. Bob

DBraper had gloves, Brother Landrum hau shoes and hose

and other clothirg., iie made Pforty-two towns and vil‘luges.°

We got lots of orders and the merchants would tell us

where o have the goods shippsad, Sometimes the rail-

road station would be forty miles from the store to which

we would ship the goods. On that trip we suffered seversly

3§
e

from the cold., e saw wa<ons end ¥=ama driven across the
Canedian River on the ice. )

Then we made emother trip when the weather was at
the other extreme. We and our horses suffered from the
heat. The drouth had dried up streams and springs, so we
were hard put to €ind "wet" camping places. Sometimss

we'd get waterbound too. There were no bridges, and
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vhen streams got on a rise, we would just have to wait

for then to get fordable egain. I.recall onoe when we
came to u str;am’that had risen after children had owossed
to -go to school and they could not get aoross to get houe.
They were on t?? opposite bank crying}wﬁen we swam our
horseé over %nd brought thom‘bgok. .

¥hen Uhcle‘Billy Spring lived about three btlocks

southeast of the preseat town of Hugo, he always had &
little store close to'the house and 1 sold goods to him
for his store, lots of times, He‘Jivsd in the 0ld house ,
that had the stone wall around it. It was a fine house
and a baautifél place then. His cotton éin was off &
little way from the.housa and the family cemetery was

just e litile way beydhd that. o <

Durant was a newltowﬁ then. The raii;;ad hed just

besn put through there and the business men were so eager
£o build it up fast thet they offered toc give us lots on
the square and a residenqg}lot too in order to get us to
build. They wanted to emcourage white people to help
“build up the town. They don't have a square there now.

I bave always been kind of sorry I didn't seitle there,

LS
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because there was s0 much opportunity for.young men
there. to do well.

Sixty years ago. we would come over to Goqdland
Missiqn Church to meetings, and spend the day and
Governor LeFiore would ask us to go homs f1th himself  «
Qnd his faﬁil& for dinner. Ve would have a wonderful al
‘ainner too,

Tee LeFlores wers educated, cultured people.
Mrs.’ Carrie LeFlors, wife of the Governor was a Good- >
ing dr another fine family. The Colberts too were
above thé average people here in thaf dax, ir s2dueation,
§refinemont and fine principles.

A Yankee, by th;;name of FPerschell lived up on the
oresk at wﬁat was called the water hole, close to Atlas.
’Théy,callad it tﬁe water hole because 1t never went dry |

even in sumsr,

4

Mz, Pa}schell married a Colbert girl; they had three
children and then she died and he msrried her sister. Mres,
Arthur Jones of Peris, Texas was one of Mr. Parschell's

children. The way I came to know the Colterts so well

&

was bscause we lived about half way betwsen Spencerville
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in Choctew County and Paris, Texas and th&y lived closs
tq'Spenoe;ville. They went to Paris frequemtly, amd
would spend the nigat on.the way over, and again oa the
way veck, at my nouse, There ;ort lots of nice people
in the Indian Territéry who would stop with us. . .
¥e got to know Mr. Skimmerhora, one of the Super-
intandents at the Spencer Academy. He was a fime char-
acter. The Chootaw In¢ians liked iim so well thet they
gave him an allotmert and adopted him into their tribe,

His allotmezt wss.in Oarter County and his son Jimmie

grew rich off of 1it. when 0il was struck upod the land,

0

Mr. Skimmerhorn had & daughter, but she displeased him
890 by marrying one of the boys at the scademy. that he
disinberited her, aﬁd éave hisilard to his son Jimmie.
I helieve Miss Skimmerhorn married Freeman MeClure;
Freeman wasai#right but her father simply did not want
her to get married then.

) i'believe that hecotah is the préper way to spell
the name of the 01¢/ Indien General under whom my uncle
gserved-in the Civil ¥ar, but the post foice in Téxas

spells it Chicota. .
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