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Zaidee b. bland
Joumall' t
March 17, 1938,

Interview with Mrs. >arah **• ..llliams
601 ! orth Grady St# Altua, Oklahoma.

Mr. .'illlaffls, ay husband, ha'ci a brother-in-law, ;»,r.

rick, living out here and blr* illiams came out in 1^9 to look

around* Land was so very high in 'lennessee that we had dea-

paired of owning the land we wanted to raise ou; femily on

and i t was to seek more ar.d cheaper land that we left the state

jof our birth. L'r. illiams found a half section that a man would

relino; : ĥ to him for £500«00. He paid that much down on the land

and came back to Tennessee for me 'end the children.

fe sold out everything but our teddtr.g «n'l clothing end took

a stearcboat «$. Butler*s Landing. e were on this boat tso days

and rights and the food and al l was furnished. ;e"traveled by

boat to ; emphis nd her© we tooi a traiH. Ine train hau to cross

the .'.'18.3isaippi Biver on n boat tut i t was night and «e did not

know crheli ,re" crossed the river, î e did not get of, the train to

eat; neither did I have a lunch basket but Ur. illiams would get

off when the train stopped rtt a station long enough and buy things

for the' children and me to eat . I had a nursing baby axxd did not

like to get off of the trala* The older children would get off

with thoir father sometimes* I think we were eight days making
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the t r ip from the time we l e f t home un t i l we got to Vernon, lexas.

Our brother-in-low met us «t. V&mon m< brought us across

the ed • iver to his home where we stayGd un t i l c plrtco could be
i i •

prep-red for us 0"n ourT>wn claim. I thought this the n.ost deso-

lc te country T had ever seen. I f e l t l ike we h d struck vnotker

world. . very thin,' looked so Jry #d dead* I t i?-.3 February -nd '

the river, looked just like'?.- dry aste of s.-.nd oj^xt with no ^ "

v?>>tcr or ve.^tet ion. Mr. il'liams fi>.ed a dugout for -us with

ohe-mom fcuilt over the dugout, ' e c> oked in the dugout v.ti&

s ler t in the room &bove« ih i s dugout v.--.i IS by tO feet* and h>id

three ?/indov:s in i t . I w-r, not too worried about the ippet'rvnce

of things for I had beeri told what to expect. The second nf^ht

I was here there came up one of-those sudden north winds that

would shjAe •• hole>; in the ground and i t sounded s"o strong end

lonesome" that I never batted my eyes fill liight in, 3lee"r for I

ex >eetea every minute for us a l l to e blown o.ut of our beds.

I soon learned bet ter t)nn that feut h/ive never ~&tten 03ed "to"

the s nd and,I s t i l l hat© the dust . .,

everything vrns hauled from Vernon but even'that far b^ck *e

hauled o l i t t l e coal for fuel, i t vfes so f?3-r and so dangerous to get

wood" from the Nation, Mr* Williams got wood, be-steads, chairs and
/* '

tables and two cool stoves at Vsrnon as soon as the dugout was ready
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for us to move inu I t r i e d to go to Vernon twice a yea r to 1 y.

in supplies but of course the men-folks often went ?3 often as

one© a^month find some one, a neighbor or whoever vsont, «lv;aya

brought back a l lT7"e mall ana whatever was needed f o r the whole

• neighborhood*

We bought teams, a cow and a dozen chickens tha t f i r n t

spr ing. I ra i sed a l o t of f ryers* The whole country was a l i v e

with l i t t l e cottontail babbits and the children could go out

•and twist a rabbit ou$ of a hole in the ground moat any'time of

day and when X would fry a chicken I would usually fry a "rabbit

and the children never seemed to be able to t e l l the difference .

between the meat of rabbit* or chicken. e brought from Tennessee

enough meat, lard and preserved and canned fruit to las t a year or

two ai.d after that we had only the native plums for fruit unti l

we could have an orchard of cur own/which waa not long for we

put out poaches^_pliim3-and aprleota that dftT weH^ Quinces did

pretty well but apples and crapes would not grow for us. The

ground was too sandy >we thought.

»e had a good well of water and people haul water from that

well to this day, i>t i s 30 much softer than, the water from most
> »

wells. That f i rs t year we broke out, nearly one hundred acres of

land. We had a good garden and corn. Mr. 7.Hildas planted eight
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ocrea in cotton and the neighbors Just hooted at him and said,

"iVe caroe to this country to get away f̂rom cotton and now you

are trying I t out here." But I t was not a success that f i r s t

year. It rained a good deal and the stalka grew higher than

ray head but did not have time to fruit before the frost. We

did not make a bale on the whole eight acres, I shipped ray

sewing machine with our tedding end were we popular when Spring

dressmaking time camel

There were not many birds here aa there was no timber or

water, ^uail and prairie chickens were plentiful and we usually

had one or the other to eat every day. The children kept traps

not for them and I have known them to catch twenty quail et one

time in their traps and there wer̂ e always a half dozen or more
"61

every norning, Ofee traps had to be tended .every morning Just

as we did the other chores, ..e built a house and put a foundation

under it and \t wa3 nothing unusual for quail to come up n d roost

with my chickens If the weather was cold or snowy, and it wns sel«*

dora that there was not a covey of quail roosting under the house

if the ground was wet or covered with snow* We planted black

locust and poplar trees and after they got up to some sire mock*

Ing birds and other song birds came*
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Hawks were bad and wolves would come right into the yard

and help themselves to the chickens it they could not #et out ,

of the way- I had an old hen once that went to s e t t i n g , I

did not have the eggs £0 set her with and she was contrary and

•would not stay off the nest so I t ied her with a s t r ing to one.,

corner of the house. A wolf came right up and. ate her in? the

yard* I did not l ike to hear the wolves howl. The f i r s t time

I heard them I did not know what they were and I.thought the i r e

hov/ls the lonesomest sounds I ever^heard* One wolf can a l t

down on a h i l l s ide asd^howi t o the moon and you" wil l think

there cure ?i hundred. Solves caught l i t t i© calves and pigs"

3omotimes but they were not dangerous to people and I was

glad of that* We would take our lunch with us ana stay a l l

day plum hunting and bring home a wagon load a t a time, i t

would take us a week to put a l l these plums up but that supply

would do for that year . We did not go fishing much but there

were plenty of f ish in Deep Red an' Otter Creeks..

I had corn bread three times a day because w© liked i t

better and thought i t hea l th ie r . We had biscui t once a day

and l ight bread sometimes once a week. We liked egg cam bread

but mostly we liked what I called a corn pone made wi th hot water
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and cooked oil the top of the stove* I cooked in what we called

a -Hoecake*Baker;that is a f lat iron plate with a very small
an • ,.

I Hed/lron tea-kettle,- ski l le ts and pots* Uy stove had the neme

on it''and, Joe, one of my boys learned his let ters on this stove

and on the pots*

Tifoen we planned, a t r ip to.Veraon the day before we would

get our "suggins" out ( quilta, blankets and pillows ) in a rol l . -

I would cook up a lot of grub for we would have to spend a night

in the wagon yard at Vernon* Every one did* There was a place

there where you could make coffee and fiy meat but no place to

eat except by yous OTO wagon. We did not have pich to take with

us, to sell from the farm but had to have the money already with us»

sve were not long in getting quite a l i t t l e herd of cattle and we

usually had a yearling to se l l when we needed a l i t t l e cash but

,a-lot of the years were very lean. *

About, a quarter qf w&le s: uth of us was a l i t t l e one-room

house known as "The Lit t le 3chool-houee% "Je a l l went to church

here and the children went to school three months out of the year.

Ĉhey had benches to sl.t on but no desks to write on.

t t was not long before we got an organ tor the gir ls @nd tivon

they would meet e.t our house nearly every Sunday night for singing*

We did not have preaching every Sunday by any means, just when a
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preacher tfould happen to be coming near jxs and there would be

an'announcement of the Sunday preaching and we did not have

lunday School,. ;unt$l the house was bu i l t at Cross |?oads about

a mile farther on« I think the ft rot tw> years I was out hsre

to e.ttend church only once.

'Se were putting out potato s l ips once When 3ue, our l i t t l e

r̂  wns playing along the rows in fr^nt of usy stopping to

s i t down occasionally. Ihe sat down on what ahe took to "be a

liirib as she was used to s i t t i n g in %m$$ in Tennessee when the

limb ' e.̂ an to s ing. She h«$,,j$at down on a big snake. There were

M f?oou rcany snakes and r always k i l led everyone I saw if 1 could

but the snakes never gaveus much bother. " The r«ttlesnakea do

; not ' l ive In the send and the other snakes were not poisonous.

Joe lenrned to r ide before Ji© was large enough to*climb 'on

n horae*s b^ck. ile would watch his father plowing in the field

and when his fn'ther ,,$puld"take looae" to come to the h uae Joe

would run as fas t as he could to meet his father and his fatHer

T""vvouTd "•Trays' put"him n one oFTthe lioraes anklet him ride"to~the"

I?*'.' ^hen a.-postofflce was established within about a mile of

us" we .|i§ild put Joe on a horse and send him for the mai l . The

would e l t h e i ^ r i n g the mail out to Joe or someone ,:,._.»

standing around would help him back on the'horae after he had
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slid off and gone in the house for the mall* One day when Joe ""

was coining home with the mall, when he got to t e crossroads, there

was a new bottle full of pepper sauce someone had lost lying in

the road. Joe sl id down and picked up the bottle of pepper sauce

but could not get back onto his horse so had to walk a l l the rest

of the way home .and lead hi3 horse.

We lived far enough from the river for i t not to be danger-

ous for us but I have seen a lot of high water. I raised my family

with three square meals a day with meat on the table overy meal.

ttoat was the foundation around rchicL every meal wa8 built and milk,

butter and eggs were always present a t meal time also. , ,


