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Journaly: t
March 17, 1938, 1

2

. Interview with ¥rs. arah .. -ill4ams
: 601 ! orth Grady St. Altus, Uklahoma.

Mr. :{llfems, my husbend, hdd a brother-in-law ixe. Ailpat=
rick, 1iving out here snd hr. 1lliems came out in 1#f 9 to look

around, Land was so very high in “ennessee that we had des-

LSl

-

naired of owﬁing the lgnd we wented to raise ou: fémily on

wnd 1t wss to scek more nrd cheeper lend that we left the state

-

- ™
-
R

Sf‘3ﬁ§”$1rth. Hr.’“illiams found a half section that a mar would

reling ' h to him for £500.00. He paid that much down on the lend

S

and came back to Tennessee for me’ané the children.

fe s0ld out everything but our heddiné ‘1 clothing end took

’

a steamb;at'ai Bﬁtler‘s Landinge. e were on this boat tso dayé
and rizhts and the food and all éés furnished. .e iraveled by
boat to Lémyhis nd here.we took a train. .ﬁhe_traingba; to cross
Zt?e.:ié;iSStppi<R1ver on uybqat tut {t was night and ;e <id not
know wheh .e¢ crossed the river. &Q d1d notl get of. the trejn to
eat; neither d§d I have a lunch basket bui kir.e 1lliams would get
off when the trggn stopﬁed #t a statfon long enougﬁ and buy things

~

for thé children and me to eat. I had & nursing baby end did not

o

11ké to get off of the train. 7The older children would get off

With their father sometimes. I think we wefe eight days making

-
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the trip from the time we left homec until we got to,Ternon, 1eXa88.

k-2

Our brother-in-lsw met us st V8inon :n. brou-ht us across -

{
the ‘ed :iver 0 his home where we stayod until ¢ plnce could be

prep red for us en our”own”cléiﬁ:ﬁffrthoughfbihis the nost dJego= %
@

lrte country T had ever geen. T felt like we b d struck wnother

world.A .verythin~ looked 80 Jry nd aé§d¢ Tt w.s Februsry -ad ; . .
the river looked just like ¢ dry a;te of s:mnd es¢rt with no-s °
wnter O ve;etationo Mr. .41l4zms fi»ed a duzout for wus “ith% w
one-rnom tuilt ovér the dugout. e ¢ oked in the dugout end

sle;t in the room sbove. Ghis du-cut w3 18 by 20 feet and m:d
‘@
three windows i{n it. I w3 not too worried zbout the ippedr-ance

" of things for I had been told what to expect. The second ni{®ht

1 wes ﬁere_there came Up one of-those sudden north winds that
would shuke a‘homx in the ground and {t sounde& g0 sirgng and
" lonesome that I never batted my eyes «ll Afght 1nf$ieéy for T
exectea every mimute for us all to e dblown oui of aur beds, A_ g
I soon le«rned better thon that but have,never-foiiegluseé‘tﬁ

’ -~

the s-nd and .I 8till hate the duste . C . .

~

k]

f
1

.verything vwns hsuled from Vermon but even ‘that fur beck we

hauled n little coal for fuel,ii ¥es 80 far and SO dangerous to get

&

wod from the Nation. Mr. Willisms got woo:, beﬂiféads, chairs gnd

tables and two cosl stoves at Vernon us soon s the dugout wes roady
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for us to move in. I tried to go to Vernon twice & yeaxr to 1 ¥y
in supplies but of course the men~folks often went :3 often as

once a-month and some one, a neighbor or whoever wont always

—v

bmughtabamﬁ muil ano whatever wus needed for the whole
. neighborixood. R
¥ie bought te;ms, a cow and & dozen cl}ickena that first
spring. I raised a lot of fryers. The whole country was alive
_ with little cottontail *abbi t8 ax;d the children cou;fd' go out
and twist a rabbit out of a hole in the ground moat any time of
day end when I would fry a chicken I would usually fry a rabbit )
"and "the_: children never seemed to be able to tell the difference .
between the meat of raﬁbit' or chicken. ‘e brought from Tennessaee
enouzh meat, ‘lard. and .presgwéd end canned fruit t;)_ last a8 year or
two =.d after that we hed only the native plums for fruit unt{l

we could have an orchard of cur own ,which was not long for we

put out *oeacl Mlmnd aprteotrtm# did well. Qu Quincea d1d

pretty vell but apples and grapes \would not grow for us. The

ground vas too sandy m thought.

e had a good well of water and people hsul water from that
¢
well to this day, it 19 go much softer than the water from most
wells. " That first year w2 broke cut, nearly one hundred acres of

L4

"lend. Ye had s good garden and Gorn. Mr. willisms planted eight
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just hooted et him and sa1d,
"‘.’«'; cdme 0 ;tb,is country t0 get sw \ from cotton and now you
are trying 1t out here." But it was not a success that first
year. It rained a good deal and the stalks grew higher than
my hé‘ad but did not have time to fruit before the frost. Ve
dici not-make & bale on the wholé ei}ght acres. I shippred my
sewing machine with our bedding cnd were we populer when 3pring
dreasmaking time camel

There were not many birds here sa there was no timber or
water. Quail and prairie chickens were plentiful anf) wge usually
had one or the other to eat every day. The children kept traps
aet for them and I have known them to catch twenty quail st one
time in their traps and there were always a half dozen or more
every x:bming. The traps had to be teunded every morning just
as wé did'the othsr chores. .e& built a house and/put a .foundation
undgr it and %t was pothing unususl for guail to come up = 4 roost
with my chickens if the weather was c0ld or snovy, and it wns 86€la
dom that there was not a covey of quaii rooating under the house
if the ground was wet or covered with snow. Ve x;ia\nted black
locust and poplar trees and arter t hey got up to some sire mocke

ing birds and other song birds camee.

o
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Hawks were bad and wolves would come right into the yard
and help themse]tvea to the chickens §f they could nbt zet out
of the way. I had an old hen once thet went to setting. I oy ‘
did not have the eggs to set her with a;ld she wss contrary am;
would not stay off the nest 80 I tied her with a string to ome,
corner of the house. A wolf came right up and ate her 1m the
yard. I did not like to hear the wolyes( howl, - The first tims
I heerd them I did not know whet they ¥ere and I.thought their °
howls the lonegomest sounds I ever:heard. One wt;lf .izan sit -
down on a hillside amd_ howl to the moon end you will think
there* are a lmndred, Volves caught 1ittle calves end pigs
sometimes but they were not dé:gerous to people and 1 was
glad of thet. We would take our lunch with us amd stay all
day plum hunting 'and‘br'ipg home a wagon 1::&6 at 'a time. It.'
would teke us a week to put all these plums up but that supply
would do for that year. We did not go fishing much but there
viere plenty of fish in Deep Red sn’ Otter Creeks. :

I had corn bread three times a day because we liked 1t
better and thought 1t hfaalthier. We had biscuit once a day
and light bread sometimes once s week. We liked egg corm breq@

but mstly we liked what I called a corn poge made with hot water
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and cooked on tho ‘top of the gtove. I cooked in What.we called
Hoecake Baker that {s a flat {ron plate mth a very small rime.

I had/:ron iea-kettle, akillets end pots. XNy stove had the neme
on 11: and Joe, one 01‘ my boys learned his letters on this stove
and on the p;;.;. ’

When we plamned.a trip to.Vernon the day before we vcvuid
get our "anggi;m" out {( quilts blankets and piliows ) in a roll.-
; would cook up s 1ot of grnb for we would have to apend a night
in the wagon yard at Vernon. E‘very one 916. There sas a plece
,thqre whgre you coﬁid méke‘corree and fry meat but no P)place to
eatfe,xce'pt by youx own wagc’;n. tie d4d not have much to tak]e with
us to sell rro;n the farm but had to héve the money already with us,
’Y;e weré'no:t leng in getting quite = litile h‘erd of cattle and we
usuglly had a yearling to sell when we necded a 1ittle cash but
.,a 1ot of the yeers were very lean. _

A‘oout ) quarter af nﬁla e uth of us wes & 1ittle one-room
house known as "The Little 3chool-house”, 7ie all went to church

1y

here and the e‘tzildren aent to achool three months out of the years
‘I.‘hey had banehes 0 911; on but no. das;m to write ofe

It was not long berum we got an oygsh rm: the girls and th’aﬁ
they muld meet &t. our house nearly every .aundew night for singing.

‘Ee did not have preachtns em;ry unday by eny meens, Jmt when a
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preacher would happen to be coming near us and thére would be
an'announ;amont of the Sunday praaching and we did not have
ﬂunday Schogl“untgl the hnuse was built ‘at Cross Doads =zbout
a mile farther one I think the first two years I was out here
T gpt'io ettend church only once.

%e were putting out potato slips once when 3ue, our little

dau~hter wes pleying slong the rows 1n frount of us/stoppinc to

83t down oceasjonally. 73he sat down on what she took to he a
NN ‘:L\'
limb a8 gshe was used to sitting 1n npemé n mennesqne vhen the

',.5\4

458

77
,

l14mb 'esan to sing. She hqd gat down on a big snake. There were

o

r,u

n good many snekes and I alwajs killed everyonc I sew if T could

ef“

;but the snekés never gavq ﬁe much bothere. 'Tho rattlesnakea “do

\

. notrlivé 1n thé send and the other snakes were not [of{sonous.
Joe learned to ride before he was large emough to.climb on

,a horase®s beck. ie would wateh his father plowing in the field

\

und when his father gould"take loose" to come to the L use Joe

wuld run as fast as‘he could to meet his fnther and his fother

Teald - 1ways “put him one of the ‘horses anglet him ride to the
147 nhen 8 postofftpe was established within about a mile of

us' we.ﬁﬁ%id pit Joe on a horse and send him for the mmil. The

,-\..4,.?',.‘ N

: ﬁostmaster would eithenhgping the mail out to Joe or someone ;;;h,.,-

standing around would help him back on the ‘horse after he had



WILLIAM, SARAR E. INTERVIEW. | | 40259 ARy

e, 2
—,4;'/"’
y ;»:,4/

~%
P ~
Pl

Yo
v

’ ! I

s8lid orf and gone in the houae for the maile One day when Joe ~

. was coming home wlth the mail, uhen he get to ¢ e cmssmada there
wes a new bottle full of peppgr sauce someone had lost lying {n ‘
the road. Joe 8lid down and picked up the bottle of pepper sauce
but could not get back onto his horse so had to walk ell 'the reat

\
We lived far ecmough from the river for it not to be denger-

of the way home.asnd lead his horse.
ous for u3 but I have seen a lot of high water. I raised my family
with three square mesls a aay with meat on the teble cvery meale

. o 3
“l'eat was the foundation around whick every meal wes bujlt and milk,

© butter and eggs were always present at meal time slso.
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