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1., Name _ R. Lo Wilcox
; 3 : ,
2. Post Officc Address Altus, Oklahoma,
3. Residence address (or location) __ 800 Block Eastfgréadwéy.
4, DATE OF BIRTH: .Month.»“ .September., . ___ Day _24 Year 1889 »
" 5, Place of birth Enid, Oklebqma : :
6. Name of Father __ Theodore S. Wilcox - Place of birth _Columbus, Ohio
Other information about father e R
7. Name of Mother Hanng lucinda Pritner Placc of birth Butchinson, Kan.

" Other informat{on about mother

e

-

Notes or compl.te narrative by the field workcr dealing witﬁ the life and
story of the person inturviewcde Rcfer to Manual for suggcestud subjegts
and questions, Continue on blank sheéets if nccessary and attach firmly to .
this form, Number of shcets attached ‘ -9 . .
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in Interview with Mr. R. L. Wilcox, Altus, Oklahoma.
By - Virgil Coursey - Ianvestigator. .
" October 85, 1937.

e
3

. e

My fatliér was Theodore S, Wilcox, He ceme to Kan-
8as wli;.m he was & young‘ man end there met and fell in
love with Miss Hanna Lucinde Pritner. They were engaged
fo be married, but on hoaxﬁng of the~0pening of the Cher-
okee Strip for settlemant, they gaclded ‘to poatpoﬁe their

marriage so that each of them migi:t élaim s0ma land‘. For .

this reason the day of the Run into the Cherokee Strip \
found both my father end mother on the line ready to make
@ ‘ . .

the dash for a homestead. -Mother's brother, Henry, cams

- along also. ; . < - . " .
g . . )
»

. »

People begin to gather for the Rin days befors the
time set for the event. a ‘ ;
N ronbe
A narrow strip of land along the edge of the Cher-

okee.Strip wﬁa used as a starting ;joint and people lined

-

ﬁp there in a long row just as one would in a foot race.
, There was sb much é;‘lling around by the orowd that the
ground was 3h1pped fntc a powdoi' “1ike duat that was

m%"&::nzatifling. The weather was hot.and sultry.
W ’ i,
) T

T bees -~
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My father and mother,: béiug an 1ngen1'oul‘two,
engaged all the output of bread baked in the nearest S
towns and put up booths where they sold bread and i
water, IV proved to be a profitable schems, for both
food and water were scarce. \ |

When the time for the’ Bun approached Mother* \s
hrothei', Henry, waa on' horssback, and Father and : ) . - .
Mother were in a buggy 4rawn by twn horsea. . ’I‘he\air
was tense with excitamg’é. " Government officials kept
the crowd’/pushed baoic on | the a;artipg 'lino. ~Finai_lz;r" hd
there was the crack of a pistol] the ai@ai to staz‘;t, .

and. the orowd- leaped forward, some in waéons and buggies,

some on horseback, and aome even on‘foot. Horses were

driven at top speed until they dropped dead. - Ons horse

3 —

that my parents woi'i driving died{and l'althe'f stepped in-
to tﬂe shafts and comploted \the TACe, ' It was understood
howsver, Father said, th:t Mother was not to lash him
with the'whip., - _ (: \ W‘?\

Father and Mother trisd to gst adjoining‘clwaiﬁa‘
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but untortt}natelfg could not 4o 83, Their claims were
about a half mile apart, one of them being two and a
. half miles west of ‘North Enid. -North Enid' was the
| original location before Enid was moved fal;thor aouth
to its preasent location. |

| 'I‘hg lovers were, of course, soon married-after

the completion of the desh rér their homesteads. .
My fathéi‘ was & gréduato of Stockton Unizersiﬁy-
and tau'ght school in the Enid community for nine ye;rs.
~ For éuite a while he had to go seventeen miles to
ach'ool. He taught at 0ld Aax;on. .

Y boy named lewis Morrell attended my father's
"achool. His h-otl_xex" died when );e was gquite young and
“his omly 1iving relative so far as eny one knew was his
father, One day nr; \Korrell diaappoﬁx;bd and ;raa (nover
ssen or heard from. He was probably killed by the In-

dians, My father took Lewia and rearsd him-and‘ he ia

X

" now &--successful business mane.

During the séarly days corn and feed stuff wers

R

very svarse in the Cherokee Strip. Father and two other
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‘men, Mr.-Jackson and Mr. Kixig‘)uaed to meke trips into ’
Kanses and haul back corn. People came for miles to |
buy it. ' . | ’ | -~

AL Jennings and his mgstor‘bythoré d4d not
 want the settlers in the Cherokee Sﬁ'ip and tried
svery means possible to run them out. One day when'
' :fshora was a strong ;rind from the south tl'm gmgate;m ve )
sot fire to the tall, dry grass. The fire raced with
relentless fury acfén the prairie toward the settle-
ments. I never heard.my father relate the datails,
bu'; someone must have made a Paul Revere rids to warn
everycne of the approaching dan?ar. 'Anyuy tﬁe farmers
worked night and doy plowing out wide strips of grass
around their homoa and joining the strips on the south

so that tnore would be a oqntinuou%mbrokon fire break.

1:“

‘However, the homes would have been wiped out. had

Fé

not the wind changsd to the north causing tﬁe fire to coreep

along.

In 1901 we movad to Granito:. That was befors the

‘railroad ckme through, tho ‘ugh there was quits zome talk °
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that the railrosd would be built. My father bought a
half block" of the originci tomsits. On one cornsr a
largs two-story frems hotel had just.been completed.
My fathpr opsned a rsal sstate office next to the hotel.
Then came a furniture store, followed by a restaursut.
- While the railroad was being built, Granite be-
- came a thz"’iving toun, People flocked in by the hun-
dreds. PFor quite aome time my father fed as many as
four lmndréd people daily at the hotel and rectam:ant.
. This is outatanding “in. my memory even though I was a
1little 'tollot. and this is why; thers was a sginging
duc’:i‘ﬁe th’s hotel and pcoplé were oontinu;lly paa;\ing

through, ttnt rrom one aide and then another. I got

knnkknd,dnun.s.¥oyal—$£mse—bafore—i;iﬁﬂrniﬁ“ﬁﬁi“fﬁ“iliﬁ“
through quickly.
At -one time there were thirteen saloons in Granite.
I remsmber the small pox epidemic OF 1901, when

-_.paoplo-é-ké—%y— the hmdraﬁs‘“mny‘ of the victim: ware
buried eust of Granite. . The old cemetery i still there.

v
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I used to trap wild geme in the vicinity where
the Ro_romtory now stands, | -

My father o;msd one of ;cho first automobiles in
this part of the ct;nntry'. It was a one cylinder
Cadillac, & buggy-like contrivance with the door in |
the back. One day he was "showing orrw his new car
on the,aitrebtsbr. Granite, He passed a short, heavy
So¢ mau weigiing avout three mundred pounds. The
m:n wes riding a horse. Jug'i as they met the car
boéan to backfire; the l}gree ghot forward and ran at
top speed for quite a distance, The other day I
dviutéd an old lady who ;n the course of -our conver-
sation reoallod this incident. She said that the

_poor. tellow Jgot the horse undar control near her

houae.~
He came %o the house and asked them to send for:
a doctor and stated that a man riding in a ‘queer 1601;%

ing buggy had shot him in the leg. . He protadbly got

his leg injured slightly in the runaway. It took some
. ! . // ) 3
little talking to convince the man that he had not been

injured. | o L

DUV VTR,
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ly‘rathor bought somd acroage north of Granite
and made an attempt to eatabliah a large health resort

at*Sulphnr’Springp. Analyeis of the water inuicated

)

fourteen kinds of minerals that were beneficial to
hgaith. .
Father built a large hotel snd bath house and
organiaed a: ball team to the members of which be paid
a moénthly aglary. pThta ball team attracted quite a
bit of publicity and pecple cams by the thousands to
see the games, | ]
My brother and I delivared water in Granite
gpr 10 ¢ents a'gallon. We also ahiﬁpad it to other

- ( ) 4 4 -
towns. However;the resort did not thrive and the

as good as any other health resort enjoys. Poasibly,

onterpitab was finally abandoned. 'rhe water is there,
|
sono day aalnone will really eatabliah a health resort
thoro. B _ ' '

Twenty-five miles west of Granite is what is

P
known as Jester Cave. Ahout twentybfive men at Granite

decided to qulorc thig cave. No one had ever pcnef?ated

-

>,
PR N
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it for more than Yen or fifteen feet. Everyone knew

F24

that the cave harbored bats and birds of several kinds.

but there was some apocnlation as to 'hat else -might be
- found in the dark roconos of the cave, 'l'he men took
candles and lanterns and ontered tho cave. 1In soms
plaon tho openin§ was 80 narrow that the men had to

'crawl through; 4 other places 1t was as large as a’

room. No doudbiy the csave had been used at times as a
place of refugs. <9he men penetrated to & distance of
two hundred feet.
Bere ‘ y got .into a den of dodb cats, —'The oa;ts
opened attack. The lanterns were scon knooksd out:and
the men I;Zs left in total slaiknoas. and when they _.

finally emerged from the cave they were pitiful to be-

~hold, [TBeiT faces were lacerated and their clothix;g

almost in strings.

An t;ld man namsd "Pickle Simon® claimed Jester
as hi'a home, but where he came from no one knou. He
ohtmd 10 be one hundred and ronrtoen yoars of ago '
when n. armea into the eomnnity and he lived thers
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for rorty yoarn before he died. ‘He was & miner dnd
sxplorer. Ho had a long matacho and hair that hm;_g

| down his back,  He wore a la;e.. '.-.*hito hat with a

aoallopod brim, and a red bandana handkerchiﬂr knotted -

~ around hia Becke Iﬁ‘ had & walking stick, a dog and a

donkey. He would ride awhile and then waik and lead

the donkey.‘ Ainost any dsy he could be seen with the

donkey browsing sround on the mountain side.
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