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i&nnaeus B. Ranck, . .
Investigator. .

November 24, 1932. . .

@nterview with Byron Dick Webb,
Gage, Oklaho-a.
Father- E. B. Tebd
/

/ .
Mr. Webb was born at Bartlett, Iowa, May 30,

1892. /
Mr, Webb's father w&s a genuine old frontiers-
- man., He freig.ted for tha 'nited States Government
over the Wastern Blains before the Civii Far. He
was 8t Salt Lake .City at the tiée the “overnment wag
having serious trouble with the Mormons there. |
When old Oklahéma opened for settlemeant in the -
Fall of 1689, Mr; fisbb came_frém a ranch northwest of
Dodge City, Kensas, to make the run with his father and
older brother. They entered the new country just
south of South Haven, Kansas., At that section of ths
line a veritable multitude of people had gathgrgg,
awaiting the signal to edvance and the thrqpéfex-
.tended as far east and wes% along the 1iné'as the eys

s

could obsaerve. .

1
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Mr. Webb's father and older brother wers on
the line, each with a covered wagon and four, hegd
- of ioraes their wagons loaded with a few pieces of
furniture for the new homes which they hoped to get
“{n Oklahoma and edch one had alao/—bd plow end &
-;ew chickens and pigs in crates wired to the outer
‘(sidqs of their wagons. Byron Digk ¥ebb was on the
line astride a'awift and wiry range saddle horse.
It was the plan of the Webbs that thg\ogo entering
on ho&seback should speed forward with all possible
”haste snd’ stike claims, one for”;;éﬁ of the party
of three. It seems their plan worked out well enough,
too.
. , i
Byron Dick Webb,!hqwaver,‘was not yet old enough .
ngr/otherwise'qwalified to legally file on land.'.f.
,guess it was hig.plan to bluff through if he could,
which later, we will observe that he failed to accomplish.
#hen he, hils brother and father were waiting on

tne line, the mulltitudes became the more restless and

tense as the hour and minute for the dash over the
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line approachod; ~Tho'pe0pla more or less crowded -

and jemmed oné andther for front rank place on the

very iine from which the ggqggggwgggfgg,be made ;

fairly éood order'pré;ailed;/ﬁaibver. Not over two

hundr;d yards tp‘his east &l ngAthé line though a . Lo
cowpuncher mounted on a powerful and spesdy horse - ~
broke over the line about thirty minutes before the '
signal and three United States Gavalry. troopsrs pur-
sued him desperately; as the chase progresseﬁ the
ccwpunouer -was far in the lead and appeared to te
gaining distance on the soldiers as they went .1

out of siéht.

When the signal to advance was given it was

~ such a sight e ons coul& not 1magine The first

[
* ke g

wavo over the iine had not advanced‘ggo hund”éd yards ;s

¥

—

/
till the prairie countrv gpound about was a cloud of

rolling dust. Chickens nere rluttariegﬁeverywnere

\having been shaken out of the wagons. Many- pigs wggg//////////’

aﬁd hoofs.

let loose and were trampled beneath & th

A mad deafening charge was on,wsgons, carts,:buggies/
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clashed one with the other: wheels were splintered

S

“%Q?d their parts .flew in every direction. Some

ﬁaépns went down to the hubs but on charged the
drivers.
- Mr. Webb had grown up on the range, in the sa&dle,

£

and knew his horses, too. He rode a good one that day
and before ;undown he had reached the townsite of
Guthrie. A lot Qf tents were already up when he are
rived. Thera‘wér; only two frame bﬁil&inéa, however,

one was the Land Office eonatructed of rough pine

'boards a foot in width,and nailed hastily at two-

foot intervals,in upr ashion, to a fliasy skeleton

-

The other frame building was a box car beside

- the railroad serving as a depot. But it ap:eared—that

" tents went up that eyening over the landscape of the

"S— —u—
= ?

townsite'area in maﬁper likened .to pOpéorn exploding
in a psppof. Bf night Guthriq was a tent city covering
at least-& ssction of land,
Thers was some trouble in the newly founded Guthrie ’
| that niéhﬁfaid'pldnpy of cxéitement. Mr.~Weﬁ$ slept
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ﬁnder‘a wagon to the accompaniment of gunfire and.

bullets‘wﬁistling_through the air.“l During that -

first night in Guthrie tHirty-four lives were stiuffed

r

out as the result of disputes, one kind and another.

’The morning of the d-.y following .r. .ebb mounted

&

hiSﬁorse and rode southwest wbout ten miles where he

found desirable unckaimed land and staked claims, one

each for his father, his older brother and himselfa:
. The evening of the second day his father and brother

arrived and took possegsion of the claims which he héd

steked for.them. Young Byron Webb, however, was soon

pried loose from his; a certain party agreeing to pay

him a stipulated sum of cash for it which was never paiad

to him, The good sadﬁle horse which he had ridden in

the Bun he sold o am Indian doctor im Guthrie for

é22.50 and turned tﬁé'money over‘to his father }o pay the

; latter':s filing fees, Th% elder Webb's first house was

.é

built of the‘native sod,

. Those first few yeais were hard ones. ﬂ Many people

in that new country were rationed by the United States

o
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-Government. Dufing tire first season following the
Opening, fhe H#ebbs raised somes Indian corn on sod

&

whiéh they had broken, Thﬁ'crop was inferior tholigh;

~

smutty and wormy. They fed it to tbeiﬁgggrses during

the winter and seven of the horaes died;&}.'Webb thought

“

the trouble was due to the bad corn. . ,

Kalfir corn and maize were unknown those days in old’

Uklahoma.  The setilers raised corn, cqtton ané wheat.
Hay from the netive grasa was put hp and sold in Guthris
‘}9r about $3.0C per ton. They yould go to Kansas %o
haryvest in the summser and Byron Webﬁ'worked'On rancﬁéé
in the adjoiﬁin; Cherokee STrip Qsuntry.
ﬁ\sﬁk debb's efforts Yo secure a c.aim in Oklahoma wgref
‘rather singular inagmuch as -he made three runs ?nd‘did :

‘not get a claim. His first run was”;%to old Oklahonma

.and he"was not old enough to hold a claim. /ﬁe tried:

— — -« /

again when the Strip opened and failed, and/when the
Kickappo lsgtds opaned two years later b /;ade the run

for:a’claim and failed again. - .

T
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» For the 8irip Opening he registered at Hegneesey

¢ and made tﬁéurun from Orlando. Es claims that theﬂ?
: . VA

\
|
!

s

&irs@ Opening of Jklshoma ladds. .éncofaing tu . his rec=,

ollection many men were on the line to enter the

"

' gﬁrip, ridisg higch class racé Borses espscially.provided .
fgf the run. - |
“ Mr. Webb-had tesn over wuuch of the eg@tern porti)n\
of the Strip before 1£ opaned and conseqﬂéuply he had in
,mind the exact locality where he hoped to stake a

claim. He went over the line at Orlando astride a

4

powerful and seasoned saddle horse, garrying his Win-

chester, a feed of oats for his horse and a lunch for -

~

pimsélﬁJand stfﬁck out in a northwest diréctibn for Red

Rock Cresk end the vicinity of the. old Pole Cat hanch

Springs:’ult was thifty»six miles to the place he had

q

in mind for steking & claim and e covered the distance.
in two hours and.tsh minutes. The ride was 80 taxing

on both him and his horse that .when he reached the .end

’

%
L
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éf his Edurney both his nose andzthdt of his mount

L]

were bleeding. ' ) .

:/But the Soonera! It was irony to .Webb to find
al’ thé land~iﬁ.the loéality where he had hopeé to
fina a clain 2lready talgen when he arrived that ﬁidr
wafternoon of the day on which tne Strip was opened.

A number of men were already camped’aloaé the creek, ,
who apparently hadﬂcoms ig‘with ox teams. Others //
.%ere there in horse drawn covered wagons. There was
every evlidence thsi some of them haé been camped along

Hed Rock Craek fofbmany days before the Opening. The

ground was littersd with the refuse of camp sites,

——

Some had wells already dug. Inea fow instgnces dug=
out houaoa had been started. This was all. so exasperat-
inp and d scouraging to Webb that hs left the locality
the/yext m rnln%without lookﬁag elsewhere in the Surip
for:a claifu. .
As before stated, Webb made the run into the Kiékapoo

Country in 1895 on horse back but failed io goet a home~ .

8tead. In 1901 he came to this‘country in a covered, -
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-wegon, with his wife and’ iwo smg%g chlldren, and located

.
N

on a homestead about fourteen milaes séutueast of the

present town of Gege. In bhe course of tiamg he

.

established residence on kis alaim in a dagout. They Cf

& .
subsisted on jackrshbits and cornbrssd for e

+

ood

o

’

part of the time during the firat year or two they

-
’»

were in this sectlon,
N »
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