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D» Vestal
Interviewer
October 20, 1937

Interview v/ith
i.!rso Luella ..:

Lawton, Oklahoma.

Our family, consisting df my huab.and,\three children' '"

• • ' " \

r-e,, came to Cklahotfa in/1901 fsron Indian&polia, Indiana.
• • / . • - . - • X

,/e vi. :A to I.-arlov/, then, .came v?eptward to ourxnev, hoaie which

w o located oix miles7northwest .of Oac-he, driying* a team

and severed '.vajon. •' "' • '
* *

,('e were on fine road thr^e'-day.*? fron ,jarlow\t.o our homeV '.

..'e did not know what to expert as we ha.d nct\ been this

rtc.y before eo we hed decided i t -would -be best to bring: food

erv-t- to last us for'-a fe"? months"'1, ^ e food '.vhicm'ws *

' - \

brought with us and the wild £ar,\t 'that 've found, helped us

;n. i te K lot* • ' '

• :-.y husband w?s a lawyer in Indiana and he l\e<i sei\vi
â  a cactain in the Civil ar, but he*:e,' we decided t o r

' • \

homest^rd "and farm. V.'e -crked !hard t ry ing , to ra.ise veg^-

fdr a supply through the winter months.

There w o no church Tcr '."hite Deor-le ^so we -i*-*"*
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services, with the Indians a-t Post Oak Mission in Coinan-
i

' che County.
*

A little school was soon erected for our children

and our neighbor'.3 children. There vr s not a very lar^o

attendance and the schpol terms were "very short. , b

Cur friendship with the Indians grew rapidly, tyianan
-* /

* ' / '

rarker was an old Indian Chief of t t e Comanche Tribe4

ilid home was about two "niles from where we l i v e d . / ;ome-

.Lines icy husband would walk over to <<,uanahfs h^use- u: 1

• triey .vould ta lk , s i t t i n g on his porch, ^uanah wcs a
1 - /

-very proufi lndi-an; he called hrnself "big chief" end

I " « /

called myj husband "big white chief," b^ceuse \lr. Webster

had been a cap.tain in the Civil -Var.

.'e stayed on our 'farm northwest of Cache for about

ten years, then noved to Lawton 1?o educate our children..

I lost ray husband and lcter remarried* 1 then became

proprietor of the Duncan*'-.otel where many Indians came

for the night's lodging'. Cf the many customers here,

most were Indians. ,Lere they met ?tou, for their impor-

tant 'neetings-. I learned e ̂ reat deal about the Indians

oj:d t'aeir habits here. They rented 1 large roonu
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'.Then the meeting started, one would speak, then the

ho sat.next to the speaker would- talk, and so on

ar-cuW- the c i r c l e , iill Lad a chance to ^ive their op in- \

ions.

Th'eV .did not interrupt in the speech as we (white) "

people interrupt one another*

when an\ Indian family would drive into town, the
\ ' • " 'woman would dr̂ .ve .the teaii and she would get out and tie

the team whetheA it was raintn^ or the sun was shining.

One Indian girl named Sarah decided that she would

T \ \
like to he & teacher* She would talk with my daughter-'

and S'tudy with her_,too» So.Tietines ohe used my daughter's

,other books „

Sarah believed so strongly that some day she would

he a ̂ reat teacher, .that she changed her dress from a
r * *

siawl to a dress l i ke tha t wqrn by white women. We

thoujht then tha t Sarah would ^ar^ry out her p l ans , but

soon ner v i s i t s became f a r t h e r epar t and for sometime v»

did not cae .ier a t a l l . ".Vhen «ve ̂ i d . meet, she had £on&

back to her na t ive d r e s s , the blanket or shawl', had m a r - '
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ried ^nd wes the mother of three children. She Was glad

to see us-and talked lots, even though we did find her •

sitting among 3ome other Indians on the "street.


