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/ nterview with -William Stuert Webber,
gértshorne, Qklehana.
C 2

* I was born in hississippi, neer Liﬁe;rty, the county
" seat of smite unty, September 8, 1870, My father, Henry
ﬂev)ar. was fmm Virginia, he died when I was very young,
80 I can't tell mu\ch about him when he was born or whers,
He was h slave unti‘% fresd aftor khe Civil ¥er.
x..y g:candfathers so 1 have been told, came dirsctly,

from Africa. He was lured into & seiling smp by false

[

pronises, then the uchmpulous slave traders smugglad him
into the 'Jnited States and sold him to gome ylanter. ng
mother was ‘born on the\ Ieland of luadagascar, Just off the

eaph eoast of Africa.- \%e was on her way to achool oue

3

day wzx.’;ed*shé was twelve* and slave traders seized hér; ghe

/ -
was sSold somewhere on th\p coast of Maryland., She is dead
‘ \

NOW} gha“ and Father both 9ré buried in Mississippi. I'm ]‘

certain just whe:i-e th ir graves are, bui they lis - ’

sonewhere outside the éity of Seaalia.

|

| I moved to Illinois with kin and I got my edacatian

there, Danville, you night. say, wes my homs town. I want

|
\
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Ckhrough hig}l school; then I- attendé& the American Law

Y
/ ,\ WY (.‘\u“" [

Z ahogl at Chicago for\ four%a‘xfa’. .When I gqi; out of

J school 1 wont into the mines; dig,giné imal patd well/f;ﬁen.

/
From Danville I went to Thurber, Texas, ’chen %0

colorado and baelc to Texas and-finally, July 17, 1801, to
Hartshorne. I.ike 80 many other people I worked 6eds Mine
Number Two, in what: is now éect;ign 19, Township SN, Rauge
178, obout two miles north of Martshorne. I mrk?d thsre!
only & x;uonth, though, ang then moved into town and went to
wrk at ¥ire Numher One egain, ‘ | f

4
i

The first houss I lived in at Hartshorne was 2

-

| ngompany” hofiSe; number thirty<six fn block 131 which was

L
\.

a ‘three-zmm ‘house built for the mirers oy the Cﬁcct&w,

| Okleaoma & Gulf Railroaﬂ company, which ecmpany aed control
of tghe coal mines at Hartshorne, e had more eonveniqncaa,
.livi'nc* 88 ‘W8 did" in ;bom mining town, than lots of tiaa
people of that day and tims, wha lived in the mora iaﬂlbated
f\aming commnities of the “Choctaw Natiob.. 1 have haen ’eosfd
ti&at many people then eookedgthe.{r food in rireple.ces,
drank creak weter, had to cut rth&i:e‘i‘uetl from the nearby

forests, and in general nved under pfrimitive conditiona for

\



., ’ L . . . y
: ' s 119
« » R 4
. ~
v i -

WEBBER, WILLIAL STUART. . INTERVIEY, . lamz,

¥

. the Indian Territory-was ;vaw' co-un%ryg_ tbinly settled a.d
'preisty' undeve;oped.
Ve néd co:oks'tqvés j",n oz'r firet home in the 'j:e;'ri'bory
a}ui we had goéd furniture, plenty of. basf and pork andA
othar Pooda to oat and coal 10 h;z:.c"iz for fua:l. Tines wore
grod avxi heveryone had a :ob and =0.:9 MoONey.
I was a digger and I° got 62’# a ton for mine-run cocl,
75¢ for screened, or w3.50 a yard 1f w wanted it that r:ay.
e els0 ,got 21, 50 for setting double +imhers, efter in our -

-

roo“zs or in the entries. ' ’ .

- 4 ~

We set our own shots, av first. There wero diflarent

kinds of Tmers for bias*ing, Single ¢ 2ad Doublc, C,
Single F and Double F. This was all black powder, the only/

-

diff@rence’s vare in finenéss or coargeness ol grain; Singles
. F was ‘cgf.rss, Double F vas finas,- for instance, Ve didnfi
have fuses at first 'either, wo usrd a home-made contrapticn
called a “squib.“ Ylsﬂvmm ut in our powder for & shoi,
then woe made 8 hole through the dirt to the gowder m’cb a
long needls; next came the squib, thken we'ld llght the giot

and run.



§0 Very many Indians, I i.dn't -gat

e,
.

around much out in the coun‘ary. I lcaew an : iaﬁ“judge

e

some sort of p litieal quarrel that the Choctaws\had amoig
themsselves, men named Silas lLewis was exgcuted by. the
. Choctews for the killing. Hoklotubbe was & low hyavy=set .
fellowy he wais dark with black heir and ne hed a "_“.\fi’: /
appearance, thougb. he was rea.hy a gpqd faellow ‘and i‘riehdly
when you eame to knnw hime ™ _ \\}
l was nera when the Government bm.lt Jones ax;a eany fo:c
the Choctaws, $00. - I'm not sdre what year it wad-built but
it was shortly after I came, I\u guess about 3.894. Tirst
thare vas a,nly ‘one building, thdugh now it is & reg,ul “eob-
munity by itelf. It was for Indian boye and I thmk ¥ at N A
the ﬁ:s‘c auparintandent Was & mgn named Sam Iﬁorley.
' Thare weren't an.; schools at 'iarzshonm for coler
children, at first, then Bdwlin Ludlow, vho vas guj Lx:nnte' ont

of the Ce Q. & G. Mines, had buildings erected fox schoo
A building was erected noar where the Ha{'ﬁshogzie _High S

T ~
N .
~ -
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is now for, tiie whites to have \church and school and niners
- A ’
o , /7 ! .
had a srel’ amount teken from their pay cheoks every month

to nay for runningf tho schools, Colo{*ad ’bhildreri went Lo

.school in the ahurch building ‘ahai B¥a0d v'Lg,m wheore ovr

brick church is now on Sonth oevan\.h 3trest. Our tescher

.

vas rrs. . A. Dukess T think she s\.«as from Texas,
Then the coal company buili u piat_:,ﬁa’ for us to have .

sch..ol, ezz{ét of the churcb buildizg, gn lot l block 148

“‘* 1‘\«
. that was a o:t 1894, \"‘he coal (:* pan,/\\“mnc out part of ﬁ"ﬂ%
C 1 o ‘&.

wages of the colored miners t:o Laep th"\scnool golnge IT X

\

remsmbar right, single nen vere texod 25 and married men 50¢

Cur ;resent £ ur-rbom dbrick school was bullt after

statehood, in 1909, I remember about buylngz the land there
oun the hill ¢n South Fifth Street for the school , though I'm
. N ’ . . M \ *
not certain just when it was. It must have\beeh in 19083

that was the yoar of tue Pesals of lands herd: the first
sala vwas in 1904. ;’“xe Firét State Logislature made .s our
o'vn tmsbaes, e;awe the colored paople control of thair cwm
school and Louis Christian w‘as our f£irst superint ndent,
In 1902 I quit mining ax\d began publishing a awspaper
) ) .

which.iéas cglled "The Voice oﬁ the People.” I b uglt 1t from
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& men nared H. 4. Guest who wanted to gp %o fashington and
complete hig law educatioh. The office of the- paner was on

Wast Choctaw Ave‘nue, et licAlestex, &It wos A weakly. an
el ch¥=page spread ard had s ci7~culation of about f£ive thou=
’ﬁand. 1 owned and edited that paper for.three years, I had
a nard time w'ith 1it, as 1 badn't had any previous exparience
in the p-lptinr* higiness and I-didn't make as much money out
j +h%;‘?";tm§,; :z;f,}:“; ?xpscted for I had to hire so -much a7 the
o éfmo. %‘lﬁ didr:;t lxzmow what o linotype ma'*ku_ne was than' v
: I e ww‘“”
we so* tyrs by ‘hand & d it was & slow buinsss. e had an
"Tdeal® ress: mmtﬁzes it got out of order and we wéuld
~have fto take our stuff and havs it printed on the old "Hews"
comrany's m‘es?‘a‘ ¥hile I ves o'pe'rafimg, ‘tha ¥ oice of the
Paorle” the "News" bought out the 'Choctaw cap'itul, " and the
| tWO Were oon solidczted under the title y TThe Kawawbapit&l M
I rerember one of the news items I printed. There had
been an Indian ele(,tion aud tne outcome was a doubk, or at
least one side clafmed thet the thc‘: l\.eui wn unfeirly.
“hat imst have been about 1903, anyway there was tmuble and

Pightine smong the Indians aboud it,. The Governuent at .

e
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vaeshington wented to step in loﬁg enongh to presiarve 18ace
but there seemed to he a question as to'whet;zar the United
_‘Sta.taé‘maraﬁals or the soldiers should be in charge,so -
::Iarshal Z{:acl:étt wen't; with his dapﬁtiea and so did the soldidrs,
In 2904 T sold o't the paper to 24 MeDanlels, a colored |
mntracutor.‘.‘ Ho end his partner, Tom Cerry, furnisfed materials
to cciu-}tn;ct the Roq}; island Railroad esstward from ;'v'ister to
> enphis and westwerd frou.lMcAlester to\ Cklcho-e City.
I cews to Hallsyville that year é.xid mt in g restaursnt

and‘boafding houge . ,'"which‘ ‘as Just across the tracks from

“the zoal chute an the ex.. :mo eastern end of Main Street,; I
. i

catlad 13 "The Twin City-Restpurant.” I$ had mine rooms and

most of my customors were railroad men; I ren the place three
years. I charged 254 for a single msal, $1.00 for breakfzst
and. supp_ex: 213 r;aam and, #4,00 2 wesk for room snd Soard,
Seie of ths workers who wers eaployed in tlié‘roupdhouse stayed
vith 73 al} the time. - |
i the time thit I ran this restourant I also wus

devoloping end opevating z cogl mine; it was in the sems

soction of land s5 old Number Two MIne, north and east of

-
5
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the old shaft. All the land ‘in this section vas allotable
anfi/the coal rights wént with the ownerahip of the land At
y/irst I leased tho coal fﬁém KT8 e Co rowell, but ~iater ofl
//I bought the lend myself' I ownw some land out there now. .y
‘The mine was & slope. It was m}: er smw.l as compared
with theicompanj mines Gf the time; 1t d1dn't have any lifts, - )
. or entries,. and the rooms were turned directly orf‘ibhe élopé.
There were eight o} ten x_‘ooma. and my payroll negr;:y always
: carried a dozen namea. I reniember some of my'wdrkers' Pa
: Doraey, Alee Hamnock Alex Honper, George Glasson, Ed Shockley,
Bill Ca % » George Chambersn, Jeo Se :(ing, C Ce Stevenson, B.
F. Stevenson, :hillip Wcod, Green ‘uathis. |
Sometimes WO would breau into ‘bhe mrkings of ‘ohe old
mine Mumber Two, and e{,’m wat&:n» sould irain out of the ’
new mine into the’ old one, ﬁze ‘eodl “was good domestic a‘mfr. -
about; four fest high in the velng BERTENEG '
"The vein of coel sloped south and east, We used hor'ées
to holst the coal Outeo! the minmej there wasn't any égnroaa
spur out to xm;r&mine and we had to hallxi the c;oai into town
‘in'wag-ons. A lot of men uged to haul ooal i‘or me &t one tine

or anothery .Toe Hefley, Tom Veughn, Ge w. Craut, Alec ‘Ervin,

Yarge Logai;, Wil Grady._ and Tom Raburn,

!
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Wi1l Grady oftén bought eal from ne, %004, , };;gﬁpaét;
2"»at one time, a lumber yard .and coel ‘yarde Ce S. Wilngate -
also i:ought coal i‘r‘om me," he ‘waa my sales é-éent.
? It I\have a hob'by at all, I guess you could say it
‘was joining lodges axm soclaties. At ,oneztime and an:;ther
I have belonged to almost everytiing, ™I velonged to the
¢dd Fellm, Seven Stars of Consolidation, Ve B. Fo, "Knights
cf EonOr, Enights Templar, Scottish Rite Masons, ryatic
- Shrine, Urusaders ahd the léasonic Lodge. I was De}%uty .
Grend Master of the; m;isons for twenty years a@d‘ \G‘rand ‘m“a.ter
for four, While I was Grand Hater we built the Masonid Tems
ple at Boloy. That eoast‘ abéut $'25,000.06, and it was come
pleted in 1924, Vie had a membership of 7,500 then, and\
$75,000,00 in the treasury and cur debts Were ZOTCs

¥ I was Inspector Gensral of the Scottish Rite for twenty

yaéi's. B. L, Pandletcn was the Sovereign Grand “Cormsnders



