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James Russell Gray,
Investigator.
April 28, 1938.

( v^-»—< 3 W with William Stuart Webber,
Hartshorne, Oklahoma.

1 I was boVn in Mississ ippi , near Liberty, the county

seat of Affiite Cfounty, September 8 , 1870* iay f a the r , Heisry

Weipfer, was from \Yirgiaia; he died whan I v^ts very young,

so I can ' t t e l l maVsh rabout him, when he was born or **here«

He was k slave u n t i l freed a f t e r bite Civil ' Wsx#

1IJy grandfather'^ so I have been told, came dirsctly.,.

from Africa* He was1, lured into a s a i l i ng mip by f a l se

j, then, the unscrupulous slave traders smuggled him
' • • • . \ • • ' — •

into the Uiiited States and sold him to same planter, ^r

mother Va3'born on the\ Island of iladagasoar8 just off the

eft at ooest of Africa. • She was on hey way to school one

day shea!•• she was twelvel and slave traders seized her} she

was ysold) somewhere on the coast of Maryland* She i s dead
nopj she and father both\are buried in Mississippi. Ifm

certain "just t&ere their graves are, but they lie

outside the city of Sedalia*

I moved to I l l inois with kin and I got my education

there; Danville, you might-py, Ttas my home town* I want
• \



118'
13742. •/

.- 8 -

cthrough high school; then i'attended the ^iiaerican

at Chieaeo fos^-foa^^sdW. \7hon J^gc^ out of

school I wont into the minoBj digging ooal paid well then*

From Danville I went to-Ofcurber, Tejeas, then to

Colorado and back to Texas anrt-finaHyt July 17, 1891, to

Hsrtshoraeu Like eo many other peopJe I worked at Mine

Huniber TWO, in what is now section 19, To^mship 5N, Rango

17S", about two miles north of Hartshorne. I iroî ced there

only a month, though, and then moved into town and went to

Tsork at ?iine Number One again» ;
1

The f i rs t house .1 lived in at Hartshorn© wŝ s a

"eompany" house; number thirty«six in block 131 ^hich ^as
v - • •

a ^hreo-room house built for the miners c»y the Chcotaw,
i

Oklejioma & Gulf Bail3?oe4 Coiaipany, T&ieli conrpany aed control

of the coal mines at Hartahorne* We had rncsce eonvdnience?,

living as we did In a boom mining town, than le ts of tba

people of that day and tirass, i&o lived In the more X

faming conmiunities bf thV~Choctaw Nation. •; I have

t W many people then cooked their food in fireplaces, •
• '

drank creak mter* had to cut their fuel from the nearby
" • •

forests, and in general lived under primitive conditions tor
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the Indian. Territory-was new country* thinly settled- sud

pretty undeveloped.

We Had copkstoves in o^r f i rs t home' tn the Territory

and we had good furniture, plenty of bee? and pork and

o£her foods to oat and coal to burn for fuel, Titios wore

and everyone had a iob and <*>*& noney,

. I was a digger and I "got 6S^ a ton for rd.ne-run ooal,

fJ for screened," or $3.50 a yard if we ?/anted_ it that r/ay»

>'te also ;got ^1*50 for setting double timJvsrs, ei't'isr in our-

roo3!is' or in the entr ies .

We set our own shots, at f i r s t . There wero different

kinds of >pmers for Masting; Single C erid Double C, and

Single F and Double F» This mis a l l black powder, the onlj

differences were in finexiegs or coarseness of grain; Single

F was oo?rss, Double F v.-as finer,- for instance. We didn1^

have fuses,at f i r s t ieither, vo us«d a-home-inade contraption

called a "squib."' We-would jut in our powder for £. shot,

then we made a hole through the di r t to the powder with a

long needle; next cam© the squibj tk'en we'd light the

and run*
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I d i t tn ' t knojSf BO very many Indians*'., I VLidn*t ge t

around much out in\ the country• I knew an .Isdiah judge .,

nsjaed John Perrs/j he was a county judge; I t h i W , here

in Gaines Count v»k.4\a lso knew a man named JooWoklotubbo;

he was the Choqtaw who was k i l l e d about 13915 or \»94 OVBT

some s o r t of J f^ l i t i ea l Quarrel tha t t he Choctaws\had

thamselveo. 4 man named S i l a s Lewis was executed by- the

ChoctaWB f o r -the ki l l ing© Hoklotubbe i»as ^. low h ^ a v y s e t

fe l low; he was dark' wfrth black h a i r and he had a
1 r

appearance, though he was really" a good fellow *and\frie'ndly

when you came to know -him*'

here .when the Government built. JoneB Academy for

the Choctaws, too« I»m.aot siire t«hat y^ar i t wa3-i)utlt but

* *\it was shortly after I came* I'd guess about,1894* first

thare was only one jbuilding9 thcfaigh now ^it i s a regul£

munity by itself« I t was for Indian boys aad I tnink t\iat

the fiiBt superintendent was a man named Sam

Siore weren't any schools at Hartshonne for color*

children, at f i r s t s then Sd«rin Ludlow, v.1io "/

of the C« 0. & G. Mines, had buildings eracted for schools.

A building was erected near where the Hartshorn® . High S c W l
\
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Is nos foi^_the whites to have\church and school and si
1 ' \ n -

had a mnsi:..amojm^ taken, fron the i r pay checks e^ary month
\ T >

to Day for running the schools. \ Colored 'children went to

school in the church building that Ŝ ocefc -3kgA whesre or.r
• \ ; '

brick church is now on 3o>ith Seventh Street. Our teacher

was t.*jr3. '..:. A. Dukao. I think she vWs from Texas*

Then the coal company built a oiacX for us to havo

school, east of the church b^ildir.g, An lot 1, block 143;

that was a o:t 1894. The cofil CQ pany\took out part of We'

of the colored minors to keep tho^scnool going. If I

r r ight , sin£>le nan were tcucod Zfk. and married jjion 5O9I

Our J.reaerit f ur-r^om brick school vias built after

statehood, in 1909• I remeiuber about buyi!)g the land there

on the h i l l on South j'ifth Street for the School, though I'm

not certain just whBn i t vas. I t laust have\beoh in 1908j
that was the yiar of fae î esalQ c'f lands heraj the f i r s t

sala v^as.in I904« The Pirst. State Logislature\ made as our

own trustees, gave the colored txjo^le control or thair ovm.

school and Louia Chriatiaa v̂ aa our f^irst superintendents

in 1903 I (jiilt mining a^d began publishing, a 3f0.wspapar

oaLlcd ^he Voice of the People-1* I b u^\t I t from
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a man named H. A, Guest w^o wanted to go to rtasixlngton and

coniplete h i s law education. The office of the -paper was on

East Ohoctaw Avetiue, at ^oAlester. I t was H weekly, aa
4. * . •

eif^trpagG spread axid had a ciyculfttlon of about five thou-
/

sand* I oraied and edited that xaper for .three years• I had

a hard time w'tli i t , as I badn't had any previous exporlenee

la t.ha p^intias businass .-aad I-didnft,'raak9 as- icuch raok^y out

•are set type by hand a\ d i t was a slow buinsss. jVe had an'

"Ideal" press; floret fries i t got out of order and ws irould

t-ave to take our stuff and fcavs i t printed on the old "Hews"

conr.any's press.' >Vhile I vas operating the * oiee of the

Baorla* the "Hews" bought out the'bhoctaw Capitol " and the

tm ware ccn.so-15dated* under the t i t l e , 7The Mews-Capital;"

I rer.enber one of the nWs items I printed. There had. '

been an Indian election aad the outcome was a doubt, or at

leant ono aido claimed ,th:-t the other !iad v»n unfairly,

rhat iiiist have been about 1903, anyway there was trouble asd

fighting among th© Indians about it» Tfee Goverim ênt at -
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Washington wonted to s tep in long enough to preserve peace

"but tfc''re seemed to be a question as to Whether the United

'States"marshals or the so ld ie rs should be i n dharge,so

Marshal Eackett went with h i s deputies and so did the

In 1904 t sold o : t the paper to -3d McDaniels, a colored

coirtrac£or«. Hi and hi a par tner , Ton Oi'rry, fomiaffed mate r ia l s

to construct the. RoQk Island Railroad east-ward f roza .Vister to

r.eoiphls and wastvrard frQr'u.KcAiester to Ckloho'.ie Ci ty .

I es-sfl- t o Hai leyvi l le t h a t year and put in a res tauran t

and" boarding hou^n? . ,'/whicir '#3 just, aeroaa t he t racks from

'tho coal chute tin the ax. . :mo eas te rn end of Main S t r e e t , I

called i t "fats Twin City-Restaurant ," I t had nine rooms and

most of my customers were r a i l r o a d menj I ran t he place three

years- I charged £5£ for a s ing le afeaX, $l»00 for breakfast

and' supper a .id room and. ^4.00 a week for room and board*

Soie of the* sorkers \?ho were Fa^loyed in tlie roundhouse stayed

with ;"JB air; t h e t ime.

* Xt the time tha t I ran t h i s ror-taurajit I a lso unas

developing and operat ing a coal mine; i t- was in the same

ooction of I'^nji as old Number Tiro Mine, north and east of
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the old shaft. All the land 'In th i s section was allotabl«
/ I " ,

and the coal rights went with the ownership of the land*- At
/ '

. f i rs t I leased the coal fafom Kara. >w C« j-owelJL, but l a t e r o^

I bought the land myself; I own some land out there now. ' '

The mine «ag a slopa* It was rather smallt as compared
I -

with the company mines* d£ the timej i t didnft haye any l i f t e , 1

or entries, and the rooms were turned directly off the slope*

There were eight or ten roonm and my payroll nearly always

carried a dozen names. . I remember some of my'workers? Pa
• • ' • • • ' r . •

Dorsey, Alec Haranoek, Alex Hopper, George Glasson, Ed Shockley,Bill Ca^bj Georgs Chambers^ J . S» King, C* C» Stevenson, B.

F. Stevenson, Phillip 'wood* Green iwatMs.

Sometimes we would brealiinto the -workings of the old

mine Number Two, ' and N|jie wat^-,w^.ld to^Ln out of the '

new mine into the'old one* Ihe cool *was good domestic stuff, -

about four feet high in the veins , v •

The vein of coal sloped south and eas t . We used horses

to hoist the coal out«&? .the mine; there wasnH any railroad

spur out to my mine and we had to haul the 90a! into town

in wagons* A lot of men used to haul coal for me \% ona time
, c

or another{ Joe Hefley, Tom Vaughn, G. W. Craut,

Yarge Logan, Will Gra&y, and Tom Raburn.
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Will Grady often bought coal from me, -too», ,H.a,<jfcad\

at one time, a lumber, yard.and coal yard* C* s . WingatQ

also bought coal from me,' he was my sales agent*

* If irfaave a hobby at a l l , I guess you could say i t

"Ras joining lodges and. societies o At .one time and another

I have belonged to almost everything*""'I belonged to the

Odd Fellows,-Seven Stars of Consolidation, IT* B. F. , iCai^ite

of Honor, Knights Templar, Scottish Rite Masons, Cystic

.Shrine, Crusaders and the ISasonic Lodge. I was Deputy <

Grand I«ia3ter of the E&sons for twenty years and #rand Master

for four* Y?hile,I was Grand Mater we built the Masonic* Tem*

pie at Boley* That coast about $75,000*00, and i t was coi&-

pleted in 19S4* We had a membership of 7,500 then, and\

§75,000.00 in the treasury and our debts were zero*

~ I wae Inspector General of the Scottish Rite for twenty

years, £• L. Pendleton was the sovereign Grand'Commander* •


