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Gamer Gower, Interviewer.

“August 26th, 1937. N p

’

Interview with V. A. Welch, .
Shady Point, Oklahoma.
v - Born August 11, 1866, -
- Van Zandt’County, Texas.
' Father-David .R. Welch
Mother-Sarsh E, Welch

. ¥, A, Welch was boru in Van Zandt County: Teias,
and

on -August 11, 1866//came to the Indian Territory ﬁith

his parentq @hen he was two years of age. The family
settled at the'gla Brazil Stage Station, ir whet is
now Le Flore County, where his father engeged in a
general merchandising business.,

He attended school only eight wrntns in sll His
life. « ,

. R { Lo

As a youth he assisted his fgther in his store.
Tgis_gave him an excellent opportunity to study’ the’
Indien character,{as the prineipsl part of their tgade
was with the Indians. .

Liké all others who hed eccasion to have business

deslings with the Indiens, Mr. Welch says of *em that

4 -

when once their word is given they.féel honor bound to
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carry out the terms of eny trust bestowed upon them; ‘__ . /

IS [

tﬁe spoken word being as b'rding as the most expertly

N

drawn lezal document.
[ +

He recalls that on one occasion, an Indian whosé ,“\

name was Douye le Flore hed an unpeid account at the

¥

)
store of somethIng over eight hundred dollars which -

he finally peid to the last penny.
“In thst period'embracing the late sevénties and

‘tha eighteen eighties, Mr. Welch relates that ‘the
bt&ge\Station (Brazil) was on the Fort Smith and St?ing
Town road and that‘during the terms of the Fe@graikbu;ﬁ
at Fort Smfti vast numbers of people from the interior
'lof tie Cho;taw Hationzgould travel this route, &nd that
. it was a favorite camping ground for travélefé as well -
es being a peiat whére provisions could be bought. He ‘
hag seen 8s magy'as two hund;ed péople assembled there,Q
. some- going and some coming. '

There being no railroad accommodation availabie

ell ffederal prisoners from the interior would be
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brought overland through this point by the Fedéfﬁl

officers and,”es may-well be imsgined, many'ﬁotorious

' -4 . .
characters who were on their way to Fort Smith would ,

be chained togethér and securely locked to a tree

- v

““under which blenkets would be spread for beds, where

™.

under th;\Eétqgful eyes of the officers, th8y would

spend ths nighf. ﬁacks were used for the conveyance

of prisoners.and when the conveyences were fqund to

be inadequate to accommodate all the nriséﬁgzgﬁwhiqh

kad been captured, the .surplus number would be chained

to the rear of the hack and forced to walk, som;times

there being long strings of suéh(surplué prisoners.

All fééred the sort of justice meted bgﬁ by ﬁh;) "

femous Judge Parker, Sometimes, however, the digni- *
i fie@‘cqprt,of Judge Parﬁgr would be outwitted, as 1s_

illgstrated_in the outcome of a charge of murder whicﬁ'

had been lodged against one Captain Reynolds, & very

close friemd of Green McCurtain and of M:, Welch's

~ [
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father, Gaptain Reynolds had been incarcerated at

r3

Fort Smith awaiting trial for the crime. Green
MeCurtain and thg elder %ri Welch secured his re-
lease from prison through habeas corpus proceedings,
after which a trisl before tne Choctew District,pre-
sidedJovery b& Judge Noel Holson, at‘the olg District

~Court House near th; present viilage of Summerfieid,

i fras speedily arranged, which enéed in the acqui&talof
Gaptain Re&nolds, and having oﬁée bee§ placed in:jeop~

\

ardy héféould not aggin be tried fbf the samerotfens§.

. 411 of which ténds to -show that Taw was more a matter
af expediiyc§ then the administrat;on of juéticé.
An old council house hdd once been establiéhed
at a point about two miles southwest of the Stage
Station, but acenunts of the activiti;s'into which T~
it entered'are'not rem;mbered beyondvhe fgct that

it served as s council house at some remote period

and later was converted into s dwelling house.
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It is related thaf‘aﬁouﬁ'ISbS, a white man whose

neme was Runnell, ceme with his family from the state

of Iowa and occupied the old.build ing. 1In the famiiy )

r

were two daughters who were .noted in the community for

their beauty. 4§3ver81 negro families lived in the

or

comnunity then, as they do today., There béing but
few young white men, the daughters fook up with the
negroes, one of them living with a. negro, the'other

boﬁmitted suicide at the home .of Mobile-Boyd.becausa

™.

- his mother, a negro woman, gbjected %o her‘son}Mpbilp;ﬂi

Keeping her.as his wife, ‘ C
.— The Welches, both father and son, hed ever been
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z,ﬁAclossﬂfriends_ofﬂGpéenJMhéurtéin¥and'had*suppoftei
him in all his undertekings end it was wfpp gfeax \'i

consternation tﬂat the younger Mr. Welch received
4 . . \

ah’eighf—page letter from McCurtain in which he

complained in no uncertain terms that it héd come to
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his eurs thet he, W, A. VWelch, while avowing t:ué

P

friendship, had'@t the same time acted traitorously.

A like letter was sent to Captain E, J, Reynolds.
"This occurred soon after Mr. Wdlch had moved from.

the. Brazil Stage Station to the clity of Poteau and

12

' - &
.after the Jones-LockgﬁJacksgn campaign, probably

in 1893. -

o

“Two brothers, Adam and Noel Jumes, Choctaws,

.

were particular friends Sf_both McCurtain 2nd Welth,

They had done all their trading at the Welch store

at the Stagé Station and upon its removel to Poteau

\ .

\

continued to trade at the store. The two brothers

went to Poteéuvwith their wagon to gét a bill of

goods from the qtofe. It wes their custom to spend-

fhé“night gt:the‘qtcre on these occasions as the

disteance was too great to make the!round tiip foom

~ 2

. " ‘their- homes in_one day. Mr. Welch apprised the

f -
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brothers of the receipt and the contents of the .

letter from McCurtain. On the fpollowing morning

when Mr. Welch supposed the brothers would be get-

$ing réhdj to return. to their homes with the goods =
which thejshad purchésed, neichér of them cculd be
found, Mr. Welch could nnt imagine where they hsd

gone without the goods. To his delight they drove

/

in lete at night after.making a trip of more then -

fifty miles to Seuns Bois, whera McCurtain lived at
thst time, where they had gone for the sole purpose

of defending their friend, Mr. Welch, against all )

o ) . R
false accusations which had been the'cause of the

charge of unfaithfulness by Green McCurtain, The

AR T

assurance of these two faithful friends«that the
rumor which Rad inspired the writing of the letters

vas groundless and hal been circulated witﬁ the .
hope of causing disaffection in the ranks of the

-
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progressive. element of which Mclurtein was the leader

wes sufficient to fully restore the close friendship

which had been so nearly destroyed through the circu-

lation of a false rumors Mr. Welch kept this letter

for a number of years but it was desﬁfoyeq‘in a fire

which at the seme time consmngrg/hig‘t"'home. . The partic~ -~ .-

. -

~- ular complaint mude was that an orgenization was be%ng‘

£

(s

formed at that time for the purbose of bringing about
the death of McCurtain because cf his activity in the

~  contest for the office of Principal Chief, whicRhad . . -

e - . ] . _ ’ ‘?
7 Just closed, and thet Mr.. Wglch and CGaptain E, J.

_ Reynolds were members of that organization.

-~ ) s
\

" After spending several years in the mercantile..

N

business at Poteau, he moved his business to Shady %
R / ) ey

¢Point, whers he still conducts ite ~ ~ ,

- %
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