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Field Worker1 a nanie Etta D. Ljason,

This roport made on (dat<ij# Sop*tembar^17, 1937'

1. Kan:e John Ward.

2. Poet off ice Acklr^s.? Chickasb.af Oklahoma.

.̂';o ( r 1 )cn

4. DAT!7! ->¥ 'I-tDi: ' ncr. Day ' Year

5. Place 'M* l-L-rth ' *

6. rasie of Fstl^er 5am \ . - e r d ? l a c o it birf.i

Other i n f o n u l i .f -;l ; .1'

?. Name if » bt.er Leza Tiner .'.ard^^ pi,--^ of
. * « •

Other* informal.i-»:' rib "il r. >V:--r

' otos ->r cnmpletB ri ' i rrnti '" ; by M.» f i^ ld v/jrkr.r doal in^-wit) . the
l i f e aiid s tory of T;!.O t^rr'.n ir.+ orvievjed. fief^r t ' I/mu'al f o r .
iii^ostn.d r,ul)jects and nu^-Pti^n: . " n t in iu rr. blank-eiir-rbs i f

and a t t ach firmly to '..hit- f'.rm. Kunher of sneet.n
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E t t a D . J&bon,
Field "orkor, - ' • •
Septsaobar If; 1937

lnt*crviow with John
Chioka aha,

* f/<y fathor wtta .xim utixd ond my ra

Tinor word,

«% father buil t moot of the bridges mwi v/<

milla in thio part of the courty. tic bu i l t ond opor-

atod tho t o l l bridp'G i<:ro at ^toko mid nluo h/d t'te-

Btogo l ino utotion hero.

no livod nt i»/;fry .Mjpot first , t»n<l then »noved

horo. i-V fnthor"2iod when I won a youn/' nnn, but 1 f/aa

old omw.h to hoi p-o round 'tho otofjo l ino a to U on u i ot

th- b r i % e , ,

erooinbt)!* Gt one +ime ??hor» Ihf. stttft© uoaoh WQQ

,within o mila ox "Ktakfxt cominr: fr m the vvoet, tttot i <̂1©

Youngor ond hie band hold i t up, kil luu the -irivor, robbod

t o imiil socks, took tho bent horses and rodo av/<

x tK^HJaad nun lyin{» In th*. road. ^ •

A fev? hours oftervair<i tho newo o f th< • robbery wniD " ^

reported to nor fa that* and h© and X went i.o th« act;na of

tho trogedy. frty father t^oF"^©""Bo^y*sr~thirTtssril~iiiarnr
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to the stage s t a t ion , but before fths imn could be buried^

l e t t e r had to get the ness to dvt oxnith, .^Kansas, and

as there v/ere no telephones -037 telegraphs^' he lac! to r ide

horseback ther** and hack, hf vms told by the officers a t

I-ort Smith to bury the ins.', on the spot on v;Kijh he WAS

kil.-ed, Tliere wo;= no cemetery at Atoka r:t tliat t i n e ,

father fiied »IK1 * took h i s olace as best I could•

This wa^ s td l i e v/ild i^untry and we peo-jle ho wanted
• - »**

law and oi-de'r hai w r haiida ful l* «

I/jf.n such as Oyx-us KingLury, Allen i.rlght, V7. J .

Haskins, ^HT '̂OM *lfell, ^ifrad ^'rightj "Cyrus; Dyington and

raany other^ were amon^'the rea l builclera pf ^klaho;ra#

ifeskins gained n t i c e by capturing a l iquor plant

in the mountains nef.r Atoka* Thi's VK^,G V ry iraportant

capture beocuse tho plant V7an so large .afid the Jnyn operat-
* *

ing i t ?*ere so inf luent ia l V7ith their- oar, c lass that the

capture nearly en&e3 t'-e makirif; of l iquor ir the laountai^s

* near Atoka* • •

Tasking was al^o "»ead of the PoHce ^cpertsBnt o'f

_; Atoka and d i i more- to enforce the l iquor leva than tiiy



167
0

WARD, JOJIN ' INTERVIEW " • * 7656" " ". •

- 3 - " ,

of the .country. - - —

•The ' f i r s t chureji b e l l ever brought to t h i s country

was one bought by the i&sons and'used i n t h e i r b a l l a t

Bo&sy Depot* The b e l l was shipped t • & nsas City end had # • '

to be hauled in a wa^on from there to £o&-y Depot. Ivy

father furnished the oxen to iifiul'the bell v/ith. I t took,

two yoke of oxen to pan':e'the t r i p . After .the lod -e was

dissolved a t Logry D«.,pot, t V bell , was given tc, an Indian

Baptist Church a t Standing Ko6k« I do no't kn w where the

bell i s .now.

Standing -:ck i s eight miles west of >.toka in

County. •

. There was a ferryboat on the Delaware aiver or

creek where i t runs int i&ggy Creek ai out a rails north
9 *

oi £soggy Depot.

The ferryboat whs operated when the wot^r w?.s low

by poles, -but W'TSJ-J -the" water wos h i /h , we used a cable to

pull the bpat across .

. There «?as ar Indian cerejionial gr-ourd a t HLaek Gum

springs where the Indians-met ior councils and for other
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lade Gum-Springs are located about four mi leg

south of Bogcy Depot, lit -itoka County. There was &lao an

Indian mission called* Biatsk Jack'lJouse. T.'is place i s

. about two miles west of Tushka in Atol^a County.

Nearly a l l ray l i f e haa been spent in -tklahoiaj. I

was a cowboy and helped" to drive cettlV-fo Cold well,

'KansaE^aBd to other shipping po in t s . I drove c a t t l e v/ith

"Bill the Kid" before he became a desperado. I kur.v7 the

Tumbull outlaws, the Dsltons and a>UL the others who

roamed th is country vt that times. I never had any trouble
t

with any of then but htive;befriended them often.
*

I have bei-,n a stockman tud fanasr^too." ^ t one time

i had twenty-one hundred.head of ca t t l e a t nardville-.
• *

* - *

Oklahona hf.»s surel^' had a career lut i t w.r- not

true tbat the Territory was f i l l ed with renegades and out-

laws.* People who set t led here v/ere o otx.d subs tan t ia l -

stock who were jus t trving to be t te r their condition in

a new country' • ' •

• * »


