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Etta D+ Mabon,
Fleild vorker, - : ' .
September 17, 1937 , R

an Intarviow with John vard,
Chickashn, ULklohomn,.

S~

v ~ My fethor wus .em wéxd end my molhar wois Loza
Tinor wayd.
#dy father built mrst of the brldges and weter

mills in this part of the éourty. He built ond opore

‘éﬂtOd the toll bridre ioro at stoke nnd nlsoe hed thae
.ntoge line stetlon hero,

wg lived ot vopgy oepot first and then woved
O

“

here. iy fathor'died whon . wos @& youns mhn, but 1 was

@

ol%i enofe¢h to holp sround ‘tho stama' Irc ogtotion o t at
th. bridge,.

I remombor 6t one *ime whon the astoge voach wog

’

-~

withia a milo of REtoka, comins fr m the west, that t(ole

—aae e

0 Younger ond his 'Q\andrmxld 1t up, killei the Jdriver, robbod

t- o mail aéck.ﬂ, took the best horses snd rude away,leuvinﬁ\ -

-

 UAdead mu lying in the ros;;iﬁ, s
™ 0

-
\‘;aie. F -3 © & o £ [

P v
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4 few hours afterwerd the news of tho robbﬁfy N0 g

-

réported to my father snd he snd 1 went Lo thu scene of

.~

\ s S 3
tho trogedy. My fathor took The boady 6f tho dsadmon -
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e wnn cou#d be buried,

e

to the stape station, but before

Taiher had to get the neds to  gut omith, u/é'mnsas, and
7

-

as there wire no telephones 3/ telégPaphs, he lad %c ride

»

‘horseback thers snd backs ¢ wes told by the officers at

/ O
rort Smith to buyy the ma:. on the spot on vwihich he ws

7~

kilied, There wa: no cerotery at Atoka «* that tine.

"ather died und I took nis nlace &s best I could.

-

“his was stil’ & wild xountry &nd we peo 1e - ho wan ted ‘

13'{1 and order hal our h&hd fu.Ll. ¢
Ien sneh &8 vyrus nghury, Allen wright, W. Jo
Haskins, \-UJ‘:.!‘C;H Ball, :\lfred n’right, “Cyrusfﬁyix;gtnn and .
many otherg were among’ ‘the real builders of vzclahoxa.
Baskins gamed n tice by capturing 8 limzo" plant
in the mountams nesy moka,. This wig.g ¥ Ty mportant B ‘ _ .
capture bencuse ko plmt was so large a;xd the nen opemt-»

<

ing 1t were sc inf‘}.uential wi'th"their- owr. ¢lass that the

4,
*neay istokae’

caplure nearly endel the making of lii;uor ir the mountaivs

Vwlmrs Y
PR

tasking was aldo “esd of the_PoFice wcpsrtmént of

1 Atoka and dii more. tu enforce the liquof le:s thah Ly

—other-ore-—person-ewnreeded with the lew in {7 ic _paxt

’
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,of fhe country. _ ' -
‘I‘hé Pirst church beli e;rer brog;;ht to thié’éountx"y
R was one bou.ght by the lmsons an.d'useq in their b:a;Ll at
ﬁoggy’ Dépc% The bell was shippfed t » KXrnsag City snd had . +

to be houled in & wagoa from there to fog'y Depot. My

father furnished the oxen to heul 'the bell with., It took.

two :rokse of oxen to mate the trip. ifter the 1cd e was

. -

dissolved at Logry Dupot, the bell wﬁs'given to 8n Ih;iian

Baptist Church at Stehdiny koéke 1 do not kn w where the

bell is.now.

L d 4

- -

Standing o~ck 4§ eight miles west of ~toka in

atcoka County. - . .
Therg was & ferryboat on the .lelaware aiver or
= A R . ~ . .
ereek where it . runs int uoggy Creck alout 8 mile north -
o1 soggy Vepots - ‘ L

PN

_ The ferryboat was opersted when the wat.r wes low
by poles, :but w7ey -the wnter .wos hi-h, we used a cable to
pull the boat scrosse ‘

. S, . * . *. l .
. There was ar Indian eereronial grourd et Rack Guum
s . P * . . .

springs where the Indisns met ior councils and for other « -
. . ‘ ' " .[ .
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-Jack Gum-Spriziga are located about four miles

south of togry Déjot.in atoke County. There wa; &186 an
Indien missfon called” Black Jack House. Tris place is
about two miles west of Tushis in Atoka County.
‘ Nearly all my life has,been gpent in- - ldshom:e I
. was & Eowboy and helpedjto driye cattibvfb Culdw;ll,
Kansag,apd to other shipping points. I drove cattle with
"Bill‘tge Kid" before Ae beéama a desperado., I kﬁ:& the
’hlrnbuli ‘outlaws; the Daltons and all the others who
roamed this country st that timg':.i I ne;vez* bad any troutle
with eny of them but ‘hu\re',bt;friénded them often.

I'have been é stockman cud farmer,t00e” «t one time

i{ had twenty-one hundred head of cattle at rardville.

»

Okla:hiome 5%3 sﬁrel& had é career lut it wuo pot
true that fhe Territor& was filled with renegades and out-
laws." Eeééie wh? scttled here were o ~0cg substantial -
gtock vho werc just trving to better their condition in

\

8 new country.
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