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report made on (dates)
i
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•1. " Name

[2. Post Office Address A.
llonir.v.

3. Residence address (or location)

4. DATE OF BIRTH: ' Month Y e a r

5.i_'...P_lace. of b i r th issouri .

5. Name of Father .Tnhn .Atkins.

.Other information about fa ther^
>

7 . Name of Mother ; v ; n r v ;

Place of b i r th l..entuokV.

•Placo of -birth Indiana.

Other information about mother

[otes or complete narrat ive by the fielp. worlcer dealing with the ' l i fe aM
story of the person interviewed. R'o"fqr'"tb Manual for- suggested subjects-
i.nd q.uest"ions. Continue on* blank sheets if necessary a'nd attach firmly to
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Charles KVHoitv
I n t i&at o ' ;
Invent i&at or', •.,. ; /

3ert ,.iatkins fas b

parent's moved" the rext

if'i 'Tarn end liveld

into, the Usu£;e I'at

for.* -nitlt practict

of wheat .u^

jxLenteu 'to. corn w

* • ' . • : • ' ,

- - - 1 . -

the

interview Jith~Bert latkina,
, Oklahoaa.

rn in •I'.iissouri in -1083 snq. his
• • J1, •>

near 31gin, Lansas, .

e for bvjo years'trnd in 1̂ 587̂ . raoved

ion just "south of the hansag line on a

l y

fed)

' rt.v< 1-iiiid,. but "the '}.rairie land

. • Some Q-£..«.the -bot torn -land wa s

-bt'cK to hogs. ' Far::i inij.leraents

ing'p-lowQ tnd Georgia-stock'scoitsisted of s:atl5- turf

and cultivatorr oJE1 the ola J. iru.irip- -style.

There .v/as no school "et the-tane nearer than.Sl^in,

39" -the children qf that neiglihorhood lyent- to -HLgin.to

- ' school .at first. , ibut the second.-year a school was bui l t

: - of soS^ana* logs In the "neighborhood;--.--- • . :" • .

ivt that tiifte $11 ca t t l e that, wera shipped' in, for". " ' \ -

grazing in .the1 jDsageKation were unloaded at Elgin and

• ; driven" do*,n .into the Osage Katioti over a %Tixil or road that

i/Linsf,. farm ana Bert »/a\kiris re.calls the time >•

a thousand longhorn s teers staripfaded near

** V.'.

>' '• »
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their.farm house. The ca t t l e , stampeded ih every direction,"

te.ari.ctg dcmn fences as they v/ent and nine of them were h i l l ed

when t'hey ran over ubig blufif, and i t took' the cowboys two .

or th ree days .to round a l l of the ca/ttle up.

'' TThey did not ."buy flour," but took wheat they raised and

had i t ground or bolted. The nearest ,.iill was at Bart les-

v i l le , operated by Jake 3artles»

The "»<ati:ins fauily noyed frota the LCrthem part of the

Osage IJation to a plao-e four n i l e s north of Gushing ^r.a

ho'^esteaded. -Uliis w&s in the Sac and Fox.country. The Sac
^ _ • •

d FoxN-ndians v*ere friendly and souie of then farmed at -

'that Vine. \ ; r . Wat kins could «not agree with a l l jf the i r
one in • «

customs, he dispiked/part icular; t h i s was the annual, dog

' feast. It was sa ld \ ,he i r choice dish at the fe&nt WLS
' v - • • • • . • • • . • .

On the hp;39stead riorth\jf Jushing the catkins fauiiy • ^

built a t-,.u, roor.i sod house whlciK v/as usea && a duelling for

sevoril ye^ars, then a lo^; Louse vva:-^bui.lt. There «.-as no • •

scuuoi near at f i r s t 'but a log and sou t^ilding. was bui l t

and served for,both school and church.
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The first store building in Gushing was built of-

" sod and Kingsberry-and,McGuffey operated a grocery store

in it . • • . •• • " •

. A man naned Dr. Scott w&s-tLe f i r s t repregeiitative

elected from Payne County;

Bert V/atkir.s'- father died about 1S01 at Gushing and

uert »ioved' to uO--:iny iii j.902;v7here he now res iaes .


