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Fife Davfes
Fjield r/orkei?-

9,"l937

Interview with: r.
Mrs. Anna VJatkins
Sulphur, Oklahoma.

ft-irs. ffatkins v;as born in Pulaski County,

Missouri, February 23, "l370.

She came by t ra in from i!is3ouri to HeoT Fork,,

in September, 1333. She rode in a mail hack "from

Red Fork on to Sapulpa. \ .'
j ^ , y

She cane to Sapulpa jo .help ner siste.r, T.jrs.

Tony intone, who kept a few boarders at-Tony

Antoao's stockade,-v/hi'ih mi;- located tv?o 'and one

lie If blocks northeast of the ITri_sco Depot.

The-stockade r/i*s the home of the (Antones.

Some of their.boarders and roomers were United

States officers looking for outlaws, and none ...̂

of the boarders were toldiers, and others were-..
• > > • <•

outlavfs.

She kne?? the Dalton boys, Bob, l imett and"

•>rant efore they became1 outlaws.

Sometimes lowers stayed at-witone's; they
•r

^ot their logs in the Deep Fork bottom and the
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• logs were loaded, onto the train;, the"tracks.jver'e

'.located west 6f the*freight depots

Jifty soldiers came thro'ugh and atefchear' •

meals ai

laws.

at Mrs. intones \. they-%ere looking-for. out-

I/Irs. Watkins w.is married to James ,'Jatkins

in 133,9. J • •

-Mr.- Watkins dug vz&ter .wells around here.' •

• Me. and Mrs. Watkins lived in a tent when
e

they first ca&e to Sanulpa. They s?rfc lived
> * I V ' * • . • • ' .

in a log,ca^in on James SapulpS'e plo.ce. .°
*" . • • r- ' ' .

In 1893 Mr. Catkins made the "herokee Strip ,.

run, but failed to get a homestead.

• "/hen Mrs.' Watkins first came,to Sapulpa the'. .
Indians raised sofka co#n"i * Indian c©rn, sweet • ".""""

potatoes and peanuts. •- " . .

The Indians at times tradfefd these things to

?:rs. Antone. for oof fee and fJSrr. . • .

• ' The e?rly settlers hare then r?ised- cotton,

born, cane and-oats. The seusons^r/ere better then'
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and crops were unusually good. • ••

' . The people could .go to almost any place and •

get hay; the grass grew from three to three and"

one-half feet in'height. • :/

T&TS. Watkins kne<? a Greek Indî ffiF named John

• Sapulpa. •

• Mr. Watkins used to go out two and three

miles northwest of Sapulpa and kill turjssjz:

and prairie~, chickens, vrtettrB̂ were' plent iful then•

When Mrs. 7/atkins first a W .jbo Sapulpa

there were only two business plac\s-there. One

«?as a blacksmith shop run by George %'ilson and

a grocery.and drygoods store. But this store .

Tliis store v/as- located abo'ut three blocks

•northeast of the freight depot. It was run by.*.

Manuel Blosser and was later sold to H. C. Hall.

The first doctor was Dr. Artmani the second1

doctor was Dr. John Bldridge.

The white settler who lived- closest to
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Mrs. Y/a't kins'when-she . first came was MPap"

or James Watkins who lived seven miles south-

west of Polecat Creek. . •

' Mrs. Watkins remembered an Indian Oourt.

held in Sapulpa. A Creek Freedraan was up. for

trials . f!he' trial was,'1:ield in a one room box

frame house, located between Park and Water

Streets.

Mrs.- Wat-kins-has always lived in Sapulpa

since her arrival here in 1383. • She is now

in business operating a cafe on North Hickory

Street. \


