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1, KName ~ . Lottig¢ Burns Ware,

9. Post Orficc Addruss Cordell, vklahoma,'

\

3, Residence address (or locu.tion) 808 llorth Grant 3treet.

.4, DATE OF RIRTH: Month December =  Day 19  Yeor 1888
5, Place of birth HeiglerLNebrasfca. ;
6, Name pf-TFathor Re A. Burms Plece of birth Birmingham,
' ATebERE.

] Ca . L Y
Other information about father  Farmer--iason

—c

7. Nems of Mothor Sarah.J. Buris Place of birth Iimbo,

Lo . . , N }
Ot.er insormation about mother HouseXeepeT.

» <

—_
2

. A N . -

Jdotes or cumpl.tv narrative by the Tield worker def ling with the 1ifz and
story of the curson interviewsd, RouTer to Manual for sussested subjects
and questinus, Continue on blank*shects if ncces'sary and attach Sivmly o
this forms, Number of sn:ste attached 4 e
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' Ida B. Lankford, ) 7
Field worker; .« ' an—jmterview with

B

/ 6-21-37 - Mrs. Lottie Burns Ware, -
' Cordell, Okxlahoma,

’;’“’;ﬂl’;ﬂgﬁ,ﬂﬂlfcan’féﬂémber the hurry and the excitement of

~pécking’up the wagons and starting for,Oklahoma froﬁ
Heigler, Nebraska, in April, 1893. .e were in three
covered wagons. '

April 189% was -indy, sandy end : typical spring
month as ﬁebrgska, Kensas and Sklahoma know Spfing. On
the third dey on the road we smelled smoke end the sky
got smoky ana hezy. A48 we neared tﬁe tanadian River, N L
we became scareé, for we'cﬁﬁld see a préirie fire and
knew that if the fire jumped the ri#er, we would all
be burned up; 30- we hurfied the horsés:do%q‘into the
vater until the dedger was over. Then we drove on the
rest Of the day, end an the 19th of 552&;, 1893 at sun-

ownri;e stopped our tired, fire-singed norses on our
claim, two miles west @nd & half s mile south of whet .
is mow called ?ill City, on & completely blackened |
prair;é:' ‘‘e were, & quarter of & mile from water,
: a little.stfeaﬁ called ilk Creek.
. The next day ve began digging a dugout

 -large enough for a fireplace in one end, three beds,
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a fable, stove'and boxes thet we had packed household

~~

-goodsydishésiand/tﬁings in.- ue then dug a well for

water; begen plowing and planting 19 raise feed for

the horses, cows, chiekens—=nd pigs which ve were to

buy later. We lived in this dugout for mearly four
years; we hed to ride or drive ten miles to & little
Dbst office, ealled aalem for our mail.

Then'as nev neighbors settled nesr us,

my mother wes appointed postmistress of burns. My -~

father freighted supplies from =l Feno, teking four-

teen days totggke the trip in raziny secsons. There
~ere nO bridges over any of the riie€rs, Indisns
were everywhere. Vhile Father was on one of these

freighting trips, the Indians went on the war-path

up about fifteen miles north on Turkey creek, now

dren. I was six years old. 4 good neighbor, Hr.

Foss. There we were my mother and four small chil-

Leverton came to see about us and warned every one

" .else iR the neighborhood. Hé saw that we had guns

ready and told us to stay in with the doors locked.

ue hid under feather beds. other sat by the window,
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‘ dcctor was twenty-three miles‘away. We drove" thére

guns ready, if the Indians came. ‘Ey father heard about -
the trouble and left his wagong‘with six horses on the

river, and came by stage to Cloud Chief, walked and ram

the twenty-three miles to where he expected to find us

all scalped,our barns burned,end horses and cows stolen.
My mother saw him coming through the tall grass and

thought he was. an Indian,and was ready t6 shoot- »im, when

-

he took off his Hat and waved it at the house hoping we

would see him, Tﬁat ﬁ?s a happy meeting! The Indians
were guieted by soldiers from the”}ort.

‘o ’ Next‘game ourvfirét sorrgy; my three year
0ld baby sis‘be'?w:ags teken §i/ck‘with diphtheria. The -
i
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~

but she-died before mornlngh, " She was burled in the =

™.

new Cordell cemet ery and was_the'first cKild to be
buried there. . Three others, two outlaws, and a

deputy sheriff were the only other graves, The Indians

were not the only dangers. Snakes, big oneég were every-

R P OO

where, . They swallowed prairie dogs, rabblts, alive and

whole. .ne of our bgst horses was bitten three ‘times
.~ o -~

.on the nose by a snake but my father had remedies for

..

things like that g0 tte horse lived. . ~
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One day we we're frightened by a very largeA
k_xérd. of long horned cattle coming toward 'us. dur feed
crop was well up, The men fglks were all gone; we
had no horse to ride, so as fo scare tihem away, ldother
took an c‘>ELd black umbrells, startipg toward them, slowly
opening and shutting it at then;. They stam;;eded in the
‘other direction, and our feed was safe.’ Then my father

built the fence around a hundred and sixty acres. Then, )

in a few years, he built a house. —

< We prospered and a family settled on every

" hundred and sixty acres, My father is now more than

~

eighty, my mother seventy. \They live near 3an Diego, .

Calffornifa Their nemes are R. A..and Sarsh Burns, R

I was five years old'in December"lsgz) when we came here,

>
oA,

__Now, I em a grandmother.

~ *

-~

I started to school about the age of- gseven. - N

Qur achool house was ‘s dugout about 16' X 20'., Mr. J, M.

?

Trmfield taught memy a .b ¢ 's... The ﬁugilngig:gg“gg all

- R \ <
ages, from first graders to grovn men and women., I was as

. near to school as anyone and I walked three miles every
“~
‘day during school term, I nefer missed a day either N
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