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Ida B* Lankford, •
Field'irorker, , ^^^^
6-21-37 —-~-~ j^g^ Lottie Burns"Ware, -

Cordell, Oklahoma.

-I-caiTremember thejtmrry and the excitement of

. packing up the wagons and starting for Oklahoma from

Heigler, Nebraska, in April, 1893. ..e were in three

covered wagons.

April, 189'i>i was rindy, sandy and a typical spring

month as Nebraska, Kansas^ and Oklahoma know Spring. On

the third day on the road we smelled smoke &nu the sky '

got smoky and hazy. As we neared the Canadian Ri-ver,

we became scared, for we could see a prairie fire and

knew that if. the fire jumped the river, we would all

be burned up. 3o we hurried thê  horses down into the

water unt'il the dtrf̂ er was over. Then we drove on the

i ' • ' - " • "~~

I rest-of the day, and an the 19th of April, 1893, at sun-

\ , we stopped our tired, firersinged horses on our

claim, two miles west and a half a mile south of what

is rfbw called Dill City, on a completely blackened

prairie. v l..'e were, a quarter of a mile from water,

a little stream called Klk Creek.

• - The next day we began digging a dugout

large enough for a fireplace in one end, three beds,
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a t a b l e , stove and boxes tha t we had packed household

goodsr dishes end ' th ings i n . .»e then dug.4 well for

water; began plowing and plant ing t© r a i s e feed for

the horses , cows, jshiefeetts^anOrpigs v/hich v.e were "to

buy l a t e r . Tfe^lived in. t h i s dugout for nea r ly four

years ; we hed to r ide or. .drive ten miles to a l i t t l e
*

h ft *•

post office, celled Salem, for our mail.

Then as nev; neighbors settled near us,

my mother was appointed postmistress of Burns. My -

father freighted supplies from zl Peno, taking four-

teen day3 to n^ke the trip in rainy seesons* There

•ere no bridges over any of the ri\e'rs, Indians

were everywhere. 7.1iile Father was on one of these

freighting -trips, the Indians i\ent on the war-path

up about fifteen miles north on Turkey Creek, now

F033. There we were^iny mother and four small chil-

dren. I was six years old. A good neighbor-, Mr.
Leverton, came to see about us and warned every one

• • ' •

-else in the neighborhood. He saw that we had, guns

ready and told us to stay invwith the doors, locked.

Vire-hid under feather beds. Mother sat by the window,
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guns ready, if the Indians came* -My father heard about'-

the trouble and. left his wagons with six horses on the

river, and came by stage to Cloud Chief, v/alked and ran

the twenty-three miles to where he expected to find us

all scalped,our barns burned,and horses and cows stolen.

My mother saw him coming through the tall grass and

• • J •

thought he was, an Indian,and was ready tp shoot-Mm, when

he took off his hat and waved it at the house hoping we

would see him. That w?s a happy meeting! The Indians

were quieted by soldiers from the fort.

• . Next.came our first sorrow, my three yeâ r

old baby sister •T/as taken sick with diphtheria. The _-L

__ doctor was twenty-three miles -away. We drove therev '
but .she died before mornings " 3he was -buried in the --,

new Cordell cemetery and was. the first clfild to be

buried there. ,. Three others, two outlaws, and a

deputy sheriff were the only other graves. The Indians

were not the only dangers. Snakes, big ones'? were every-

where. . They swallowed prairie doge, rabbits,, alive and

whole, une" of our best horses was bitten three .times

• on the nosft by a snake but my father had remedies for

•things like that, 30 the horse lived.^ .
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One day we were frightened by a very large

herd of long horned cattle coming toward us. Our feed

crop was well up/ The men fjrflks were all gone; we

had no horse to ride, so as lo scare them away, Mother

took an old black umbrella, starting toward them, slowly

opening and shutting it at than. They stampeded in the

other direction, and our feed was safe.' Then my father

built the fence around a hundred and sixty acres. Then,

in .a few years, he built, a house, ^ —

We prospered and a family settled on every

hundred and sixty acres, My father is now more than

eighty,' my mother seventy. They live near 3an Diego,

California. Their names are R. A..and Sarah^Burns.

I was five years old'in December^ 1892^when we came here.

Now, I am a grandmother. ' ,

I started to school about the. age of- seven. -

Our school house^ wasNa dugout about 16* X 20' • Mr. J, M,

ArmTield taught me my a <b c *s....The pUB|ls_were__0f all

age3, from first graders to grown men and women* I was as

t near to school as anyone aud I walked three miles every

^ -day jduring school terra, I aever missed a day,p.either ,


