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Field Worker's name ^aWwJJ^J&Ml*.

This report made t>n (date)

1. Name Mrs. Mandy Watson

2. Poet Office Address "Blair, Oklahoma '

3. Residence address (or location) Bast part of Blair .

4. DATE OF BIRTH: Month February Day 23 Year 1656

5. Place of b i r th Southeast Texas ,_

i * "
[6. Name of Father jgathew Sweazea _^ Place of birth Missouri

Other information about father '

7. Name of Mother 'Luoinda McFadAen' & • Plac^, of birth Missouri

Other information about mother ' • >

Notes or complete narrative by the field v^orker dealing with the li
'and story of the person interviewed. Refer to Manual for suggested
subjects and questions. Continue on blank sheets if necessary and ^
attach firmly to this form., dumber of F>; 'itt-'cHe1 • _ .

- • - ' . *
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The Experience of a Pioneer of Oklahoma
. . Mandy Watson

Blair, Oklahoma;,

My husband had' done considerable traveling over the

north and west of Texas. In 1889 we decided to move to

Knox County,"Texas, so we sold, gave away some things

and packed into two covered wagons all our belongings

that were left. Together with the loose stock we got

started on the long journey. It was in November of the-

year^""and a^very dry time indeed. We really suffered

for water, and the stock had to drink from* pools along

the way. We carried water to drink in a keg on the side

of one of the wagons. I had never been used to hard water

or gyp water, as it has since-been named, and one of my

boys and I bedame^very nauseated over the evil tasting

water. After having been on the road more than two weeks

there came a hot dusty day when we had no water in the

jug for even the little people of our family, and stock

and humans suffered together. . $e arrived at Wichita Falls,

and everyone drank his fill. We then prepared to make camp

for a few days and rest up. Nearly everyone we met up with

yms coming into what, is now Oklahoma, but then it was Oreer

County Texas. I asked my husband how he liked that part
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of the country, and he replied, "Just fine; U ie a
• * • - • • * •

"beautiful country, lots of tall grass and land "to be

had for the filing and improving. I am told in the
r ^

sandy~pert—yoUHKiay-jobiein an abundance of soft water
at a very shallow depth." I waa already tired of the

travel and doing without water so I suggested we turn

aside into this part of the world and so here we are,

to this day. My daughter still owns the quarter section

we filed on for our homestead. We crossed at Joan's

Crossing pad my oldeat son and his father drove the loose

stock and a hired man drove one wagon, and I the other.

We doubled up the teams to cross the river, not because -

of quicksand and water at that time of the yenr, but on

account of the deep sand"and heavily loaded wagons. *Ve '

had been three weeks on the road and the stock was tired

and thin as they had only grass to eat on the way. .
i •-- -

I brought ray cook stove, sewing machinef bedsteads,

"chairs and tible; cured meat and lard and enough supplies

4 ye&r. In fact everything that we would need for a
year to eat and wear as well as seed for the new land,

that ie intended to live in. We bought out a clainr»ith

a halfldugout and some* fencing done on it-Tor fifty Cents

' • \ • • ' x \
an acrey paying some cash and trading some\ of our supplies,

9


