.t

Vo'l AGSTTME, JIMLL {4RS.)  INTERVIEW 108}

' » J



\

K | . -8 e S :
: o © pom A~(S—-.i§9) - 407 .
HTOCRABHL, FORM N _
WORKS E{OGRES ADNINISTRATION N .
Indian-Pioneer History Project for Oklahoma e
. : Y ol B
o, . . ‘ i . " a P W’/’
VAN ALSTINE, JIMMIE (MRS.) - INTERVIEW,, = *"ios:gz

~
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4, Name .. Mpsi Timmie Van Alsbine.

-
i

2, POt ortice Address  Elk Clty, uklahoma

3. Residcnce address (o location) 1600 West Broadway.

t, DATE OF BIRTH: Month February - ] Day %0' Year 1E8).

5. Place of birth River Side, Texas. '

6, Name of Father ..Thﬁnmie*ﬁza-dﬁ ' ‘i’iaec of birth

- ‘«a"chermj‘.nfgrma{; ion abouf f‘e:ther S o

7. Neme of Mother  Randy Roach Place ‘of? pirgpTennessee. .
Other iz_zformét ion a‘bout. m.other' ' |

zvo‘tes or compls “ce narrative by the {ield worker-dwaling with the life and v
. story of the’ werhon intervieweds, Refer to Manual for susicsted sub;ccts
ﬁc’f qUEStiofiS, CONTINGS O DILaik Shoets if ncCprdI‘y*-cr-’lér—a%%&mh— firmly to
t"lo forms . NumbeT of shects atbactivd . _Thirteen s
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My parenta are Jimmie and Ran y Roach. They were

? . « ¢ \\ - ;-' e
"z@~w. I came to the Ch ckasaw Nation wit\ my grandfather -

~e

. L

and grandmotherePlemons and -my mother. e?e wers also

¢

two ‘gunts and’ tliree uncles 1n our group. This was ip the

yeér 1887. wa came in covered, wagpns and Grandfather

P

bfought one yoka ‘of oxen. Ha took a lease-on Rush Creek,

v on what was then known as the McDow place, and he farmed .

with the oxen. One day my unele, .Jde Plemons~ had hooked

[

these ‘oxen to “the wagon and ‘startgd to “the fieldﬂ ‘when they -

o 7 - .
... ..ran away and upset the wagon’with him in it.- _ -

3 ..

e

~  Qur post office was.Purce and that was’ where we took . s

N : Qur cnicken;, agég\ and butter to marxet and bouzht our
| supplies. T don't know just’ how many miigs it was, but it =
i : usually took four. days to make the trip. R
' Qur living quarters oonsiapedgor one. 10g room and -a -

two-room dugout. The log room had one door, a half window
(‘ . e o ‘ . . -

i
.
!
A ,f '



di-r‘o\flo:oro The ‘a gout waa just ug down in the _
groun_ and oovered with di 1. e went dbt' dirt stapa 1like
the old atonn oell ra.

We had good ash wopd t burn, 80 Gran father xnade

’1nto whieh % e\‘ats would Eﬁ thrown by {55 t11tin) when

\,

N\

~ There wer \T’ \
tof' grapes an&\piums. -'I'h'ere was one \

-~

grew ‘on large trees,

blus plum, tha
N N .
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but didn't get ripe unt‘l f?ll and were fﬂay rine! -~
I well remember tne first achool that I weae to. I -

had to walk three miles) mJ teacher s name was ‘Anne. Nesberry.

L ]

He went by a 1ittle store and one day some or us girls

2. ; y
Ae1 s

stopped in this store ang these girla WBre nicking out some
! f
\

stockings for themselves. Theae stockings were made with

L

bright stripes that ren crg§§:waysf"They picked theirs and
I started to plek out & pair for myself, énd when I aid, I

fell through a hole in the floor, end I know that I never

/ -

was 8o scared in my life as I was that tima The % wae a

¢ L

man who pulled me out .and’ years later, when we came west

3

——- [ U l

I met this man and he recognized~me and told me thet he

,’ \was the man wno pulled me up‘tnrod“h the Hﬁié—tnfthé 1I00r; gﬁfé

: when 1 was & 1ittle girl‘ S IR S S

We planted corn, cofton and’ oats end nade fine crops. B

; ue lived nere several years, then moved on up Rush Creek to

~ . M ’/

A ,wzthin about eipht miles of Larlow. There we lived 1n a . T

' large boxrroom and a dugaut. Befors we left the othen pla/e,

C Grandfather hai gotten soms milch cows and we owned a pet

.
C o~ >
horse named Brandy,\ kept begging Grandfather to lat me
a /
*1de Brandy, so he let me ride him for the first time, to - ,
- help drive these cows. There was ome cow that keptrJ;aying H/ -

s




herd. I thought 1t wa funny and was laughing, Grandfaethar

. thought the horse was rhnning away and he was hollowing as ,

L]

1oud as he could. S ,* e o -

4

- We lived here ne 1 Marlow and farmeﬁ, and in the meen-
time had accumulated quite a herd of cattle W&en the Chey~
enne and. Arapaho Run was.made Grandfather made the- run and

ot

got & claim bwo and 8 half milas aouth of .014 Hammon. He

than rented ] placa on the, Washita River which had 8 two»room{

4

| half dugout én it, walle up with logs, and c?jered with dirt

. and loga. He then came b(ek.after us. When we left Rush

“Creek we Ieft w:tn tHTes

..Gache Graek my uncle, Willie Plemons, met us with another

V“wagUHSwan&—a~herd of eattle.‘

. Somefef—%keﬂaen—foik~s;ep- oh pallets on,the*g;ound while

Y Fas

caused two or three stampddes on our way, snd we were caught

‘out in a sleet storm one night, when we were camped- away up

, o~
on a high hill, The next forning the cowboys' pellets were

. \ , ‘ . . "
ﬁrozeq stiff and Grandrather wbuldn't let Mother and me

out of the wagon, 80 %e drpve ell day and didn’ % get to stop

L]

and -cook anything to eat until. supper. When we got down om

m

S
,/ ’ Y

" othiers kept witoh. Somstiing cemé through the herd mmd - o

. - . . ' .
X . ‘\ | | ,
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‘wagon; 8o I| then had 8 wagon to dri 0, This wagon, had no '
.brakes but we had an extra horse along, and we tled iv to
the back of my wagon, which proved a great help to me, for
we had to crpss a. canyon, the banks of which were very steep,
and wheﬁ’I‘s arpeq down, the hoﬂses coulen’t pog81bly nola

- the ;agén, byt thle hoxse, tied tr the back, sat down end™ | i

that helped oisl ﬁ\the wég&n.' I guess that was all that

éaVed ma..,u én ijéginuﬁ”bn t%; ther side there sat two -

‘  t'men in a ‘hackl, They had been aﬁchlng me_snd sald they

jusx knew that I would gat mg necf broken. ”hay were strang~
ers to mevphe but in later yaarsbonq,of tirem became my_

- . i L 1 ' ?
. husband. Mbthér\d%ove the chuck wagon, with’g‘spgn of lit- —

;__»_startedgauiﬂhetnnemaha_had the poﬂs and ﬁans in the wagon; o
o \
" and her team started too. She ‘had’ to Tun to. catch up apd

o,

_ Jost one of her shdes. Our cooking veesels; on this trip,

were & black iron Kelile anl o buke oven. 'We WZE}d‘bQil b

potatoes, onions and meat together, and bake s0 dough, or,

*

-baking powder breed, ovok on a opick fire and my! would we © s .
bO ‘
aat! Sometimea wo would have, hdke broud two or three times:

_ We came to our rented ‘place, and let our cattle run
down on the river as averything was froe Range. Rathbone o

,p:’-..\ )
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wés Just across the river from us on the south snd Edwards-

,4\,

ville was west of us two miles and adross the river. It wal
betwaen us ancl Foj\a. Ve llved here about tm-) years. There
wes a uw-mul put in on the river and Grandtather sut logs
and hauled them to the mill and had thm split, and built

'a one-room house, for us, atookade fashioned that is the

3plit logs stood up endways, &nd covereﬂ with alaba ‘which

-
-

was the back side that was 8plit off the 1ogs”"

< - I vas married on ’ahe 7th day of Angust 1898 to Mr.

~

7. Van Aletine, ‘and moved‘to his claim, xhere Ve had a two-‘

B

“‘“‘7nm»ccsgggyood ‘houge o with & nell. It was biullt with bwelve -

———-aa&zpiwtmw—sﬂxlld ram and the sun.would come out.

- 4nch plankd ané than\ the cracka stripped and how it would

e Sol
P

~——

- l

- My grandmdther gava me ‘& little half-gallon churn\,

) ’that: was large at the bottom axzd ama,l at ‘the top. . T went -

- down on the river.and cut some limbe and maée a little churn

R dash and took a piece of boar& and—wh&t%}ecksum 14 to fit ‘

. the chu*n*and with this I aid aid my churning.

{ ’ .
A little laj;en we bought my grandrether'a place and .

"\\

moved over there. I am the mother of - seven children, all
- born on th.’t.e plaoa but one. ‘Hhan we, ‘traded out therk we

:‘moved over to Fosa but dian'y stay there long. untuh\

+
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moved tc A.rkanaaa. We 'moved in a covered wago and did we
#.frav‘el ‘over some rocky roads! My husband got & job in the
mill camps, six or eight miles east of Nunley. Later we
lett the mill camps and went to Mana, Arkenses,| and there -
’.I lost my husband on-the ‘22nd day of October 1912. We
brought nim back to Stafford and buried him in the Murphy > - e
cemetery. Then on March 22, 1913, our little ﬁgiiié“awa;--,.‘.\

& took in washing ta support my children while living at

Mona, and also at Wellington, Texaa, where I movi 4 sgcme-

tims later. %hen my health became bad, Iﬁmoved Clinton

and lived for some:time.. - My mother was living h To-at -

.- q -

Elk city, and she got 1n poor health, ao I came ere and

R e _eESe. '
______took_cang_aLhar__nniiL e diedl March 19, 1930« Both my e

-grandparents also died 1hara in Elk Oity and ars bL.ried nere. :

k3

~ . Istillmakemkcitynwhome.r" . \ : T

ji
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