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7/orker's, name Ethel Mae Yates.

*
This roport made on (da te ) .. April 19

i?. y

Name

t

' Jinmie Van Alatiae.

2. , .Post Oi'l'ics Address 31k

3. R&sidcnce address (or l o c a t i o n ) 1600 West' Broadway.

4. DATE OF BIRTH: 'Month -February - "

5. Place of b i r t h River Side, Texas.

Day 20 Year 1&81

o. Name of Fa the r Xiranie RoaoH 'Place of b i r th

Other informat ion about' father

7. Nasie of Mother R a n d y H o a c h - Place 'of*.fcs

Other information about mother

Soles .or complete narrative by" the. field work€fl?-dealing 'with- the l i fe and
-Story 9%. the" person interviewed, Rofir to Manual,for su^osted subjects
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Yates, Ethel Map <~ Investigator.
Indian Pioneer' History - S-J
April 19, 1938.

. ' , In'terview\with
• • •' Mrs, Jian&e Van

Elk City, Okidhoma.

J4y parents are Jimmie and Randy Roach. They were

" ' . ' ' \ ' '
married.in Tennessee and*came to Texas, in which state, at

• * ' • ' \

Riverside, my father died before I waaVborn.

''*&< >. I came to the Chickaaaw Nation with my grandfather

and.grandmother •Plemona, and• my mother. There were also

'two 8(Unts and th'ree uncles in our group, m i s was .in the

•" year 1887•_ We came in covered, wagons and Grandfather.

' brought one yoke of oxen. He took, a lease on Rush Creek,

on what was then .known as the McDowel place, and he farmed

with the oxen. One day. my uncle, .Jc/e Plemona, Nhe4 hooked

these oxen to. the wagon and st.ar.t̂ d lio^he field,* when they

ran away_and upse,t- the wagon^sith hiia in it. V

- Our post, office was Purcell and that was" where we took

QUT chickens, ê ggs, and*butter to market, and bought.our

supplies.- 1 don*t know juat'how many mJ4fs *̂ w a s» ^^ i* ^

usually took four.days to make the trip.

Our living quarters consisted, of one. log room and a '

two-room dugout. The log room had one door, a half window
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• and. V di-rt floor. The. dusout was just &,ug\down in, the «.

grounfy and covered with. diVt. We went dp^n dirt steps like

those df the old storm cellars..

We\had good ash wopd to burn, so Grandfather made

Grandmother \an ash hopper • out b f a barrel, fie; fixed a'
\ \ " \. '•• \ . \
\amall log at orreL'Bide- aad-a larker-cne opposite, so i t
\ \ • \ - \ t \ "«v

would, tilt, and they would fill if with ashes a M keep them

3t with watBB and. T*en it started to drip, Grandmother*

Id catch the, lye, and when the lye was strong -enough to
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up au egg or would̂  3ingethe feather off the''s^em, i t

was\ strong enough\to maK\̂  soap. , She would take old lef t- . '
T A

over\m&at crackling, and put in this solution, making so

aoap toiwash- our,.clothes with* She cookqd her soap in

iron ke\t%-s in tl^e fire-place, and one morning, when we go

up"> ther^* ^as- a-"large-rat-'-in her J3oap. 2&e\rats were so

bad,.that J;fch%- almost undermined bur dugout. Grandfather

had a»; ingenious contrivance" o-f a barrel.ha3Tf^lT~of"wafer;

- ' into which t\ie\\rats would be thrown by i t s t i l t i n g when

. they got on i^, %nd with thisNheX destroyed lots .of i^ats.

There wer̂ s %&*9 deer and lots 6f quail here whenNwe

firs t came, and lVtkof grapes and^.plums. There was o n e \

kind of plum, a large\ iueplum, "tha^ grew on large trees,



a

VAN ALSTINE; JIMMIE (MRS.) - INTERVIEW.?%- ' • -3.051?

but didn't.get ripe, until fell and we#© t'.'̂y flnet

I well remember the first school that. I we;u to. I

had to Walk three, miles; ray teapher's name was Anna Nesberry,

We went by a little store and one M$ some,of us girls . .
- ' * • • - ' • . ' • ' ' / ' ' * * ' • • ' ' * ' •

stopped in this store and these girls were'picking out some ."

stockings for themselves. Thes9 stockiiigs were made with

bright stripes that ran crp.ss-wa^s., They, picked theirs and

I started to pick out a pair for myself, 4nd when I did, I

fell through a hole in the floor, and I know that I never
, „ • " . . .

was so scared in my life" as 1 ,was that ̂ time, -There wag a

jnan who pulled me out, ,and' years later, when we came west,,

I.met-this Man and he recognized me and tojd me that he

, the man who pulled me \ip "TiSrough* the^hirlg~in thsn
when I was a 'little- girt^-- - ' _,

• . .

.We planted corn, cotton, and oats and made fine crops.

; 5?e lived Here several years, then moved pn up &ush Creek^to,

.within about eight miles of Marlow, There we lived In. a
' * *

'• ' large boxr-room and a dugout. Before we left the other
• • ' . - '•' '

• «. /

Gran'dfather had gotten .some milch cows and we owned a pet

/.horse named Brandy^ I kept begging Grandfather to le,t me*̂

• r.ide'Brandy, so he let me ride him for the first tim'e, tô  /

• help drive these cowa. Ther.e was oxre cow that kept staying

. *
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behind and thia-horse kot mad at her and grabbed her in the

back with his mouth and ran her plumb to the front of the

hard. I thought it was* funny and was laughing, Grandfather

thought, the horae. waa^rjinning away and he wa.s hollowing as ,

•»" 1
loud a s - h e c o u l d . ' , . " ' - ' . .-

• We lived here n e a i Marlow and farmed, and in the m e a n -
t \ '-•• , , .

time had accumulated quite a herd of cattle. ' When the Chey-

enne a»d Arapaho Huh waa made Grandfather made the run and

got a claim two and a half miles south of.old Mammon. He
I ' - *' " ' •• s - -

' then rented a place on the Washita River which had a two-room
. ' , ~ • ' ' " ' 4 '

half dugout 6n it, walled^ up with logs, and covered with dirt

and loga, He then came bkcfc after ua. When we left Rush

Creek we left wT^.TEr^^^ovara^_wagons--aa4-«-berd of eattle.

folk alepi on on the

others kept watch. Something "came toough the herd snd

caused two or. three s'tampddes on our way, and we were caught

out in a sleet storm one Jight, when we were camped-away up

on a high hill. 3fco next morning the cowboya» pallets were

fT02en stiff and orandfathsr wauldnft let Mother and me

out of the waggon-, so we dr >ve all day and didn't ge$" to stop

cook anything to eat until, supper. When we got down ox

Cache,Greek my uncle, Willie Plemons, met us with another
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'wagon, so I then had a wagon to, driie, This wagon, had no

brakes; but we had an extra horse alongr and we tied it to
1 . 9 • >

the back of my wagon, which proved a great help to me, for
: ' • ' •

we had to cJoss a canyon, the banks of which were very steep»
r ..' - •..••.-

and when" I started down, the houses couldn't possibly hold

the wagon, bit thW hoijse, tied to the back, sat down and"*

that helped lo slĉ w the wagon. I guess that was all that

saved ma. Aen I got up^on tAe ither side there sat two -

men in a hack. They had been Watching iae,and said they

jus>t knew that 1 would.get my neck broken.. They were strang-

ers to me thel but in'later yearsi-one^ of tbeui became my/

husband. Mother^d^ove the chuck wagon, with a sp'an of lit- •

out- 223f.

and her team started too- She hac

had the, pois and pans in the^ wagon,

' to run to. catch up and

lost one ol her slides. Our cdokirg vesseia, on this trip,

were a black iron kettle and- a bake oven. 7!G wo£bd boil

potatoes, onions ank meat together, and bake- sour dough, or.

baking powder bread, cook, on a stick fire ao6 myI would we '
to

eatt Sometimes we would have,, bt&fc broad two-or. three times;

We cam© to our rented 'place, and let our cattle run

down on the river wTeverything was.free Range. Bathtrane
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-6- '
t

was just acroaa the riv«r from us ̂dn the south and Edwards^

villa was west of ,us two miles and across the river. It was

between us and.?oJs. We lived here about two years. There

was a aaw-mUl put in on the river and Grandfather out logs

and .hauled them .to the mill and had them split, and built

'a one-TOom house, for us," stockade fashioned, that is the

split logs stood up; endways, and covered withjlabs, which

was the back side .tiiat was split off the login

on the 7th day of August, .1898, to Mr.

moved to his claim, where we had a two#-

— I was married

j. Van .Al8tine, and

>ttonwood 'hou e with a hall. It was built with twelve

inch plank* and then the cracks stripped, and how it would

warp •iih«i'l»r .wmiiifl'rain and the sun, would ootae out.

. gave me a l i t t l e half-gellon, churn,

that was" large at the "boiitoftt and small a t the top. . I went

down on the river.and cut some limbs, andjnatfe a l i t t l e churn

.' " dash and took a piece of board and-wh-i-Uied-»out~a. l id to f i t

: the chu?n?and with this I did a l l my churning. - , '

. A-li t t le la$e*, we bought'ay grandfather's place end .
••"!>«.

moved over there. I am the mother of-seven children, all

born on this place but one; 'men we/traded out there, we

1 moved over to Fosp but didi*»t stay there long, until
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moved to^Arkanoaa. We moved in a covered wogoi and did we

• • '" • - J

.travel 1>ver some rocky roads: My husband got A job in the

mill oampa, six or eight miles east of Nunley. I Later we

left the mill camps and.went to Mena, Arkansas, and there

I lost my husband on the*22nd day of October, 1912. We

brought him back to Stafford and buried him in the Murphy

cemetery. Then on March 22, 1913, our little Nejiiie'aie-dv

£ took in washing to support my children while living at

Mena, and also at Wellington, Texas, where I movedspmei-

time later. When my health became bad, removed to Clinton

and lived for some time. .My mother was living hare-ai— -

Elk City, and she got in poor health, so I came-aere and

hftf until she died. March-19, 1930r j Both my
^ h

.grandparents also died iere in Elk City and are buried h.ereiiri

I s t i l l make"Elk City myj home. T •


