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1. Name +°  Charley Venable. ] .

-2.;- PosF0frice iddrass _ Ghicé:aaha, O_kla_ix_ama.

—— " @ - - (o ——————

3, Residence address (nr lecation) B84 0klah0133 Avenue. '

-

‘4. DATE OF BIRTH: ~Month ~November oy '34 .o 1868,

— s

5., Place cf birth Virginia, o
» 4 ‘, e .
i . . ' . ) a T
6. Name of Father: Mariof: Venable. Place of birth vireinia.
7. . Name of 'HMother Jane Hill. .ﬁlaceavs‘f birth virginia.
i Other information about mother Died at the ‘age_?f 48,

Fathex» diod at the age of &0.

¥

. Notes or complete narrative by the field worker deal ing with the
life and story of the person interviewsd.  Refer to Manual far

. sugzested subjects axd cuestions.  Csulinue on tlank sheets if

L.
&

iy

E.

necassary and. gbsach firmly to this form. Number of sheets
attarked ~ 3 - o
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VENARLE, OHARLEY,  ~ INTDRVIEW. - 10356, .
Jasper Ho Meade =~ .
" Investigator, :

March 25, 1938

+- - Interview with Charley Venable. Co
Chickasha, Oklehoma, '

~

My nane is 0harley Venable. I was’ born November tha
1l4th 1866, in the state of Virginia, seventywtwo years ago. ‘
I came to the Indian Territory August the 7th, 1,90'0.._“

The f&st place I landed was at Cﬁiékasha and Il have -
lived here ever sin::. When I f£irst landed here it w;q.
e very amall plaos, nothing but a mud hole and all’the
_bu'ildinga here were smll woodep‘buildings. _

ch;clmshé was lmo;a\n then ss a cow towhe fhere were ﬂ
lots of ranch ,Iand around Chickasha and lots of cattle.

Chiokasha was said ta have the largest stock fW
in the United States.
__ -  The main water supply came from dug weiié and the
Washita River, The old town well that was used so much’
Q w;as located on North of g?irai: Street between the Chickasha
Flour %411 end the Stephenson & Brown Lumber Compeny. The

Fashtta River was used mostly for stock watering, I have

) ?
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sééﬁ this‘river ao'low that you could jump across
it any where you ﬁﬁhted to. Some as rich farming

land as can be found lies up and domn the Washite
. : e,
Kiver. On account of the location of Ghickasha, g

this town has been called the™Queen of the washita".
In 1900 corn was the crop raised, and’it . was sold for
10¢ a bushel.-

~ Speaking of Chickasha being a mud hole, t-e 100

N

R
block on outh*%rd utfeet under the Karly Hotel; used

e

1

to be our fishing hole. I have caught catfish weighing
two and three pounds in tiat hole. he post office then
was located in a wooden: buildlng, built up on stilts.

We used to tie our horses under thiszbuilding. .

-~

There was plenty of wild game around Chickasha in
. ST ; )
1900 such as deer, turkey, prairie chickens, and almost

anything elseQ&ou:wanted wild,

. ! ~
The Rock Isiand Railread was built through Chickasha

between ;@9; ‘d 1899, This runs North and South, When
the ﬁock Island Railroad shOpB weré built in 1903, the
company tried to dig dbwn past the hard water and get ar-

teaian water, but whan they 4id this, they strueck so much

"
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oil w.d gas, they had to quit.
I. heve lived in Chickesha fér tnirty~eisht years
and have been & railroader the biggest part of this time.

&



