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Lira. Nora Lorrin
Field T.orker
Kerch 10, 1938

interview with Mrs. Catherine 'Shirk v ance,
. iiast end of CevBn^agh s t r ee t , i . l ' e n o , ukla.

Mrs Catherine 'ih5rk .ance was bon in Iowa, November 0, 1861.

Her father, Joseph -hiri^wafl Uora in Lancpstcr County, Pennsylxrenii ,

in 1828 and died in 1912. Her mother, lara'. Gockley ^ J r 1
 ;v;-«s Lorn

in Pewsylvnnia in l^S? -nd ^ d about 190f>, - r s . , Vane scont her

rirlhovod in "acicson County, lema. 'he* net her future huoland/ohn

•:.iiliam Vanee.and married." him iniowe in 1901. ;hey ft rU^ cent to

.Kansas l i ^ l ' nc jn the tovm of ^erin-ton. Her husl «i d v.as a conductor

on the lock Island Railrc-^: when she ma.ried Mm. They cemc to El
• * «

Peno in lvO3. -tor father, who was e r^ncy lender in Towa;% usually

invested hia surplus Cash in tv.no. land, but the f: rm lsnd in rows .

was vsiy hif!h«f".r.t he came to U.Ieno in 1901 to find lnrd for in-

vestment and ,.e bought the fciWUrs. Vance nô s l ives )n and has

continued to l ive on since cowing to El I eno. Her father bougit

the farm from L. G. wattle, wbo previously hod ourchased i t from

i l ia i . -obbs, who had bou^Jtit i t from George Laiube, tiie man who

pre-empted I t in t- e f i r s t place. I t sold the f i r s t ' time for

$4000.00 once for $4800.OOj and Mr. 3hirk p«id -5000.00 for i t .
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: t the same time her f a t h e r bought t h i s f&rm, he purchased
' . the

another one s i x miles southwest of ^1 l<mo* I t i s / sou thea s t

quarter / ject lon 6, TomShtp 11 , R n̂,-̂ e 7, *• -T. r.:. Mrs-, h

father died in 1912 leaving them Very well t o do* Lira, Vance had

tv»-o gigtersT^otte-WfiS de-<.d; the .dead s i s t e r YJSLS t h e mother of f ive

children. Her father*^ property wa • divid.ed.Eoaon^ the three s ' i s t e r s .

Mrs. Vance ;^ot the Oklahoma farms and' s t i l l owns both of them, lien

the Vances raoved onto t h e i r faim i t hr.d a very r$od" frame house, one"

barn ind u very f ine orchard t h a t hsd been put out b̂ r the o r i c i n a l

. ov.ner, 3eorge Lambe. This orchard l a t e r d ied out en V.T* Vance r e -

planted i t ?nd tlie ore! rr-d t ey have now i s the-one which* 2,lr» Vance

planted. . 'Iix re v?as some fencing and qui te a b t t of ^r-.uhd broken,

fter they moved to t h i s f^rm i^r.-. Vance"quft^^iie r c i l ropd business

r-.il deveied h inse l f t o the business of fawning. *% ra i sed whest,

roets -rid stock nmL-had good luck T/hen the Jbugjs d i d n H t a l c e t h i n g s .

Later he I'^de lo t^ of money rn i a ing a l f a l f a , ^ r s . Vance has often

milked six or seven cows a t a t ime, but only when her trusband was

in a "t5rvht and needed estr?* h e l p . They hrve nlwsys put up l o t s

of r.ild p rh i r i e hay. ?>lrs. Vance's ov.n spec ia l a r t of the farming

[ w?3 the r a i s ing of Hhode Is land Red chickens md she h?js been very

i aucce?3<?ful a t i t .
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they f i r s t moved on the faun there were a fetf. p r a i r i e !

dogs in th© pasture but they have died out or'Have been k i l l ed '

out,as there are none there now. There i s a low place on the

northeast par t of t h e i r farm, and the coyotes used to come in

there and hov/1 a t night u n t i l °l ey gave 'vn. Vance .the "creeps

but they never l o s t anything on account of them. They bu'ehered

their own meat, &nd usually ury malted i t but sometimes they put

traded t.

the r:elsc fs L r^ jods S to re . This^atore i s s t i l l here md one of

the f inest in our c i t y . They also tr-sded with LeBrier :/ho not

orily-r-n a s to re but wts connected with the F i r s t National Eenk

the ep.rly days*

wiien. the Yances moved here the c i ty of i j Reno vi s not nuite

a v/ilderneas, but i t was very f a r from bein^ the c i t y i t i s today.

There r,?s some pavin. but i t was rough and raade of brides) there Tsaa

notanch o f " i t . f/-any of the .s t reets th.it a re l ined Kith houses,

modern ana up-to-date nowhere bare or a t l e a s t ^rcss covered. TID

sidewalks were for the most . a r t made of wood and nany of the s t r e e t s

had no.sidewalks of any kind. People had nost .of t e i r picnics ?nd

Fourth of July celebrat ions in what i s nov? Legion I s rk , but fit that

' .R.s called Peaches Park a f t e r i t s founder, TGZP. Peach. Tnere
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•trere no automobiles et that 'iime ana the beat and fanciest rigs

were buggies and carriages pulled by fancy high stepping spirit-

ed horses or ponies. Often the bridles wculd Be ecorated with

red, blue or yellow horse hair tassels, 0 f ten there was#fsncy deco-

rations on.i.e.harness, tome of it in ihe form of nickle plated

medallions. '

ihe Vances drove, a bay horse named Frank to their 1 -xygr and
>

they rlso had a wa^on nd a good supply of fa r aplenanta.

Via, Vance Went to see en Indian encampment on the west side

of tovm; there'was"* very large camp of Ind!*tv?.it was EH in t e r e s t -

ing s ight . ' There weretiany tents ond tecpet s ai.u «11 the Indians,

wore blankets or shawls.-nd the squats carried the i r papooses on

their backs when they-didnU have them in the i r taby baskets . The

squads would put the papooses on t h e i r backs and dran the shawls

or blankets t igh t ly around them, so the papoose vas more or less

comfortably s i t t i n g in a fold of the blanket• Nearly a l l the

Indians were painted, many of the men wearing feathers in t h e i r

hair as well as ' paint of various colors on the i r faces, usually

yellowish red, yellow, blue or sometimes there would be bl«ck

; streams a lso . The men had dfiatit of braiding tb.eir hair in two
braids, letting them hang dotm in front or either side o their

faces, sonetimes they would wrap the.ir braids with cloth, some-
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• times red, black or often i t was jus t white s t r i p s ofa cloth ;

• .usually the; cloth was so d i r ty that you could hardly t e l l the

color if any. • - •

Mr. and Mrs. Yan.ce b u i l t a very large and beautiful^

red brick residence, with a t i l e d roof and a t the north s^de a

:sr'-~e a l s - with a t i l e d roof.' There "are two lar^fi barns and

some smaller buildings. Tie or iginal frane house i s s t i l l

thire and in good condition. The'place rea l ty i s beautiful,

more l ike an es ta te than" awfarm,with' i t s cemer.t drives and.

walks, cedars and shrubbery. ' Her"husband,in hi3 1 t e r l i f e ,

tired from act ive vork, did some money lending but not jnuch e l s e .

He wrsXborn in 1861 and died in February ^ 9 3 7 . I.'rs. Vance never

had any Children of her owi but kept & g i r l v/ith>her for many

years. One of the children of her dead s i s t e r , a r-ephew, l ives

with her now and runs the farm and looks a f t e r £«rs. v>nce« —


