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Y¥ra. Wora Lorrin -
 Field uorker a ,
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-

Interview with Mrs, catherine 3hirk ‘ance,'
. iast end of Cavenwugh 3treet, L1l eno, ukla.

-

Mrs Catherine Shirk ‘ance was borm in Towe, November &, 186! .

.

Her father, Joseph ‘hirk was Lorn in Lanesster County, Pe;;,x,szilv'aniz ’
in le2e arx;i died in 19112. Her mot‘;her, 1ara’. Gockley Shir ,v.'.f«:. Lora -
{n Penrgylvanis in l“ﬁi ~nd iéd about 11906; «.T3., vance soeht hLer
rirlhood in Tackson County, Jovz. ‘he’hzzet ner Tyture hushand ;‘ohn
i‘.il\liam Vance,aﬁd married.' hin in-Iowe in 190l :he::: fir:t.we’nt to'

Kensus living in the town of ..erin "ton. fer huslw @ was a conductor

«

on the 'ock Island Railrcsu when ghe mo.ried hime 'They came’'to El
teno in 1.03. :uer father, vwho wes & money lender 1im Towa, usually
invested his surplus cash in form land, but the £:rm lend in Towa .

WG3 V2YY higﬁmni he 'came to Ll.leno in 1901 to find lard for in-

TTa

vestment and .& bought the forw' lrs. Vance now lives >n and has

contiziued to live on since coining to El ienc. Her father vought

»
.

the farm from L. G. Cubile, who previously had nurchased it from
¥

L‘_lla ie :Obbs, Who haG bousht it from George lambe, tie man who

pre~cnpted 4% in tte first pluce. It s0ld the tirst time for
:‘:‘:4000.00, once for $4800.00, snd Kre 3hirk prid "5000,00 for jt.
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.t the sane time her father bought this fr«rm, he purchased
“ t'

enother one six miles southwest of .1 leno. It 1 s/southenst

’
-\}' . . . > » .
M . . § —

quﬂrter/;féction 6, Township 11, er};e 7, % -Te lle MNrs. ‘vhir'k'sv

" fother died in 1912 leaving them very well to do. krs. Vance had

two 9isterd,one~vwss derd; the .desd sister wess the mother of five

©

children. Her father's prooerty W divid'edxcmzon:; 'Lhc three gisters.

CNrg. ‘.-'anée 20t the Oklshoma fams end still owns both of thcm. hen

the mnces moved onto their famm 4t urd & very ‘,qod frame house, one

barn snd o very fine\ orchard that had been put out by the original

. ouner, ’Jeorge Lambe. This oscherd later died out s.n_ ..r. Yance rc-

-

:)Lanteu it rnd t:ie orelryd L ey Heve now is the-onc ﬂhich r¢ Vance

b,
q{,i hanaac=y AP

planted. . 1h e was some feneing and quite = bit qf cr-und broken.

- fter they movec. tc; this fr,m'k@.zk’ance'quf?‘:}he rcilrosd business
£ déveted himself to the ‘imsf‘ﬁess of faﬁim. He raised whe t
~oats -d stock and-had good luck vhen the bugs didn’t take thim’s.

- Leter he rede lots of moﬂey rrising alfalfe. Mrs. Vance has often

‘milked six Or seven cows at a timé, tut only s*rhen her Tisband was

in o "t4~ht 2nd needed extrs help. They hrve alwsys put up lots
~of =ild ':rhirie hay. Irs. Vance's ovn special 'art of the faming

wm the raisinv of Fhode Island ked .chickens cnd she has been very
Esuccesqful &t 1t. d
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«hen they first noved on the fam there were a fov, prairie' ¢
dogs m the pasture but they have died out or Mnve been killed'
out,as there are none there now. ‘here is a low place on the

northenst part oi‘ their ferm, snd the coyotes uged ta _come in

?

there and howl st night until 4, ey Zave | rv. \/a?ce the "ereeas
but they never lost anything on -~.ccount of tnem. They bu’ chered '
their own meat, and ususlly dry selted it Jut sometimes 1t;'hey out

1t dovm im TYWe. They 4id- this ny_yesrs. "They irsded .ith
L : . ) . e —————
the {elsc's Dchzods Store. This store is still here md one of
| :

the finest in our city. They slso trded with LeBrier +ho not
. T -
on:\.:f}i° n a store but w:s connected with the First ‘ational Eank

~in the esrly dayse.

then the Vances moved here the city of bl Femo w s not ouite
~
) v:i;demess, but it was- very far from being the c;ty it is today.
There ”rs som‘é pavin - bu_t it was rough erd mgde of \h:‘rieks; there wes
not much of ite lany qf the streets thst are 1lined with 1;ouses,

modern anu up~to-date now .ere bare ar ot least ;russ covered. Tie

gidewalks were for the most ,art made of wood und many of the streets

A
?;,

'}md no .sidevalks of any kind. People had rost .of t eir picnice rnd
Fourth of July colebz:ations in uhat is now Legion lark, but F*t “that

iime w=s called Peaches Park after its founder, Sam Peache 'There
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. yere no autamoblies ekt that time and the best and fanciest rigs

were vuggies and carriages pulled vy faney high stepping spirit-

ed horses or ponies. Often the bridlos wculﬁ Be :ecorated with-

red, blue or yellow horse hair tassels, O flen ‘there was .f:mcy deco-
rations on.’.cu,e.hamess, o me of' it in ;t':he form of nickle'pla't';ed :
medallions;' ' _ : ' .

ihe Vances drove = Lay hoise nomed Frank to their 1oy and

they ¢1sc had = wawon nd a good supply f far .u;:l.ements.

L'rse. Vance went to see en Indiun encemmeént on the west side
of tovm; thare was & very large camp of Indjrva, It was wr intereste-
ing sight. * There v:ere%any tents and tecpees ald all the Indmns
wore blankets or shm?ls ‘13 the sguaws carried their ')epooses on

their b&C\S when they didn't huve them in their Laby taskets. The

8quavs would put the papooses on theixr bucks and draw the sharvils
¢ or blankets tlbhtly around than, so the pamose ras more or less
» comfortably sitting jn s fold of the blanket. Nearly all tha

Indians were painted, many of the men wearing feajghers in their
. hair as well as‘ paint of vario{ls colors on their f_aceé, -usually
i yellmsish red yellgw, tlue or sometimes there would be bl~ck

3 sprgaks n]so. The men had ghatit of ‘braiding their hair in two
. braids, J.ett:;x}g them hang down in front or efther side o their

. faces. Sametimes they would wrap their braids with cloth, some=
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. times red, black or often 1t wes just white strips of cloth 3
.ugually the cloth was so0 dirty that you eould hardly ‘$ell the .
" color if any. S \ : : -

¥r. and Xrs. Vence built a. very large and beautiful
red brick residencé . wWitha t{led roof and at 'Ehe noi"'gh s\i‘h\i
% “o .
ST e, als* with a t1led roaf. There are two larze barrs and .

'3

tN

~
RN

.
sone smgller buildings, Tie originel frame house is still

th:re aﬁd 111 good condiﬁon.‘ 'lhe place really 13 beautiful - -

more li'ke an estate then’ a_fam with its Cemer. '} drives @nd

I

valks, ce_dars and shrubbery. ' Her" husband,;n his 1. ter life, re-

-

tired from active work, did some money lending but not much else.

He wrs\born in 1861 and died in Febmary)lg'zﬂ.’ L'Trs.. Vance never
had sany ‘¢hildren 61’ her own but kept & girl with-her for many
years. One of the children of her dead sister, = ~ephew, lives

‘with her now and rums the famm and looks efter hMrs. Vence.




