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Field Worker's name . _Maurice He Apderson,
This report made on (date) . July 28. LQ%'Z."‘ 193 . ‘::e"
1, Name i J; " Be Ventress, ¢

5, Post Offiee-Address penls Valley, Oklahdma,

%, Residence address (or location) ‘North Chexrry. :

4, DATE OF BIRTH: 'Month Oc:tbber Day @ lYear 1872,
5. Place of birth Tennessee . - ' )
N\ : X .
X , ) : .
6, Name of Father We Jo -Ventress. Place of pirth Tennessee.
Other informetion about, father veceased.
7. Name of,Mothér Maxry Koonce. Place of birth Tennessee.
Other information about mother beceased.
. . y s B

lotes or complete narrative by the field worker dealing with the Iifz ‘and
story of the rerson interviewed, Rcfer to Manual for suggested subjects .
and questions, Continue on blank sheeis if necessary and attach firmly to
this form, Number. of sheets attached ; ! )
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" VENTRESS, J. E _INTERVIEW.  8l&3, -

Maurice Anderson,
Field worker, _
July 28, 1937, . " N
'An’1n£§rview with J. % Véntr;sé,
_ North Cherry, Pauls Valley.

1 was bbrn'uctobei 9, 1872. 1 came to the lgdian'
Jjerritory in 1892. My uhclei ‘fom Véntres;, was living at
Paulstvalley, at the time and he ;ae working in the store
for V. J. Grant and he wrote to me snd said that ﬁe woild
get me & job if 1 would come to rauls valley. after 1 was
here a’short time a mr. Paul, who was working for Jaumes
rennie in the post office, quit and 1 took his place., Mr.
Rennie was the postmaster then. 1 had to go to work at five
o'clock in the morning and wouldn't get off until about eight’
in the evening. I was paid $25.00 a month; by mr.'Rennie.

. 4his was a fourth class post office at thav time and ur.

Rennie received so mich on the cancellation of stamps and

$

money orders,

-

we had at that time four Star noutes, one west to
mussey, one to wrin OSprings one to Johnsonville and ons to

0ld venter. ~;

there was a postoffice and -store at a place called

.~ 7

'Hart) this place was located a few miles south¥gf where

-

'S%ratfb:d,.is'now.-
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yhe route that went to Center went by the Hart postoffice -

and mMcGee postoffice.: we didn't have anything but trail

‘'roads in that time, and that was why L would have to work

until about eight o'clock in the evening gs the route carriers

would gét in late end this 'Hail had to be Worked up and sent

=
4

out. ) ’ N

Pauls valley then was a distributing point for the mail
in this par£ of the country, for thirty to forty miles arotind..
then all freight wus shipped into Pauls valley for other
towns,around,.and the'éeople would come and .get it in freight
wagons. | | '

At that time we had no telephone lines and sometime s

men hauling freight would have to stay in Pauls Valley two or

. three days waiting for their things to come in.

3

‘he business men at Pauls valley, 0ld mcGee and Center
had' a telephone line built from rauls valley. to venter by .-

mr. vicGee, and. this end of the line was located at the post

”6§rice. we didn't have a switchboard. 1 took care of this

end of the lins.

.
! ~

If we wanted to call McGee We would Ting 8o many times

RS

and for CGenter 80 many'tfmes.
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+his line was a'great help to Mcéee and Centef’because .
when freight came in for those places, 1 woulq call over the
telephone and let them-krow it was here and in that way it

i

. saved the men from having to stay two or three days waiting
b Y . ¥

_for their things to get here.

the men who carried the mail on these Star Houtes
ﬁould‘us; two wheeled carts or buggies-they used just as
light vehicles as they could, as the roads were very rough
td get over, N |

we had several little towns in that time around in this

shipping aréé, that later were moved to different locations

and their names changed. B Coo

-

Johnsonville was moved a few miles and the name changéd
to Byars. 0ld McGee was moved south about two miles and named

§%£étford, and, this place called hart was moved to Stratford

—

and 0ld.center was moved to aAda, or the.,largest part of it was.

there are still a few houses and a store or two left at{

a — e

Uld Centre. A place called Beef Creek’ was moved west and
% ' .
named maysville. i ¢
¥ - ror several years after L came here Pauls Valley:was,a

~ largé trading ahd ahippiﬁg place. ' People from McGee and

|
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center.would bring ;h?ir cotton té Pauls Valley and ship
it and people from ¥ 1lmore, mussy,éqd beef‘Creak Aid/their
shipping and t;adigg at Pauls valley. ‘(

rauls valley at that time had a nice littl; school
house, but it was a subscription school.

A united States gourt was established at Pauls valley
in 1&§5 and & few years later we taxéd ourselves so much
aplece and started a free school. We had the first free
school in this part of the countfy.

\ ihere was.no church house at rauls valley, vhen 1 first

'‘came here. there was a church house about a mile south of

pauls velley.. oOur first lodges here were the Masonic Lodge

and the ﬁnights of Pythias Lodge. 1 was a member of the
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—knights of Pythias lodge. both lodges held their meetings

in the same Buildingl



