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1. Namo ; J . "E. Ventress. i __________
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Maurice Anderson,
Field worker,
July'28, 1937.

interview with J . ft. Yentress,
North Cherry, Pauls Valley.

l was born uctober 9, 1872. l came to the Indian
<

t e r r i tory in 1892. My uncle, Tom Ventress, was living at

Pauls valley, at the time and he was working in the store

for o. J . Grant and he wrote to me and said that he would

get me a job i f i would come to .fauls valley. After l was

here a short time a MT. Paul, who was working for James

Kennie in the post office, quit and l took his place,. Mr.

Rennie was the postmaster then, i had to go to work at five

o'clock in the morning and wouldn't get off un t i l about eight'

in the evening, l was paid §25.00 a month/- by Mr. Rennie.

This was a fourth class post office _at thai; time and Mr.

Rennie received so much on the cancellation of stamps and

money orders,

,• we had at that time four Star woutes, one west to

lussey, one to «;rin Springs one to Johnsonville and one to
9

old uenter. ,. |

rhere was a postoffice and store a t a place called

iiart! th is place was located a few miles south, of where

Stratford .is now.
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The' route that went to Center went by the Hart pos toff ice '

and MCGee postoffice.* we d idn ' t have anything but t r a i l

roads in that time,,and that was why i would have to work

unti l about eight o'clock in the evening as the route car r ie rs

would get in late and th is "mail had to be worked up and sent
«̂

o u t . ' - ' •
<

Pauls Valley then was a dis tr ibut ing point for the mail

• in this part of the country, for th i r ty to forty'miles around.*

Then a l l freight was shipped in to Pauls valley for other

towns around, .and the people would come and get i t in freight

wagons. •

At that time we had no telephone l ines and sometiufes

men hauling freight would have to stay in Pauls VaLle-y two or

three days waiting for the i r things to come in .

The business men at Pauls valley, Old MCGee ând Center

1 had" a telephone line bui l t from Pauls valley, to oenter by

tar. MCGee, and- this end of the l ine was located a t the post

office. We didn ' t have a switchboard. I took care of th i s
* •

end of the l i n e .
. • ' • ' \

It we wanted to ca l l McGee we would r ing so many times

and for Center so many times.
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This line was a great help to McGee and Center because <.
*

. when freight came in for those places, i would ca l l over the

telephone and l e t them-kxtow i t was here and in that way i t

saved the men from having to stay two or three days waiting
\̂ >

, for their things to get here.

The men who carried the mail on these Star Houtes

would" use two wheeled car ts or buggies-they -used just as

light vehicles as they could, as the roads were very rough

to get over.

m had several' l i t t l e towns in that time around in this

shipping area, that l a t e r were moved -to different locations

and their names changed. . • • . '

Johnson virile was moved a few miles and the name changed

to Byars. Old McGee was moved south about two miles and namei

Stratford, and, th is place called hart was moved to Stratford
MM

and Old.Center was moved to Ada, or the>largest part of i t was.

There are s t i l l a few houses and a store or two lef t a t

Old Centre, A place called Beef Creek'was moved west and
V

named Maysville. t

>Si j«or several years after i came here Pauls Valley was,a

large trading and shipping place. 'People from'McUee and
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Center would bring their cotton to Pauls Valley and ship

it and people from slmore, lussy and Beef Creek did'their

shipping and trading at Pauls valley.

Pauls valley at that time had a nice little school

house, but it was a subscription school.

A united States Court was established at Pauls valley

in 1695 and a few years later we taxed ourselves so much -

apiece and started a free school, we had the first free

school in this part of the country.

\ xhere was.no church house at Pauls valley, when I first

'came here, ihere was a church house about a mile south of

Pauls valley.- Our first lodges here were the Masonic Lodge

and the iinights of Pythias Lodge. 1 was a member of the

s or Pythias lodge, ttoth lodges held their meetings

in the same building". ' • •


