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. Intervie?iy, Johnson H, Hampton,
Uctober 12th, I937.
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Interview with %. A. Vines, & piloneer,
3now, Oklahoma.

Srauary 95 1870 -
Texsas.

s

I vas a small boy when my fathé and mother moved from

-exas end c'me to the Chickasaw llation, Indian Territory.

. Just our family came over. % hed two covered wegons,
one drawn by_ﬁule team and the other by ox tesm. .e had lots

of trouble selecting a place to live. e had heard of the

’
-

2o0d grass and good country in the Chickasaw liation 'so Father

- cecided to move and we did and located near what is now Davis,
. 9

although at that th@e there was no vevis. N,
el In fact the Janta Fe_railread was' just being Luilt and

when we landed at this plaoe‘wé put ur our tent for there

wefe no nouses in the country thet we could rent and ¥ather

went to - ork on the reillroad. .This wes in the year 1887.

"hen we landed in that ;art of the country there were no

N ~

vhite people to ve secn excert those who were working on the

Y
-

railroad.
there were no farms at that time. It was a s00li.cattle

country and full of cattle as there were no fences to be seen
¢ . . 4 .4
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and the couniry wes all open so that the stock ransed any

. .

vhere they wanted to and were not molested by anyone but

nrustlers”at that time. = . S

y
g & " phece
¥ o i

“Then we moved to this country we had some cattle that

we drove through by land to the place wlhiere ve located. IFather

.

worked on the reilroad for uz uhile then'he quit working and

vie rented land from u white man who had merried an Indian

woman, whom % used to cgll the naturalized Indien.

went to fa ming.
=8 ’

_ rtottom lsnd on

>

the .ashit: Aiver was fine atl.that time , and

we naa a rittlemere

g oL L
¢ liveéed.in a log lLouse fofr a oul & vear .and then put

. -
u> a 10x ;ouse made of cotton-wopd

lunber.

(S

€ lived on this
v :
vlace for zbout twenty years,

Nation
e mrid our pre.uit to the Chitkesew fevery yesr.

Nas

It cost
us £.Q0 a yesr but ty

-,

doin- tliis wqg coulu reise all the cattle

e wented and let tL%m run out on th\\range Just the sae as

one .of the citizens of the Jhickasaw kation dig.

~
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‘e had our cotton ginned at a gin owned by = man hamed -

)

.
e

s1 Zoylor whose :in wes run "v .t rover. e had & dam

tuilt on the rifer with a gate so th-t waien he got ready to

run ais 7in he would c¢pen the :ote ond then vhen the watler

-

tesen t¢ run it would turn the big wheel and set the machinery

to .zoing.

* leé a press in which & ..on hac to stay 2nd mess the

-

-

line with his feet and put a little vweler on it so it would

.

stay 1. place, When -the man rot a tale in the ;rress he would
hook e rule to the end of = roge’and then the rmle would 20 |
ztout one hundrec feet from the nress, prulling the rope so
that it would ress the cotfon:‘

It took severzl hours to gin aAba*e of. cctton, but at
tha% time this wess was suificient to gin all the cotton that

nes “rought there for there were 1.0t nany farmers at that time.

»

Al Taylor Fec two gin stends et tinis rlace and several

-
]

years after that there wes a steam enzine vut up et vevis,

* s »
which wes the first steam cin I ¢ver saaw. e used to take

-

our cotton to Davis to have it ginned. ' ‘

“hen we lived neear what is now Davis, there were no g

towns nearer than Gainesville, ‘lexas, about one hundred miles

»

.
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from where we lived. 1 think that every bgdy who-1lived in

-

«”

that part of the country did their treding at Gainesv{iiZ}“%

At that time Ardmore was, just a littie village with one
little store and a post office.

e got our mail at ardamore, which wes the ﬁearest post
oéfice, which was about thirty miles from wlere we 1ivéd.

41l thet country waz open and only a‘few people lived
in T£ere. ‘“here were some Indians who lived in thére.but they
were far apart from one another.

At the time we loceted there, there were lots of niié
Fame deer,xiurkeys; end lots of-fish on the river and the
preirie was full of Lrairié chickens, It wes no txnubie to
get‘a deer or turkey or go dovn ﬁo the rive; end catch all
the fish we wanted‘in_a'little vhile,

Years after we-nad lived there some people came %n and

Tenced an area twenty miles square, tzking in all the good

&

water and the 0ld settlers k. d cowboys i: ride the fences *

dey end night. -ihese new sceitlers were stezlin: cettle from
the cetilemen and fermers and putting them in this pasture
anc they would not let anyone get into ihe pasture to look

Tfor their cettle. They were coing a land office business in

¥
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cattle. They killed séveral.peoplg who went into this pgsfuqu o
\hooking for cattle that had streyed off from their herds aﬁd ’ .
- ” g - . .“ {.::“ .

finally the old gettlers got togetner one nirht and cugathe L

fénce down from one end to the other ana geve these new-comers !

-~

”~

notice to leave enc not to show up there any more. %hese cattle

9

thieves never did come back and never put their Tences up anys -
Fa)

5
<

a4~

.

mnore. . B

~ovay

~

(N

I remember when the liiller boys were roamins that countpjj

théy were big‘cattie men and had plenty.of money and did just .

[
™

" \Lat they wanted to-do. 'ihey viould steal cattle: they would

kill men. It seemed that the law could not handle them for

~

what the& did for the "laws" did not do snythin<T with them)but

"

they got so-bad that finelly something had to be, done. -So, one
da?,ju§t about the timé of_statehood)they.weré arrested for .
killing a man, and the people knowing that fhey had been gef%ing’:
out of the chtéhes of the law‘so long fihally took the law into
tgeir_own hands and went to hda, vhere the i.iller toys were in,

jeil'and got them out’ end hung them in an old bern. I was well

=~ .

acquainted with the’Miller boys. - -

2

Je were not in' the run of¢'€9 But.we went to a drawing '

at Fort Sil)l and m de a draw bub we did not zet any land. “inen
. . . » . P , . N
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we came back'we left  the Chickaséw Nabion anc, ceme to the

v

Choctaw Nation and located desr Nlll er, jugt before state- |

e o » -~

hodd, some time ‘in’ 1904 0T 1905, | e e
} . . W . e

e iie Efougﬁt all of our cattle and mules th&,‘i‘, we- had

~

[

° 4 -

‘raiged with us* e&d‘rént-eu lans {rom en Indian and bulit a”

<

L] !
Loac house and wg llved there until Father and kother both

o
o * . b

&le(. Then we boys left the plac:e and moved out northwest of

- -

Amrlers, where we heve llved eveg, since.,

e
- -I have lived w1th two trlbes of Indlans the Chlckasaws
A} .{{3
# v ¢ [N Q - «

PR

‘ and Jhe C;xoctaws amd I want to 34 that there aTe no finer

i

people anywhe:;e‘\-than these Indiens. They are all my frlends

A «

end I heve hdd no troutle with theém. They are just as

PR -

honest as anyone can te. of gourse, fhey would :i'J’_.ght and
-' ) )f' 4 j , T . ’ 3 -
kil}, oné another but they never othered the white people

v\ ’ () » .

"thet I‘}&x"éy; of and I have lived- emong them ever since I ceme

>
here when I was a small.toy. -
R Cd , - .
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