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D biographical sketeh, .from.. . - - ¢ Sl
R A . a persbnal interview Wi'th oL S G

A X the suhject. ‘ VR P
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Mr. Upton lives seven mllea northeast of Nuskogee,

..y-

Oklahoma, and states he was born near Aurora, Arkansas, ’ _ -

in 1872 coming by covered wagon to Webbers Falls, Indian

e ra o wiyagmn e S S

Territory in 1877' that hlS parents fanned there one year. ’ ~
' With 0x teams and covered Wagons, they left Webbers nalls

and settled near algln Kansas, where they remainec two

years. In 1880 they moved with ‘horse teams and covered

SDGSNUON SOV ————

Wagons back to the Indlan Territory and settle& in'the .
,Greek Hatron some four‘malea north of huskogee, near
tﬁe Leachers Ferry, which crossed the Arkansaa River on

what is now known as the Jim Seward farm.

.

" WMr. Upton knews a great ooal of old pioneer days
’

-~

. “_pertainlng to old roads and trails, ferrles, fords ghd °

.“q rancnes, anavthejltfevand customevo the whltes end—“f/eei‘ s f T

i 1;;Indlans of the Flve Civillzed Tribes, in early days. j,=

.o 3&318 also familiar with early day flnancing in Muskogee,

1. T., and many other thlngs whlch thls 1nterv1ewer hasg ' '/~ )

glven in prev1ous storles by others interviewed and /"
hi's would be only repetltlon. But he &also at various S //
times aad deallngg wity the.OSage,apo4Blackfeev Indians . ’;
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o B 0SAGE INDLANS - . L

The Osages we?e Plains Indlans andfllved in |

-Mwigwams. Like most all Indlans they had their Cniefs. . —
They had 1o permanent location and roamed the plains,

S -

huptlng and flshlng mainly, and pllfegfd for their-~—~'- = »iéanQ:,iLL:;

i

otner foodstuffs. They simply would not work. They,
‘had some of the finest horses in the territory, due
to stealing them from ﬁeople-in Kansag.

< [

The Osages WeTe undera "Tndlanrﬁgeﬁt loceted-at. ..

Pavwhuska, I.-T."This agent tried to look’ after. them. %

M -
He tried to get them to ?arm and settle dovn.end ouit

 gtesling, go to work-and leave the other Indians who

Y

" were farming, particularly the Créeks and Cherckees,

alonéa y )

¢

Thls agent dia hls best for “thert because he. trled ;'

83

" %o Eet them to go to school and ald much to get them

"farmlng tools, etc.. The GOVernmént gave them.at one

¢

~
-

'.tlme, big fine mule teans, new wagoxs ‘and harness s, corn angd .
‘seed 10 plant and each famlly a milch cdow or two. (Whey
ﬁid not know how to care for the mules and they ran

“off, tore_gp the wagons anq-Qarnéss. Pieces of magpnq

. o o SR ‘ ‘ R |
-.2nd harness were scattered ell over the‘prairies. -The .

2 N [ . N ARy
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nules went vild and the cows were eaten by these Osage

‘Indians. They simply would not work. J
& t

They wouﬂd move abouﬁ from place to place by tsking

poles &nd fastenlng them to thelr horses on whlch they

’

would place their tents and personal effects, and drag

-

w~~~tﬁem along on,xhe ground. .They travelea in single file, o

—

like duoks, one right behlnd the other until they pitched .

-
cemp e
The Osages weTe savage lazy and shiftless. They

_ll_slnmly refused to @do anythlng -and were very slqwjlndee< to

teke up the ways of 01v1lizatlon. In fact,\the old Osages
who 11ve todey are far from being civilized 1like the Five

Tribes but, of course, the younger generstions ndve gone
to school and he¥e become useful citizense.

¢ -~

‘What particularly interested kr. Upton about the ’

Oseggs“’hs their method of burial and he- erlalnea 1f an

.-

Osage died, they would set hlm up b851de a stump or tree e

"and in hls lsp they vould place a bowl of soup and place

1

arounﬂ him hls gun, bow and arrow, and sll his eerthly

belongings and then plle Iock all over hlm. If he owned

-
v -

horses, dogs, etc., they would torture the anlmals for es

many oays as the owner was sick ana then kill them. They T

beneved he needea ell hls belonglngs ‘vhen he reached his o

. . P
o
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new Hapny Hunting Ground. o L ' ~ o s ;_;

’s

"The Osages wo T8 blankets amd the ‘women folks adorned Ty

:’themsexves with all klnds of Jewelry and beadSu-
Many of the men wore head gearg of” fecthers ang
. wore a. bresch cloth’ together ‘with ,his blanket. The men

ufolks painted’their faces with powdered clay and.dlfferent

fruits and berries.

Ir. Upton states that if one should visit at Cushing,

Oklahoma, he wéuld soon contact soré of these“Osagés even

B

e e o e e e e e e o e e

today, attired in the same manner as théy were ;1fty years

Or mMOTe 8g0. o S A L
LACK FEET IJDIANS : S

The Black Feet ;ndians were known to kr.(Uoton ﬁﬁ&f i

B

- his parenfs'in Xansas. The Black Feet rere as w1ld and as

N

savage as the ﬁsages, 1f not more so. lne Chlefs wore

. . Tee
S

LR LN

Weathur head gears, moca331ns, buck Skln 1egg1ngs, adorned 4

(

with feathens and beads. They dressec more warmly @d%h hides

- - ~ e -

end furs -then most‘lnﬁians due to the severe winters.;\; -

\~ ‘\

. Their weapons were bow and arrow, ang in some instances old - .
» ~ . . * o ? . "‘\-'
ra L v P ' S~

rifles teken from im igrants end in reigs on pioneers in_ '~ .~
y ) 7 . -

~-small villégesa They lived in wigwamo like fhe'OSoéégrand -
moved and rogmed around from place to place. They were .
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.,' always in skiiéishes with immigrants and oﬁher triﬁés,

.huhtlng and fishing and wheb they could pllfer and

R AL

Id

“particularly the .Cheyennes and the Arapahoes..'; ~)‘

Like the Osages they expected a livelihood from

A

steal.. They secured their @orses from rglds en s@all’ -

. N - Y

“village SEQfléréi ‘Th61peopléfat‘all‘times~wére scared and. .

-

.in fear of the Black Feet, even more so than any other

-

Indiansﬂ

Neny times the inhabitants vould have a pre-

”éﬁﬂanttfon~tﬁe~5iack"Feet~weremgéing;tomxaidwthgir_Yillﬁggwanﬂww

-

. R - . .
and would summon p,'S.,s6ldf§;s who vould be elose on the .

Indiens' heels and prevent their raids; other times the

Inbians neyer showed up.

. In short, their activities were those of barbarians.

.

‘They took great pride in scalping their victims, men,

£

women and chiLgfen;‘ They had great danées'after:the raids

B e S p——

aﬁd_exhibited-thése scelpss They were vgfy‘Supergtitioﬁs
éhd:%ﬁenAa whiféiﬁeédedgéf reﬁ'h?adéd person was scalped,
they_were'a‘bit‘baQRQard.tO'éake'merry for fear of evil
spirits. | |

| ;wfhé boy children«weré taué£€ to bé warriors. At ;

-certaln age these boys would Mave to encounter some wild

animal and,kill hlm.w;th hls bow and argow and when he

4
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'tr;bes. L E P n"f\i..‘ea

o P ,,._,,—w,

had made eertain accompli,shments along thstse 11nes he

.was perxmtted to engege in rai ds an& Wa‘r against o"ther

Y . N R 4 ,
. < . H ’ . P
"
"‘ »
M > 4 -

L;o. Upton says he does not know 1f the Black Feet

(G

t

aver moved in’co Indian Territmry or not\but is of Jche

- oplmon the whlte mex: and other Indxgbns- abou’é killed them '

——ell Outo . -ul,, ) »I' A ' ’ -,! o -

o ‘oear or daer skin *bh,ey would wrap-the dead and put ‘iuth_* > -

.\

__—/G,—v
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The Black Feet buried theid® dead by cons‘z‘.mctmg

platforms of poles hlgh in the forks of a tree., In &
D e R .

“

s m‘m - . ¢

§

him his earthly possessions. He states he has seen lots

of thes° Indians )‘E‘ur ed 'in this manner. ‘He also **s’c‘a’ces, .

LA}

that somet).mes the lmmigran‘ts -and settlers would cllmb

the trees snd n,ezmove the bodles and belonglngs. 1% mght

e
1

be a year before the Black Femt-would come back tha‘t way

6» ” //

and they cgfuld always looate the trees/ J,n/wﬁlch they had

5 n—

[
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# revenge vas sweét t0 them,

piac a- ghelr dead and when they fo/no them gone, it created
'
a great hatred in, thelr hearts toward the whlte nan and

3

and they would start morg

fear into all the settléments, far anci‘npa‘r. _
. : Y i

L : . -
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As bei‘ore stated Mr. Upton could end d1d tell ‘meny

-
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things besides,those relative to- tne Osages gnd the Black

\/

Feet. He ig & reJﬁ pioneer and has suffered many' d&er31ties
but is a true, loyal oklahor:an. He had reared ga;arge family

' and some of his children have been;well eucate. snd at

different tines have held reasonably hlgh places 1n our

affalrs of state. Lr. Uptpn hinself‘is uneduqateo hav1ng

-
I ’ ' o e
R s

' Only attended a three-month subsorlotiﬁn school which T

iCOSt hisﬁparenﬁs gl@SO for the thtee months. -



