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Virgil Coursey . .
Interviewer
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Interview with
• * " . Mrs. W, M. Vandiver

; • Altus, Oklahoma.

On "Christmas iwe, 1888, our family of seven started

from El l i s County, Texas, for Oklahoma. I was fourteen

yeaYs of age and had one brother and three, s i s t e r s . *

There were three wa'gons; ray father walked most of the .

way and drove twelve.head of cattl fe. «e chartered a

car and shipped -nost of otir household goods', corn and'
. .\

.* feed to Vernon^ Texas. - ' - ?

:. - Because of bad weather, traveling was very slov

and it was necessary to lay over, at so-ne points for.

several days at a time. ..<e_ ;£orded'the river.at RoundTimber &nd from that p.lace on to our destination we passed

only some two or three dugduts. »e settled a little

ncr th of Altus, and other settlers eame in quite rapidly.

This was primarily a cattle country at that time

_and this part-of the country'was f̂ree range. Cowboys

often -dropped in at our place about noon and remained ^

for dinner. No one seemed to consider it necessary to

be invited for.a meal, but considered it .proper to drop'
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•in when convenient. •.

Vernon was ouT closest trading-point, and: the '

t r ip there end back sometimes required a week's t ine ,

especially if- there was rain and the r iver w&s "up."

I have crossed the r iver a" number of times when the *~

v/ater^ame up in the wâ oil" bed. When my father hauled
V(heat or other commodities to Yernon, he usually »

arranged to bring back flour and l&rge quantit ies of

groceries'"-so that .It. would not be necessary to make

, t r ips so often.. . -' • ' v

^-.fter stores were bui l t in" x-.ltus he hauled sup-

plies fo.r them, .Iy father often kept s-e-yen or eight

hundred pounds of flour on hand and 'the s-torelT,

xĝ  him when they raji short .-

The lack" of close market f ac i l i t i e s 'w-ss perhaps .

the "one greatest handicap with whfcTr'thTe early -pioneers -

had to* contend, • I rene-riber that one tilie Bru''ce Brad-

dock's rnother was seriousry_il l and needed-ice. a. t r ip

was. made in a buggy to Vernon to secur-e^the ice. I t wes

finally necessary to go to" Wichita Falls for the ice.-

Lt was- kept from melting by wrappingfin heavy woolen

' blankets. '
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The first"year we were here my father raised
- . • ' • •

mostly millet, and had a-good crop.. There were

long ricks of it, and*people from Washita County

came in and bdught.it. The second year he raised

• -some, cottoni He carried"three bales to Wichita '"'-•>-^

* Falls to have it ginned. After that, he raised. , -

wheat quite extensively. We grew sorghum cane and

made our own molasses, My father also made"molasses-

for others practically all Fall. ...

iXiring the Simmer months we and neighbors had • .

' what was known as the Beef Club. i'he m&n would meet '

on a certain day of the week at the home' of one of }
t. i' •

the members. A beef would be ki-lled and divided

r_ among_jthem. 'l'heri^it was decided who was, to furnish

the beef next week. The cuts of beef were also given .'

in rotation among the memters of the Beef Club. J?or

. ' inetancHv if my father got a fore-quarter last" week*, " ~ -

' he would take a-hind quar te r ' th i s week and so on.

There were not many, f l ies 4n the country then,. an.d....

by "hanging the beef on. the north side of^the house i t

would keep fresh for" a week or t&n .days. Indians used

• *
• • •
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••• a similar method of preserving beef. They strung

small pieces of the meatf alcaig wires, hanging on

high poles, f t would be p a r t i a l l y dried by the sun.

we kept milk and bu t t e r cool by se t t ing i t in

a trough of cold water near the- windmill. . The trough

was s6 constructed that-owater entered at*one end and

flowed out at the other, and could not excoe.d a car- -
V

tain level , in this'way there was a constant c i rcu r

lation of water through the^ trough. However i t was \

very unhandy to make t r ips to the windmill every time,

-milk-and butter were needed. ••

, Protracted rae'etings were conducted in the Summer

when there was not 'much work to do. i t was not at a l l

•: uncommon to go t h i r t y miles or more in a wagon^to church.

.. .There were also p icn ics , especially on jiily.4tiu i'amilies

carried'tubs fu l l ' o f ^ood and enjoyed themselves iramense-

iy» -" - " - . - ^

"'• .During the Winter,- parties were In' vogue among tSe

y^ung'peop'le. 1 have gone, ten or .fifteen miles on many

gp k cold night to attend a party.. They were merely little^

'get-'togathers, but-gave us the social-contact so.neces-
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sary.for youngsters. ' * { '•' ['• 1
• ' , • * '

I have been married twice; f i r s t to vT, A. Lane \\ j(. :

' ^ , ' . :' . f \/\

when 1 was e i g h t e e n , and l a t e r t o Air. Vandiver in r l91O» l :

One day when iny baby was q u i t e s m a l l , an e v i l -

l o o k i n g c loud cam? u p . i go.t i n t o the dugout and , _<J->

closed the door and i t began to ra in . Presently the*

door opened and in Walked about a half-dozen Indians

, dripp.ing: wet. They 'said nothing to me and 1 made no

attempt to ta lk with them. An" awful e l ec t r i ca l storm ~ "~

accompanied the rain with t e r r i f i c .pea l s of thunder*

The Indians were afraid of the lightning and each flash,

seemed to send ter ror into the i r hear t s . On a table was -

;in dishpant turned upside down, and high above i t on-

-a shelf was a heavy dish. In some way this dish tipped '

off the shelf and f e l l with a resounding blow on t ie t i n

dishpan. The Indians almost stampeded, -i heard one of"

them muster'something about "God," the ,only words spoken

l?y amy of them.. 1'had no chairs to off^r the Indians.

Finally one of them pulled out a box from the\edge of

the^bed and sat on a corner of i t . Wow that box contain-

ed a l l my best, l inens which, i had just the day before

- - , . J - - : - ' . . - A • - > • • • . . . ^ v .
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laundered and tHere he sai?i dir ty water dripping., from

his clpthes* My box of- clothes had to be laundered

again»

My parents";are dead/now and'are buried in th

il tus Cemetery.


