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% I . ’ *“
//My name is Sam Vann. I now llve on horth Vann Street, -

Vlnlta Oklahoma and get my mail at Gemeral DeliVerys

,/: I wag’ born one mile south of Dave Rowe's old rlace,
/

ir ballne Dlstrid% Cherokee Natlon, Indian Territory, in

the year of 1851, and 1 am 8¢ years olé
. k.

» .
- . My Tather's rname was nufu§‘¢ann. He belonged to Joe

~

Vern, who lived one mile esst of Locust Grove, on Big

§. Saline'Cresk, Saii? ﬁistrict, Cherokee’ Neicion. Joe Vaun -~
married two of Dave}Rowe's-girls, Catherine and Elizeb&th

) B . 514 i )
Rowe.. ° : o ) '

my mother's namdwas Lucy, and she and her eleven

’

Cu‘ldren belonged thonathan ﬂebber, who marrled Nannle

3

nofford. Jonathan uebber wes ;he son of David Webber and

largaret Vern., -

»
p— L
. oA .

- Jonathan wWebberslived pné fourth.mile south of the "
big'épring, now in front of the Elm Grove Cemstery, which
wes estetlished before the CGivil war by Avery Vann, father

of Mergurite webber. .

My parents both were slaves of Avery Venn, and after

¢

his death his slaves were divided up smong his children, and

that is how my father was séparated from his family. He lived

T
i
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ﬁpem shoiﬁly aftér the Cﬁerpkees arrived hefe from Georgia.
David was a poiitip?&n and held a gbod many offices undér ‘
the Cherokee goverrment. His first office, af@er'the war

was Judge of the Northern distriet, which was made up of
saline, 5elaw;re and- Cooweescoowee districts. e held that
four years, and later was_eiected to the lational councilsx‘
end still later he became Aséistant Chief.

Deve Rowe ad a big cattle ranch five milesﬁyest of
Pryor, at the foot of a Sig hill, on thé'south side of the
hill, and he had cgtg}e scattered from his hogg in Saline
district to his ranch west of Grénd’rT§er,“§ digtance of more
ﬁ@aﬁvtwenyy milesf ] B

P

DANIEL wEBSTER Vel

ﬁaniel webster Vann was a Confederate soldie? during
the war, and afternvards married the oldest daughter of Dave
howe, Clarinda, and fell heir to the 0ld ranch place of Dévid‘q!g'
Rowe five miles west of Pr&or. He wenf into the cattle business
'nimselﬁ,.after his marriage and become quite wealthy. He alSo‘
served in the Cherokee council several terﬁs; - :ﬂf
nebb Vann, as he ﬁas known by his néighbérs, bu?lt a fine

rock house at the southeest corner of .the big hill west otnRrygr;'

&
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_mede of the native sand stone, taken from the hill all
around his house. The house will stend as a monument o
him for generations. HKe died and was buried at Fryor.

JOSEIH LYNCH MARTIN -

-

-1 waé well acquainted withlloseph Lynéh Martin,
he'ljved across Grand river from the Jﬁe Vanp rlace, at
Greenbriar; Joéeph Lynch.Martin vas one of a family of
seventeen children, ;nd had fiftaeﬁ cizildren himseif, by

five different-wives. HKe was the laréest slave owner 1

s

knew, end vas a hard master. Aunt juno «hartin, one of
. & . - N
his slaves who died in Vinita a short time ago, had marks

3

on her back where he had %hipped her to her dying day.

Joseph Lynch Martin's five wives were; Julis Lumbard,
-3allie Childers, Lucy Rogers, Caroline Gearrett and Jennie
harlin, end he had children by them all. Ope of them,
. - .

Lucy fogers, was. an Osage, and has grandchildren drawing
Jeage money yet. They _gre'Richard { Jack) Martin, R.lee
wertin, Emory Martin and Nora (Martin )Rogers. . . >

Joseph Lynch wartin had four plantetions up and down -

Grand river, the first at his old home, near Greenbriar;

the next one near the mouth of Rock Creek, where his son

o~ [
.
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Dick Martin lived after the war; the 0ld Hooley Bell

.\\

place on Cabin Creek near the 01d Cabin Creek battle

ground; and the 01d Bill Davis place, near' Ketchum,

bl

where the Contention school house was built before the

o
-

¢ 1

war. , o -

The Contention school house was one of the oldest
Mational schools to be established in this part of the
country. It was under the supervision of the lational

school board at Tahleqush, and continued until long after

\c\ R W e T .<
PSR et ' : -
the YVEI‘Q ‘;_ . s L “ !

Joseph Lynch Martin had a storﬁ at the Contention

-
, -

school house, vhich was run by Brice idair. ' Iie was

considered a-very rich man before the war.

YSES SLAVESIN"WAR - : P

B
- ) » ©

It was early in the 60's when the Northern soldiers

N - . o ~\\\‘ﬁ3
made a drive down through the Indian Territory and set &
by ‘ Vi ’ . éz“ .
the slaves that wanted to go 'free. It wes then Joe Martin

lost every slave he had, as well as many horses and cattle

e s0ld his plantations off after the war, but remained on

o

his 0ld Greenbriar estaﬁe, where he raised a feamily by his

last wife, Jennie HarlggJ\andAQ%edopraﬁiically a poor man, '

b
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His son, Richard L. Martin got the Rock c‘r;.aek
plantation, located a few miles west of Pensecola)
where one of James S. w1l§on'é sons now ljves. Hooley
Bell bought his %014 Battle Cround" pi%’é”é', and later
‘sold it to Fred Chouteau, when the Shawnees camé down

from Kensas. It is now owned by J. M. Carroll, Big

Cabin, route IL.
. : ;

. Bill Lavis, another early day Cherokeee-senator,
bought the old Contention school. house place. le so0ld @&
part of it to the Adventists who located in the neighborhood,

and they built a school and church on the place, which is

still in operation. ' : N\ "
%\\‘\ﬂ MARTIN SLAVES

Wllllam Martin wa@ .que of Joseph Lynch's slaves.

He weas the father of four sons and three daughters as follpws;

Fred, Tobe, Louis and Balley Houston, Betsey, Emma and Rhoda.

They all returned from Kansas.after the war and settled on

¢

Grand river, southeast of Vinita. ~Only three, out of 13 born,
L4

~

are now living, They were born after the war and are living
et Vinita,

I (Sa;n Vann) only have three ghildren living out of eleven

(,/»- .

born; they are; Lias, Bruce'and Nolan, all of Vinita,0klahoma.



7

MASON AND DIXON LINE

One thing the colored folks learmieG , when they went
to Kgnsés was whers the Mason and Dixon line was locabed.
e crossed it thre? miles squth of GhetOpaJRuLuand for'the
‘northern part of the Indian.Territory, it would be the
boundﬁ% line between hkansas and Oklahoma.

Most all the slaves returned‘after the war and ?ﬁen
allotment came we Qere given'an equal.allétment with the

’

£gherokees.
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