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Interview with ) - ,
-~ Frank Valliere ‘ //
Rff2, Baxter Springs, Kansas :

OLD QUAPAW DAYS.

4

il o

My-father, Semuel G. Valliers,of Indian and French
deacent: was born in Mississippi in 1833. I was i:orn

in Cherokee County,Kenses, on Dry Creek, July 25, 1853.
Father moved on this side of the river in 1872. He

diedb at tﬁe age of ninety-two, from the bite of a abi;
der. I had three own brothers and one sister., I gti

have a half-siater, Mrs, Rosa Lane,liviﬁg in Tulsa

#hen the Quapaws of Mississippi decided to sell out
there and locate in the Indian Territory, theéy made the
trip on horseback and: in;w?gons with their babies strapped
-to~bo’a,i-da";- The Quepaws at Pine quft,Arkansas’ ,aid not
like their surroundings so ﬂthp/yﬁll fc;‘qéted in the now
north part of Ottawa.County aﬁd in that‘ strip of southern - /
NKanaaa'originally‘incl.u 4 in §he Cherokee 'r,reatyf. This . | //

- 3

strip is three miles/wide and sixtesn miles long across . ~

the north end of the Quapaw Netion. The North line run-’
: . .. ) L / ’ M
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ning east and west would be where the J. M. Gooper  —

store is in Baxter, My father was interpreter for the

"Quapaws end sometimes acted for the Osages, as their
a

A

langusge is similar.
EARLY DIFFICULTIES

P
o

After the Quapaws settled hgre, 16 was.ha?d for .
them to make a llving or exist as théy were no% ale.- -
lowed to sell anything that %he# ﬁight raise or hav;.
I have seen them haul & load of wood to Bé;ter, and
keep it covered with a wagon sheet to keep the agent
- fram finding’it ont.' This was the principal reason
"that the Quapaws left theif reservation and wgnt to live
“ with fﬁe friendly Osages. My father was one of the thir-
ty Quapaws to reﬁain in the Qnapéﬁ reservation. With
‘most of our people gonme, it was natural that this would
be’écveted-by the whites and the cattlemen, While I had
only three months achooling at the Osags Miésion School

aeventy'miles northwest of‘here, i have given a large

o part of nw'time and have glways done the ‘best that I cOQld '

for the tribe. I speﬁt six months (the winbers) 0t

sevennyaara in Washington, De Co, 1in our 1nteresta and
trying to do what was thought peat foroéur_people.

1
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This was Tram 1888 to, and,indluding, the winté& of '

1893, paying 330 lO to go and the s§me amount to come

~l W

home each time. my fars waa paid fram tribal funds,

but of ‘course I had expensea that I bore myself. Mr, '

Abrams was with me the graater part of the time but

I ssnt Him home to help ‘me as Jwe neeued some “one ‘at

7

th;a end., I st;ll have a cOpy of’ the Red Book of Trege-

. ties -y in this msntiéﬁa that we were

*

-

s

to have a cere

tain number of wagons, guns, implements etc. I lost

much when.my father's papers burned with our house.

We also lost the family Bible and other thlngs, 30 I

do»not have anything except what I remember.

. PONCAS.. o
v.’ ¢ -
~ Of course with 80 many of our tribe

”~

v e

B

gone, it look-

ed like a good- place ;0 settle the Poncas. They ceme -

;'\

here with their agent and expected to st&y here. Thefr‘

chief Uoseph 7as white- agd intelligent.

They lived in

L}

tentSsnear the tlmber at Blue Springs, and the last year

S

had ¢. a crogﬁbr six hundred .and fOrty acres south of

s

the atate line on this sidé of the river.

Y

the_Fall, gnd the ngpaws,got the cIrop.

They left in~.~

I wrote to Washe

»
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1ngtoh and’ kept working to get tﬁam sent out of our'

_country and I didn't lmow whether I wbulé‘be killeq
for it ?r not. One day their anent "and an?ther man

~

ceme to my house and told me I had to stop working to
got them sent away, I reached”up over the doox’ and
got my éun and told them to leave and to léave the
country and th;t pall they were moved:; ‘ .
Their method. of burying is differéﬁt; " Whet is
. now known as the Abrams Hill was their cematefy. They
bury their dead sitting in.an upright positioﬁ. The
bodies weie’ther; on top of the ground and no care was
beiﬂg taken of the place and the bones were being des-
troyed when ir. Zs;aﬁs, who had been adopted intoc the tribe,
asked the council for permission to settle on the hill,

3

Thia,was gfﬁen'and the bones were taken and buried.
Aﬁfﬁms ask;d us to help h%m_make 1ogé’§§;;ty foet leggL/,;?
| for his house. I think it took between seventy~fivé and
"one hundred loga. He came here from Fulton,Kansas,end
had been & friend to us befo;e he came., Often sbme’of )
us would go %o his houge and talk with him,
While tﬁe Indians were farmihg, they ate at what

you woula call 'a commissary and no matter where they

~
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vmere in the field when the signal sounded to ?at, you
. v ) ‘ A
would see the man or boy stick a stalk in his belt and
. |

“ , .
teke a direct line for the eating place. unce they had
' A . i ’

~

a dance while here. It was called a Warrior Dgnce.

7’

There wds an oak log pole in thecenter end to lthis were

fasteneditugs ét the end .of rOpeL. Theﬁ'the sk\n in the

back ¢f the men was cut snd the tug was run under the

ékin.. If,in the man's tu:ging he‘broke‘the tug, he was

then a wa‘rior.

After, the Poncas found fhat they éould not seecure
lan@s here the'Government,Athrough tha ;gent, moved them
on wést to \their present location.'}Late% they tried to
settle the Nes Perces Qere also Eut;they ﬁeré pﬁ%y here

fpemithe spiing till.rall when theg were moved. My next’

L : :
trouble was with the white intruders. They were coming
: .

in and staking off the land and settling on our lands.
I wrote to Washington and'@as ingtrumental in getting the

.Government to send the soldiexrs heLe’ﬁo move them off,.

Most of them went when they were told by thé soldiers to

&

| move, but there was one man who wouldn't leave. He went

4 3 ,
on staking off the land and ploughing, but the soldiers
. AN Y

I ' . '

| e e,
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- ,qud him off. The. soldiers wer?’Pere about two years .
d\were quartered on.Hun:;;:;ﬁ;;;I:_izf%;-fb just north

50 lﬁnnys;de School. Thera was ;ever‘a fort \on the :

= Ab Hill.It wes’the burying ground of the|

1t.\i8| true fﬁat‘it was cailedf?onea'ﬂill,,gu

reason only. Co A

" . BETJRN OF THE QUAPAWS

There was a ¢lause in our tfeag& that when @ur lands
2 ‘

- : i

& ‘ . |
-have egn vacated Bo long they will regprn tP th% Govern=-

ment, Bnd this I thlnk was one thing %hyt enbouraged the

)

‘whites tx settle among us, and this wag the reasoﬁ that

. I |
. the Pongag and the Nez FPerces were brgught here.

!

' }
- 1874,and \h&d been living between Tulsg dﬁd Sperry.
:yegrs latbr|the Osage\ reguested that thngquaws be \sent
. AT BT
bome. Latflex| on,at one\tim@, it looked as!if they wer

going to stay away and ié would lose our ﬁgnds. With

Abrams and Bome -other little help we had a survey of th

our own expensé. Then we, went to the Osage ountry and
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" Reservation end\these were settled in vsrious parts of

~. _

their ;gnd; S ‘6f it was onthe prairie and part was

to.esch s neer an equal division of -

'tfmﬁer,~thua givi
lend as possible. en ve had thie, our own allotment

mede, we took the map to Washington and finally auoeed-
ed in getting the Government to consept to what we had '

A o

done and to accept 1t @s a_permanent sllotment.. This

was finally completed in 1904 and this is how the Qua-
paws ceme to allot themselves,

One little incident I might mention here. One ddy-

;n 1892 on the street~dixWaspington;‘ﬁwé-méé suddenly
" appeared before me, and told me that they would give
me & ﬁillibn doilars.if I would lay down end quit work-
ing to save the.Qpapaw‘lands. I réfused,s&ying that I
‘ wés.fighting for our homes end they disappeared very

aﬁfuptiy. I hardly think that they meant what they

said. They wanted the lands, end I was only an Indian.

4

I-also advised the Osages to leavs their $9,000, 000.00
intact and not. to inide &nd spend it. They have wanted‘

to adopt me but I have remeined a Guapew.

&
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. Inour allotment, we reserved 160 acres fgf\sehgg&\\x\N;:‘-~“w“—
- N A ~

‘fburposes about a ?}le east of Quapaw and on this the

Sisteré started a school in 1874, The Sisters were' o

given the buildings. My wife taught three yoars at the ...

Mission when we had from aevenyybfive o éne hundred

pupils, and I was cook. They Were allowed $1000.00 per

yearlfromltheétribal funds. There was a. false petition
E"‘“cir~ulated, which was supposed to be to get funds to = > . .

continue seho;l but it rezlly was to stop it. The Schpol '

o

was closed 1n 1888 and 1889 but then I was able to
I //-—_——_

fo
ed and it continued till 1896 I\recelv-

‘ ed an order from Washingfon to sell the buildings.

.At this time Peter Clebber was Chief and he was advised

fo

" by Abrems and Griffin. Mr. Hartle& at B&xtef‘was the
euctioneer and we sold everything, from the'knmves'and
forks up. 'The asuction lasdted sevqul days. Hartley
\ during the sale picked up & strew ;;nlbw.and punched 1351
4 o .
ngand the puyers,'thinkigg they gerefobth§r pillows,

bid from .75 to $1.Q0 ghiece. The buildings weze slso o

sold. John Holt bought 'one, and Jke Bingham bought one.

3 ¥
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There were the schoolhouse, six buildings including the resi-

FaY

_ dences, and a blacksmith shop. I stgyed on the grounds t1ill
o r . .

the last building was regoved and the ground cleareds The #
~ & -

land was sold to Apple and Goodner for $75)ooo.o‘o.. ‘

N
/ N I

’
' GAME :
Iad hd .

FaY

I ]\.ilced‘ to bunt and havé killed the esgle, hawk, buffallo,q
elk andqdé;r as welf as the turkey, prairie ch;c;en,'etp.
I remember éhe goodffimé‘we had a% the’spring,ﬁaé% of Peéria
vhen the Chief wes Joe Lane. He called %ﬁ; men together and’

told them to take guns and’get lots of meat. We hunted Fridsy

and cooked allgnight; Thenﬁwe put big wegon sheets on the £
’ground and all gather;qaround and ate, Sunday night‘wé had

a stomp dance,}I was big man because I killed deer and brougﬁt-‘
.. 1t ip back 6f~§y saddle. I wes also able to get the

eecegd deer., | | g ..

)

" DANCES

ie atill have stomp dances occasionally. They had ome _

/
last nightes Usually same member /of the tribe furnishes the
: Y .cli“l ,{ ® o
food. In the Ghost Dance, they sing all day and _dance all

night and this following day kill a calf or hog end have &

’ ]
. : ®
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_feaat”gnd eat the 'pei;ote bean. This is kiliing lots of .,
them, for they-est from three to six .of them, They should
be chéweq very alowly'a;ld not so meny-eaten, These
beaﬁs are as large as; a fig and there is & fuzzy white
piacg An the middle of Mthen'x. They éaste like ~é Jbeen,

£

In .T-\;ly we have a four day gathering or pow-wow,. e

" hdve plenty of bee’f and good thi;ig; to eat and have five
tables. Anyone, but negroes)are allowed t:o come to the
table‘ to eat’ aﬁd if you love the Indien you will eat
from all the tables. They have ‘games through the day,
such as ball games, cornstalk shooting, etc., and they
-dence at night. NMost of the Qua;;aws are Catholies, and.
much: of our religion of old and have

accepted theirs and in this way our feas ost much

- A%,

of -their meaning. The In?ian’a cree.d 18, no cursing and

N

be good till you dis, r We still.sprinkle fine tobscco at
funerals, : :

FOODS.

B

The meats were dried at first, as was the pumpkin

and the dry Beans., I like ten.day breed. First you
‘- N . v
boil t'he corn and then you have a piece of wood with & .

- .
o o
L, 2
N . - o £t Bl w ) [ -
T A Ve -~
—— v '//,
e e -
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flat end and round end, with this you pound" the g@rn.
Then you sift it and pound it again till it is fine. *
Then wifh éhiq you mix kidney beans; using the bean
hull acid for soda. Then you bake this, and it will

be hard, but if you soak it in water it gets soft and

“oen be kept 80 long that it is called ten-day bread. ,

r v

At first we gakeé,our bread on sticks over the fire,

b
. then in ovens and had our first stove in 1869. Bows

* were from two to six feet long and I think hedge makes

the best ones, and I prefer the dogwood for arrows. P

~

HOME LIFE. I

- 1 was thirty-five years old vhen I married,

—

though31 had to leave once to keep from being ! married.

- Qne day I went to see my aunt who was viaiting us end
& T

here who was dregg%d & and

aun

had the part of.hefihair painted red and m
me that that wes the girl that I wes to er'ry. I _ T
didn't want to get married them so I went out and got

on.my'hdiéé'and went to Baxter and sta&eé two weeks

_before I came back. It mede the folks angry but I

didn't want to get married.
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I married Alice Dardeene [in 1888, iie had two children,

épent what I had, to cyre his illness., My wife died in

1904,




