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Field Worker's name Maurice R. Anderson. ' .

This report made on (date) Jemiary 13.

1. Name Mr. J« T. Turner

2. Post Office Address Pauls Valley,• Oklahoma. *•

3. ^Besidence address (or 1 teat ion pouth Pine

4. DATE OF BIRTH: MonthJuly Day 86

5. Place cf birth

6.

7.

Yearl868

Name of^Fathefack^m IHirner

Name »f Moth^aiaabeth 'iurner

Place of

0thex information about "mother

JPlace of birth^ennessee

deoeased.

N<5tes or complete narrative by the field worker dealing with the
life and story of tho person interviewed. 3-tefer to Manual f>r
suggested cubjeats and questions* Continue (on blank sheets if
np<Jessary and attach firmly.to this formv .Number of-sheets ^
A
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Maurice R, Anderson "
' Investigator

January 18, 1938,
h

Interview with J. -̂. Turner
Pauls Valley, ©klahoma*

I was born in 1868 in Texas and came from that s t a te to tBe
V '

- • A

Indian Territory in 1894 in a covered wagon. I had>to ford Red

River, as there were no bridges only ferry ftoats. I t cost,$1.00

for a wagon and team and money was hard to" -jet in that ^ay and

time, so I forded the river to save that $1.00«

.1 settled on & small farm at a place called Elk in the

Chickasaw Nation. Later Elk was changed to Poolville. I rented

a small fram from Jim Eaves- there were no la r |e farms then in

cultivation. What farming was done, was oh small farms along

some creek.

There were several large .cattle ranoh.es- Jim Saves, the man

I rented landAfrom, was a large ca t t l s ov/ner and Bill Washingtonfs

ranch was located southwest from Poolville,*
There was.

I*locatedytnere

small schoolhouse and church house at Elk when
* *

and i t cost $1.00 a month for each child sent to

''school.

The only t̂ bces we haf to pay was $5,00 a year to the ̂ Chickasaw

Government to .live in the Indian Territory,
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Meat was something I d idn*t ht.ve t o buy in those days

as there-were p len ty of turkey end de%r and t h e r e were hogs

tha t ran wild and d i d n H belong t o anyone.

People I n those days tri.ed to help one another . I t

was very easy t o s t a r t in farming as you d i d n ' t have t o

have the kind of plow too l s used today. My f i r s t crop was

made with a one-horse turning plow and a Georgia stock which

I used t o plow both my cot'tbn and corn* I made nea r ly a

bale of ..cotton to .the ac re and finev 'corn. Then farmers d i d n f t

t r y t o get r i ch farming, ths"y only t r i a d t o make a l i v i n g Jby

* *

raising nearly everything they could to live on. Corn and

cotton were cheap at that-time." «fter the cotton was ginned

- " *
' • -. . ..*

and "hauled to Gainesville we only receive1! about $25.00 a

bale and eorn was only worth from 12g to 15??. a bushel.

we only had Federal l-iw ttan and Federal Court was held

at Ardmore when I f i r s t settled-in the Indian Territory•~~~~

I farmed in that part of the country for several years,

then moved to Pauls Valley v.her© I now l ive.

x • • • • '


