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Sora feorrln,
Investigator* •
October SO, 1937.

Xsterrlew with Laura Maud (BearAorff) ^illay,
°> v^.El Reno, Oklahoma.

Horn August 31, 1881.
Jbther»William P* Deardorff,

Mothar-Calegta (Allard) Deardorff.

Mrs* IAura Maud DeapdorffJPilley was born in

Jackson County , Kansas, about half way between

Circloville and Soldier* These two towns were about

six,miles apart and her parents owned a farm about

half way -between them* She was bom August 31, 1881*
/ -' Her father, wiiiieaa"?« BearSoyff, «as Sorn ia Xaa*

sas and wrs • Tilley doeB not know of his being in any
• / • '

other/ s ta te unt i l he came to Oklahoma* He died in 1917

at the age of f i f ty-nine * Her mother, Oaleata Allard

Deardorff, was born in I l l i n o i s April 9 , 1856, and died

in 193£'. she l i red in I l l i n o i s u n t i l she was f i f t e e n

and' then her folka moved to Kansas oad there Bhe met

and married Mr* Deardorff• They ware married November

20, 1879, There were ten children in the family s f i ve

boys and f ive g i r l s f ' and Mrs* T i l l e y i s the oldaat child*
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Her father came to /Oklahoma in the Fall of

1889 and purchased a ^©linquishiaent four miles

straight south of*Banner. Banner was not there

8t that time/ I t was a corner section'and i t was •

the northwo&t quarter,"'at the cross roads. They

built the i r house on/the southwest corner "of the i r

farm, so Liat you had to go four mi'es south of

Banner a/d a quarter of a mile west to get to the

house.

Mr. Pear'dorff was ready to move Ms
/

family1 he, together with several other men who were

e toning'from Jackson County, Tansas, chartered some

dejrs in *hich to bring the i r stock end household

koods. .It was much cheaper that way. In the party
f ' • • . • - •

that cme with fc'r. Deardorff, were Mr. W. E* - .

IFryberger, ijonan AHard, the l a t e Bob Fry, and;Mr.

.Thomas Bell who i s also deed. When they got here

there wea no-depot in SH JReno and no stock pens -

in which to >ut the i r stock. They had to build- ,

temporary pens before they could unload the i r horses,

•catt le and other stock.
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, Fryberger used to help Mrs. TiTley'e father

threshing machine, in Kansas, before they came

to Oklahoma, when" the threshing machines were sti"*!

run by horse power.

V,hen-the Deardrofi1 family arrived by t r a in , a

wash tub hod to serve as a depot. There was nothing

to step down on.and the tra." men turned a wash tub

upside down for them to step down on, from the t r a in .

- °n the i r faxjn soutj o ' maaer they had cue o"

.the verv few frame houses' in that neighborhood »t

t sa t time. I t hod fmwx^rooias, two down s t a i r s end
(two up . s t a i r s . Their bern was dug out of the a t̂de

^ :

'/of a h i l l and was roofed with boards. I t was large

enough to shelxe^ three or fbu->* houses and they had

ff teaai. Ther^vwas a wei 1 of good water and for fuel

they burned wood. They obtained the wood in the

.Caddo country. Severa"* of the ipen in the neignbo3>.

hood vroul d gef together «L th three or four teams end

wagons ^nd men to' drive^theni' and they -would a1! %ga" to

the Caddo country to get the i r wood which usually
*

took them about two days.
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TShen thdy shipped theitf\houoehol& goods from

*'annas, a< lo t of canned fruit ', 'potatoes &nd\apples*.

• \ •
were shipped' aTong with <jjheir other stuff and every

' / • • ' • ' " • • ' J
F€#>1 es long agythey needed i t the i r people
wo'uld'send theia^xe " r twel^s barrels of apples-anti-

L
as no fru

^ frui t to t i4e them over-as there was no f ru i t

here s t that time to amount to anything. Among the

-stock they brought- were a teafiV a couple of cows and •
. •» '•

some,chickens* > • . ' . ' ^

There were no section l ines v i s i b l e ; , a t that

time,--"you just drove across the country. I t ^es ^ "\£ .

nothing to see prair ie ' f i r e s . You could see them

at e distance, *any night. There were a number of' .

buffalo wallows in the Deardorff pasture.

In 1891,Mr. Peaxctorff planted ; i s sScond vrheat
-" * '

crop, and i t ^ee so high and lush and- green that he

-,-v?g3 very proud>f i -W—^sy-^i^ey-said that ho uee4

htq watch it/when the •wind ^oul d ^way i t back-and '

forth, a. ^swell -stand" and then in May there camera

te r r i f i c hailstorm â ad iwiped the wheat al'T out; nothlmg
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iat wa& one winter when, several

sent-help to the Deardorff

faad5y. , -

•L.eure Maud Dear'dorT attended a school

was a ruerter of a mile tfrom their house on the

south side of the road. I t was called Union

Center. There was a small frame building there

at that time. There fs,amuch larger building '

there now but the schoo1 sti1!! retains the name

of. UnlBn Center. Iffhen- they went anywhere they eithe'r

rode in a ltmb€r wagon or walked* • I t was twelve

raises to El Reno-, where they didgno.st of their,

trading and Banner ..was not, in exis-ta&ee-when- they

first came, but later i t was t^ere,-hot as Banner*

but as- "Cereal". ' ' . ' ~ • •

There was a storer and pos^offici^fwo^

iof their c1 Him
*

"fflfckrun by h mall named

-This ttface was caUed "Liberty". Tliey got their ineil

at Liberty and also did ŝ me of their'trading at -that

l i t t l e s to re /The place i s no logger in existence.
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At thetfeirae, a Mr. Jbawson carried the mail

with a "horse and buggy. His route was from El <

Reno to l i be r ty , Thurston and Mustang.
r

- They plonted en orchard on thei r farm and

succeeded in raising grapes, apples, peaches,

cherries end pnums. They'raised a garden every'

year raising potatoes and other vegetables* They

a1 so he'd "milk anc eggs end butter^s?id a*1 trays had home

cure* meats* - '*,-'* ,

"The Dear'dorff family never caine into contact- with

the Indians enough to amount to anythi .p and the onfy

Indian scar« ,the.y ever had was a charivari* A young.-

couple of .the neighborhood got married end there was a

"•ot of shooting- and noise mede and some of the neighbors

who did nr>t uader'stiand about the rough and rowdy custom

•jrhir that i t viva the;.Iadi as- oa' tha «?sr ^pstiu- Ml

I l ey ' s fo^ks .V^Q '̂.'what i t was, hence were, not
* • * * *

"'. There.,•were a good many quai"! .and rabbits^but not
much else in the way of game around their neighborhood, .
• . *** *

•" ̂ orae fish but njt on-abun-dance. Thev used to have a *
""" . v" '

....-̂  diiiner. bell thet they..u.s.ed_tq jc§1 l_..the wen in •__from

' • field to dinner. r



166

. TILLS* ,• LA01U. MAUD, BEARD08FF. INTEKVtET. 9006.

- 7 - .
• * •

t

There was e lovely grove about two raises north

« » of their place K D before* there were any churches or

school houses, i t wcs used as e p^ece to ho"1 d Church

/and Sunday school and also picnics . • They.put e "'ot

. of benches under the trees for people to si't on." I t

"~ was a Union Sunday• School end env denomination o u l d

and did, use i t . Later the Sundfcy Schools ond dhurches
6were'held vin the various school buildings aroond over-

tr.e country. The echoes Vfou'cl give programs -.hat

Vere usua'i^y- pretty W l attended* , •

There was a'man in that neighborhood named John

D. "Smith, who iiad o e of thoae early dey Edison

phonogr^phiB,- that used tube records instead of the

diafts. i phonograph was a ra r i ty the\ and ¥,r. Smith

oftenT^teased Vvs*' Ti1 iey by p^syinp th-e-record ttLe1?s.

All Gro bow» t-> ?^audfs Atid Have A Jubilee*. "He knew

that Vrs« Ti'?l-ey*s..nar1e^t¥asJ'eud; i t annoyed his.owa

yife more then I t did -rrs*. Til ley but he wou-\d >lay

i t about everytime^ she'was in hearing distance.

young •fo1)c^JwoaI4.-gajtkejLAn_cj!a«fifi.J.o_Ji8ve

'f-
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their gocftl times aud would fcare with each bthel*. waat-

ever of pleasure they could* There waa very l i t t l e

of t)iis business of couples going off by thernpeives.

I t was in crowds thet .they had thei r fun.

Laura V.aud Deardorff wa^. carried from her fa ther ' s

d. ,r»he knew t*--T husban* four years before she

mnrried hiii. He had an uncle in their neig.it'orh o-d,-

«;nd/~. husband,,'5i5r. Frank J. TJ-^T^y,' caiue fr'^ii Columbus,

Ohio, to try for s . t i 'sre when the Klovra^and £o anche .

country opened by lo t te ry in 1901, !'e cemr, however, in

1900. He found vorV with th- fenners* around •-here. •'

• f-or ir*j* 'or v r . Deardorfi ateMie;, that i s ' h , ^

Laura :&ud'met him. v r . Fre.n Tilley ^as' successful

in the drawing, getting,number<t>24 and ho fiTec' on-a-
• * • * » " • - - .

" * • ' v / *

• fern one and a half Riles §5-uth enc tr-mi]le:e.o§t of

Gotebo. ' ' '- • • ' '

.e stayed on his fsr;. in the winter wor^'ing on the

section ,oi' the Hook Island Vta»i7road ranning through

Gotebo, *lm the sUrsuer..t^ae, <he -woû d coi5e' back ,to his
A

unc"t8r8*h"We'

4
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and then .on November 20th, 1904, which w-s the s i lver

wedding anniversary of f.'rs. TPley^s parents, Laura

MaudiDeardorff and Frank J. ' Tilley were Harried and

she v?ent - i th hi,ra-vto-their farm near Cotebo end they

lived on i t one- year. They moved to Gotebo ani Mved

^ a year «and then they sol d the ci.aim and moved to a

, piece of school land *that was located five end e
* tr *.

# . - »

ou r te r r i l en south 8n . a nVe east of Banner and

ikey iitovefi to i t in 10G7. Thsrs v;^s .c s^a^l thrss roorr.

box house on the sfehoo1 land, a sraa^ frame bern,a we.T1

«n-: a cave. I*r was a/*so feoped. H » children *iere a1!

b^rn on th is school "land far* . ' She h*d a t r i p l e

-. experience at pioneering as her arents were O^ehoma

pioneers: she helced Jier husband tri.th his eteim at
e .

t ' - , - j . —' •-*

Gotebo anx the school ")Bn6 they raoved to constituted

another jot of tho ?r.ine nature* .

They le f t their farm in 1915 fend cene to El
« •

Her husband then worked in the" oi'i f ields botlTat

Covington and at Tuisa. * He helped the Tate Fred

fr>r
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Railroad painted houses ar.d did carpenter work; in

he did anything tha t canie to iiand. ;/•. T i ^ e y

nd in J\iTy of-19^4. *

The oxC"i r e l i c 1 'rs . .# J^
5ey />««. l e f t l ' r ^ the e s r iy

d«- y3 ii> Q chest of dr^iwern, iaade of so^id walnut, t h e t

was handed duwit f r ra hf»r Grand o ther ^ 1 a r d ; ' i f » f i f t y

old or . o r e . ^
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