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i a n Gassaway,
Interviewer,
August 17, 1937.

An Interview with Mr, Charlie Tingley,
Anadarko, Oklahoma.

Mr. Tingley has l ived and traded among the

Indians ever since 1893. He now l ives at 314 East

Main Street , Anadarko.

I came to Oklahoma in 1893 and traded with the

Indians when they used Elks teeth for money. I have

also seen them in the i r peyote feasts*

I remember the Indians used to piay ba^l with

s t icks . I t was played l ike ahinney. Each side

fighting for the possession of the ba"n • Lots of

times they would fight so hard for the ba"n that

they would break each others arms or legs and some-

times would even k i n a player.

They used to hare Tots of horse races. They

were always big gamblers and horse racing was just one
of gambling,

of their many ways/ Sometimes there would be as

many as f i f ty horses entered in a race and the f i r s t

nose out won the race. There were lo t s of times
\
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-* fights ^jfsr these races and some even resulted in de th.

I used to wonder how the Indians were never cau ;,ht

in -. flood. 1 have heard theu: tulk . out tr.e tine

when t.\e .>ashit • .dver botton \<ac flooded fro:a t..e h i l l s

-• north ofĵ jov.n to t^e hixis south, a valley A" ^everal

miles in width, of ?rhic..i nnadarico is n^\; -JL'Oonz t.i.e center.

,. I /new t-x-'t the Indians always cr...iped m ]ov;_lands near

streansiso r.cndered v.̂ y they were never ca ^ht if. a flood.

Once, while taliiru^ to some Indians, throu;> -n interpre-

ter, I asked tner.i v/̂ y i t was, .nd they told me that they

watched the snakes nd cr-^epi.",^ t. i::'*,s a.-. v:hen tney

be^an to erv.v.l to h'.'gher ground, they Knew that they

must move too. They have "always bee., observers of

nature. Jheir worship in olden times was *.ature wor-

ship, • \

2he beadwork or tr.e Pony Indians contains i asonic
i

emblems. I have never learned where these er.iblems

ori -inated wit.i them. The Kiowa Indians use a lot
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of beads. Their work i s almost always s o l i d .

The Comanches also use l o t s of beads, though

possibly not as many as the Kiowas. The Kiowa-?

Ajaaches do very T i t t l e beadwork, almost none a t

a"P • The Geronimo.-Apaches use a l o t .

When'there i s to be an h e i r in a home, a t

the e a r l i e s t i n d i c a t i o n s , the women begin to

make a beaded baby c r a d l e . By the time the

baby a r r i ve s the cradle i s ready for u s e . In the

olden- times the baby wes always ca r r i ed on i t s

mather 's back i n one of these c r a d l e s .

The Tonkawas once captured e Mexican ^ho was

, sueh a l i a r t ha t they couldn*t be l ieve anything

he sa id . They ce l l ed him John Liar* He was known

a l l over the country by t h a t name. Because he was

such a Tier they traded him to the Caddos for f ive

gallons of whisky t h a t the Caddos had got ten a t

Lewton.
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