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Fit Id Workerf~ nnni> . Anna R. Barry. '

TMc !'• ;>Qtf, made on (d i t t ) " February 11, 1958. L 1 9 5 _ A

Lydia BoUcheele Toniokins ^ ,

: o: * O.-r j^ov.\cld:'.jB.-J El Reno. Oklahoma.

3. iu-sid-nco oddr;Lr (or loc->> ion)^ 685 South Hadden Street .

4. DATE OF RH-LIK: -Lov;th December ' Day 16 Year 1878.

o. Pl:i"fc of bir th J_ Lyons, Kansas. , '

6. Home of F'-'ther Edvdn Boucheele. ' Place- of b i r th Maryland.

Otl.cr ii:f onnat; ion °-tout father • «

7, Hams of Mother Mary Ann Causdin Boucheele.F1?/JL of bir th Kentucky.

Of. or information ub^ut -noth^-r

Not or: or ?. 3Rir;L,c-j r.ytfT'it ivc by the. t i ;;/ld vtork^r d-.-alin;; V;ith the l i f e - a n d
sioi'y of the* .cr:_on int.-rviov/od. Rei ' .r to Waiiual fo r .-3U.">stod eub jec t s
alid '}U0;-_tijn:3, Contjnuo on blanl- sr;)"tr- if nocoss.'i|Syy and .a t tach f i rmly to
this form. Number of sh-.ctr. ntfcv.'h^d -7 •
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*Anna'R. Barry,
*' Journal! s t , .

11,-

An Interview With Lydia Bouchee'le
Tpmpkins, El Reno, Oklahoma.*

F r s , i ydi^ vvouchee 1G 'IY-mpkins was born in ^yons,

?«•*, (>n Deowiber 10, lH7.-} the daighter of Kdwiii

i <* Mnd i^ary *inn Onusdin itouciieeie. I t was in

is thn'< h>,^ fa ther heioed to buiJa the fowi bed for "

-nion Pac i f i c Railroad ond. he also Worked in Hew

co h e l ' i n • to bu i la the Santa Fe Haili-oad. lyd ia

' .attended a anal L rura l , school ioca tea tvvo and one half •
*

••le- fro-.i her Lome, whicu was located five miles north

t" j/yons, i\ansas.

in 18^2 when "£ydia was fourteen years of age her

rn^ent^ l^ft her' in care of a married sister who lived at

Barnard, Kansas,to attend school, as her parents were

"!eavi.- the state of Kansas to seek a new location in the

In .-linn Territory." .after about, two weeks of hard traveling

Ir. tneir two wa^onsUhey located on a relinquished claim

' 'or^-hnlf mile from ihe present site of Calumet. In l->94

i-.ydia ;oined her parents on their claim. Here she found

theiV. living in a small log cabin fourteen by .sixteen feet,
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t<< t V 3eli'Tht <*f tbe whole family, her father was

' d'inn a +hr?e roow rr6flj"p hcwse; ^e hauled the lumber

The rionr»«r, 1 He )->>'-* friend, the Indian, was a ^

• t ' S V v < ' « v n v o f ' t , . - 9 t r I C^i

•n.iove^ v l s i t i n . - : one an

t c s enfl lhe%d-'iv. The

v.i^V ppi-f &v i o.-v- i n - o . i t t h e windov, some, S u n d a y , m*;-;ht f
mm* * • . i - •

c'orain- across the rMrie in his bir; v<aj?on
• ( 4 * <

H~1« farai.ly uoTQadeg, ana SvKn the children

l>f>th fai-.ilipp w-i'e iiit. of si;~ht a t play. The wivi»r

!*• "s;r r cases Vnev.1 the circumstances of one another and-
i

\

:t vas ic t jiffensive i'or the. v is i tor , more blessed than

I;* • nei^hVv-.', to brin,^ a calee, so:ue butte:1,. eg,:s or fresh

These things were v.elconed and a l l had a
>•« t- e. ICeither a:e, wealth, nor position 'made the

]p;5t d: ffereao^. ^.fter a day's v is i t the two f

;*?• \rwierl, to remember the pleasant occasion for" days.

if frontier food was unhealthful i t was not because

wi* 3 ts richness and high seasonfn^;, but rather on accovint

o1' the sa;neness which-made the menu monotonous dnd 'very

r
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o;. Corn and cornmeal were.used in many ways

in the "early days; cornmeal mush, corn on the cob (green

( '

corn or ro^stinr ears ) , dried-, corn, hominy (a dish made •

ir-takin.-: the hulls off corn with lye'and boiling the

1-erTn<^ ^i , M"n ca'^es, a- v le corn bread which was .'tade of

• •• >i*\I *nd sth(*r ingredients iuixe ; i t h rav* apj-les and

\"%'ed, oornbr^ad, pur.vlo In Indian loaf, •; ;ind of corn

<4->.'e made <>f covnmeal, imnik'in, and molasses "together with

'-\\&v in~redients, corn muffins, griddle caKes and a ,gruel

-î -;p for invalids.

m these ear l ie r times game was plentifuj in the

winter when the weather becaioe cool enough to preserve the

:eat, two cr three se t t l e r s v;ould ;o out on the f a i r i e s

r"T H bi-- hiunt and the principal kinds of ,̂ ame brought home
fr»Ti these hunts would be r a b b i t s , wild t o r s e y s , p r a i r i e

th ickens , qua i l , wild ducics and geese . The s e t t l e r s ra i sed

-i few hop,s eaeh year to bu tcher , and h o ^ - k i l i i n g time was

7
'f< red forward to with keen anticipation by the children

as well as the jp?own-ups. i'or the grown-ups i t meant days

of hard work, but for the children i t meant a welcome'

change from the summer diet of corn bread, bolasses and

greens.



3G8

TOMHONS, LYDIA BOUCHEELE . INTERVIEW. ' 10013.

-4 -

The children in the neighborhood where Lydia lived

went into the woods each fa11 - to gather walnuts. Among

the wild f rui ts to be found along the streams were

cirrhnt,s, plums, gr_apes and in a few places blackberries.

The-se f rui ts were welcomed by the s e t t l e r s families for

\ise as fresh sauce '-nd as-a palatable raw i ten of d ie t .

They were also preserved f oi\ wintoc . rhe vra i r ie near

Lydia's home j.rodue*>i some wild plant foods. In the-

suiimer wild greens formed .a part of the d i e t . Sheep"

sorre l , sweetenedjisade-a very good sauce, sugar mixed

1 with watermelon juice boiled doivn made a good syrup. If

•store f ru i t %'ere. to be had at a l l , the staples were-dried

'a. pies, peaches and r a i s in s . The process of canning was

nc' Tn^vrs^-Qn—a^arge scale during these early years .

abXcs v»ere very seldor^eajmed; hov/e.ver, a number- «f

wo»,\e.T cashed green beansjUsin£; a taulespoon of vinegar to

each luart^and everything was "Jried t h a t ^ o s s i b l y could

• be such as ^reeii beans, corn, pumpkin, peppers. Greea *

beans were strung on a thread, anA hung in the sun to- djy

ne;ners were also dried th i s way; pumpkin was sliced thin

cr cut uj into l i t t l e dice and stru-ng for drying;corn or
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corn on the cob was dropped into boiling water, and
» <

boiled from about ten to fifteen minutes. When cool the

•corn was cut from the" cob with a sharp knife; i t was then

s~aread on clean boards in tlae sun to dry,' over this a

large }iece of cheese cloth was spread to protect the

corn from' f l ies. Each day this cloth was removed, the

corn stirred and the cloth replaced, and aftej? one week

of this process the corn was gathered up and placed in a

flour sack, which was hung in a cool dry place, r-eady to

be used in winter.

In the winter after the hard fall work,,was- done, a

school usually invited three or four other .schools to a t

spelling contest which was 'antic'tiiaiel^Sr^Wefes ahead'and

school houses gleamed as night-^wCl^^n.ig.ht^the^ contesting

schools prepared. McGuffey's spelling book was learned

completely. Parents pronounced words by the page to theii

children at hone. Children spelled every <i?riday aftemocn

at school and practiced dialogues and readings at noon,

i'hoae-who could not spell so well, prepared"parts> to play,

sing or present in dialogues. When the eventful night

finally arrived, each school chose i t s spelle'rs* arid, wrote



TOMPKlW3t-;LYDl^,BOl3CifflK&f.. - : INTERVIEW.

each'name on a apiece of paper. These pieces of paper

risked i'n a b.ox frpiq which they were drawn ,one at a. time. ;

The spel lers took the i r places as 'selected in long l ines ,

sed along the small' school house.wall. I A disinterested

war, asked to VI vr-•out" the words. Ly guess of .page"'-

th° st^rtim* side was learned. The spelling, continued un t i l

only one speller wps lef.t "stor.dldg. ue or she received a

"vVze- H3 a ^eward,. usually a book, and af ter the recess the
c

. t

"viA«cal atid.Ht^rary program, began. There were "pieces"-by

^ t - t l e tota, songs, violin solos,, and d t er. selections by

the older on.es., VTien f inal ly the group broke $ip, the songs

if the various schools as well as' the noise of the lumber

made the pra i r ie merry as the crowd wended i t s way

< homeward. There were also c ipher ing matches; .each neighbor--

/ " *'
I t s c iphering champions ?;horn i t was ready to match

f *

new comers. 3chool teache s were, t r ied out in th i s

•tray tmd aa more &M more s k i l l was" displayed addftion and

simple problems gave way to work in square and cube roots."The.

sin.^in^ school was also a s o d a l place where young people

together . Many times young men who showed l i t t l e i n t e r e s t in

singing ana could not carry a tune, at tended these s inging schools
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raerely for spcial purposes.' Before the, s e t t l e r s could

afford b u s i e s , the younp; couples v,-ent in two~where±edr

carts and on horseback to places of amusement. Ordinarily *

each person had his own h ̂ ne ; -the. ladies rode side

3addleo find dressed in riding- skir ts which had shot in

•the he:>is'to hold them down and ^insure modesty. Washington's

i.rthday was usually celebrated with .a party or dance'. •

Valentine's day was celebrated by an exchange of valentines. -

^ .The drug store was headquarters for valentines. Many

fancy ones with lace on them-were to bo had.

I t was on August 2.:,. 189^ shat Lydia Boucheele was

r.arried to 'Richard Tompkins; %^ey moved to El Reno and

her husband went to work at theDavison Case Lumber Yard^

• a position he held for twenty-two years. In 1920 they

established The Tompkins Grocery* Feed and Seed Store

;loca.ted in the one-hundred block on o.uth Choctaw Street

in £1 Reno and after 'eleven years in th is business they

• sold out and established the Tompkins Cream Station located

ut E17 South Bickford S t ree t . They are the parents of

three boys.^On December 29, 1937, Mr. Tompkins passed

away and i s buried in the El Reno cemetery. ' . •


