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Ficld Norkrr!~ pancs , __Anna R. Barry,-
iz 1 port, madc on (date) F.ahtnnrl_ll..__lﬂz&-._._...__. 198, \
' N._ « A ‘ ) S )

1o Name Lydia Boucheele Tompkins, . \/

A 4

.ﬁ.-“\-n - .-
Do Tout OrUinotAdarush El Reno, Cklahoma,

3, nueoldoncc fa_rldr;m {rr oot ion),* 625 South Hadden Street.
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December,. -~ Day _ 16 Year 1878.

\ %
9, Flare of tirth Lyons, Kansas. ,
' . ’ _'J o
" 6. Nume of Foiher © Edwin Boucheele, * Fluce of a*rtk Maryland,
Otlcr iniormabion ~tout father ‘ .

. -

7« Name of Mother Mary Ann Causdin Boucheele.Tl=zzc of virth Kentucky.

Ctior information about mother

or axmrlete nugertive by the ¢i21d workery dealing with the l1ife .ond
story of the' ¢rion inbeorvicweds RO r to Manual for swe.usted subjects
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and quot wn.». continue on vlanr shact if neeossyry and attazh firmly to

Y . Fal Fa) Y o~
tris Torme  Number of shiocte att-erld -7 .
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. TOMFKINS, LYDIA BOUCHEEL:  INTERVIEW. 10015,
"Anna ‘R, Barry, ‘ . .
* Journalist, o, .
Pab. 11,.193%, . - ‘ g ‘
An Interview With Lydia Boucheele
. Towpkins, E1 Reno, Gklahowa.’
A 4 a
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Frs. | vdia iougheele Tumpkins was born in wyoms,

Y

Vangas, on December 16, 197, the daughter of pdwin

Aecheei s and Pary ann Causdin  Boucheeie. 11 was in

wanaqe Tha! her father helned to¢ buila the ]uad bed for -
4 (-

-

/ 0 . . -
the Tnion FacifTic Railroad and. he also viorsed in ew
Vexico hel in - to build the Santa Fe Railiosd. 1ydiéd
oo, Tk '
‘attended a swall rural. schocl ;ocateu’%wo and one half -

*1e. frow her Lone, whichh was located five miles north

v
i Y08, nansas.,
. R

in 1392 when Eydia was fourteen years of sage her '

rarente left her in care of & married sister who lived at

.
- -

3arnard, hensas,to atte.d school, as her mmrents were T g

A}
]

'eavi.: the state of nansas to seek a new location in the

indian ferritory.” after about twe weeks of hard traveling

. b

Lo tneir twg wagoné&pey located on a reiinquished claim ,
oy o L
*¢onm-hall mile from ivhe present site of Calumet. In 1-94

-

wydia ‘oined her parents on their clsim. Hers she found

- b

thev living in a small log cabin fowrteen by sixteen feet, 7
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Wit te the delisht of the whole family, her father was
~ . .

i dine a three roon frame honise; he hauled the lumber - - .

£
s

3 ~ 3
for this bovee from w1 Reno. i .

The rioneer like hi= friénd, the Indian, was a},/e/at ,

b

LTI IR Ve, -.‘,( ! hamegt p‘g‘!]p s v";\a"gx T‘WV(”'L.‘ ‘@trl Cnetl,

» . . .

t o a o pertajr extenty vel ther anioved visitin.: one Another
v e, famildea wouid come te s end theudav. The

.
. .

Yool sett’er Joo-in s oot the window some, Sundaj, mrght Vs

- . ‘ \ e

A 8 eivney comin- across the Trhirie in his big wazon |-
— | . - .

A L3

w1 oty the whele Tamidy unleaded, ana so:n the children

beath faniiies w re ut of gis~ht at play. The wiver

i* naier casgses knew the ecircumstances of one another and. ‘

¥

1t vas ot offensive tor the visitor, more bLlessed than

v

3 A ; m : N \ !
her neishibcr, to bring a  cake, some butter, egis or fresh
veratable., [hese thincs were velcomed ana all had a

.
~

*céa £ e, Neither ave, wealtk, nor position ’nmge‘the

. s .. At e
lecst differénck, after a day's visit the two families

[

s raied, to rvemember the plessant occasion for days.
e L 2
+f frontier food was unhealthful it was not because

‘ v .
vi ) ts richness snd high seasonin:;, but rather op account
- 3 ,
\ i ¢
- ! ! . =
” the sameness which msde the menu monotonous ?nd'very
X * o

. /’,
)
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unanpetizineg, Corn and cornmeal were used in many ways

in the early days; cornmeal mush, corn on the tob (green

T

corn or roastinc ears), dried.corh, hominy (a dish made-

N .
- —

h;\taking the hulls off corn with iyé'énd boiling the
“e"nﬁfq%, ﬂn“n%ca?es; g 'le corn bread which waé Ywade of
;ql =nd ~ther ineredients naxe ith raw abples an d
hered, cornbreud, pumikit Indian lozf, - ind of corn
en' e made wf'envnmeal, tum; Kin, and moiasses “together with
i%h@? in=redients, corn muffins, griddle cakes and a éruel
mane for invalids,
in these sarlier times ggna was.plentifu; in the
winter when the weather becaws cool enouih to jreserve the
,:eat,'fwo Of‘thfee setplers would o out on the rairies
our % bir hunt énd the rrinciral kinds of pame brought hoﬁe

fror these hunts would be rabbits, wild turxeys, prairie .

’

cinciens, quail, wild ducks and geese. Lhe settlers raised
- V ¢
9 Tew hogs)i9cn year to butcher, and hog-kiliing time was .
4+
to @d forward to with keen enticipation by the children °

- ’

as well as the grown-ups. :sor the grown-ups it meant days

of hard work,’but for the childrén it meant a welco@@

x>

change from the summer diet of cornbread, lolasses and

» -

sreens, : : ;
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The children in ‘the neishborhood where Lydia lived
went into the woods each fall. to géther walnuts; Amoﬁg
the wild fruits to be found along the streams were
cirrents, plums, grapes snd in a few places blackberries.
These fruits were welcomed by the settlers families for

use as fresh sauce =:nd as-& pualatable raw itaw cf diet.,
'hey were also preserved for wints:. fhe vrairie near -
. \ .

Lydia's home jroduced some wild plant foods, In the

]

surmer wiid greens formed a part of the diet. Sheeyp-

>

sorrel, sweetensd,made-a very good sauce, sugar mixed

with watermelon juice boiled doim made a good syrup. If
. N . :

A

ki

-

CEtQ:i\iyuit vere to be had at all, the stailes were. dried

The process of canning was
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&argé scule durin~ these early years .
,?ega%abkes were véry sgldom nned; however, a numbsr af
WOl c;aned green beans,usins a tauleépoon of vinegar to
2ach quart,and everything was Jried that~possibly could
.be such as creen beans, corn, pumpkin, :eppers. Green -
heans were struhs on a thread, aad h@ng in the sun to'%§y;
e;Ters were also dried this way; pumpkin was sliced thin
crcud uy into little dice qn& strung for drying;corn or
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corn on the cob was dropped into boiling water, and

boiled from about ten to fifteen minutes. When cool the

“corn was cut from the cob with a sharp knife; it was then

~

s'read on clean boards in tie sun to dry; over this a

.

large jiece of cheese cloth was spread to protect the

corn from flies. Bach day this cloth was removed, the

corn stirred and the cloth replaced, and after one week
of this process the corn was gathered up and placed in'a
flour sack, which was hung in a;cool dry place, ready to

~

"be used in winter.

in the winter after the hard fall work was- done, a o

school usually invited three or four other .schools to a,

sielling confest which was enticifated f6t Weeks ehead and

school houses gleamed as nightééiiéi;%iéggﬁygggfoﬁﬁéétihg'
schools pre.ared. McGuffey}s spelling book was leanqed .
ccmpletel&. Parents pronounced words ‘by the page to thei:
children at liorie. Children sypelled evefy #riday afternocn
at'scho;l end rracticed dialogués and ‘readings at noon.
rhose~who\could not spell so well,prepgred«parté(%Q play,
sing of present in dialdgueé. When the eventful x.xighit
finally arrived, each school chose ﬁts spell%ré afid wrote

4
. -
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each name on aepigce of prper. These piedes of paper

rlaged in a hox frow ypich theyéwere Qrawn,one at a’time.
%he spell;rs éook tbpi}’plgees as'éelecéed in ibng lines
: S R ; .

'ﬁrranged along the %maiI:SOhOOl(hOUSe.Wall.f A distnterested
nar3cn was askéq to "egive out” the wordg.' Ly guess of page “

the gtartine s%dt‘was Iearﬁed. The spellinr,vontinued unpil

®
¢

only one speller was left 'stsndiug. e or she received a E

v > o
2 « ~

ri7e a3 s -eward,. usually a book, and after the recess the

&

nateal and . literary program,began: There were "pieces” .by

“1111é tots, songs, v;olin solos, and ot er. sélections by

>

the older ones., Vhen finally the groun broke ap, the'songs

17 the various schools 88 well a3 the nofise of the lumber

-y

wavons made the prairie merry as the crowd wenéed its waJ
‘ homeward‘ ‘ihere werc also c¢iphering matqhes;;gach neighbor--

.. } : ) -
haod hed its ciphering champions whom it was ready to match

asainat new comers. 3School teache 8 were. tried out in this

-
*

way anﬂ as more é%§1nore skill was displayea addftion and P

sfmple problems gave way to work in square and cuybe roots. The .
s - B . ¢ )
sinzing school was also a social place where young pebple got

tozether. Many timgs young men who showed little interest in

~

singing ana could not carry é~tune, attended these singing schools

.
K}
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m@reiy for sgeial purposes.’ Before thg,settlers could

R T
1

’ affprd'buggies, the youhg %Gupleé went ih twd-whqeied"

carts and con horseﬁack to places of amusemeht; Ordinarily ¢

t

each person had his own i1*rse;-the.ladies rode side

saddles g dressed in riding skirts which had shot in

the hens to hola them down'&ndqiésuré modesty: Washington's'
irthday\was usually celebrated with,aJﬁ;rty or dance. -
Valentines day wé; celebrated by an exchange of valentines.
.The drug store was headquarters £Or v;lentines. Many
fangy\ones with lace on them were to be had.
It was od Auéust 2;,.lé9c,that Lydia Boucheele was
mar;iéd_tO'Richard Tompkins; il.ey moved to El Reno and

S S -
her husband went to work .at the Davison Case Lurber Yard,

- a position he held for twenty~two vears, In 1929 they

established The Tompkins Groceryj Feed and Seed Store

.located in the one-hundred bi@ck on o.uth Choctaw Street

in £l Reno and after eleven years in this busipess they
'sold out and established the Tompkins Cféam Stgtioﬂ located
4t 217 South Biekford Strest. fhey are the parents of
three boys.™On December 29, 1937, Mr. Tompkins passed

avay end is buried in the El Reno cemetery. -



