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_Field Worker's name ___ - Ethel Maee Yates,
This report mude on (date)._ September 21, 1937, 193
1. Name " _W. L. Thomas,
g e T ' '
2. Post Office Addr- Blk City, Oklahoma. /

3. ‘Resid .mnco =idr-ss {»r l>c 1io-1) 416 iest 7th St.

4, DADF OF “TRVH: Ioth __ November Dy 13 Year 1857

5. Place of tirth " Illinois, S
’ /
6. liame of Father George Thomes, Pluce of birth Tennessee,

Jdther information avout father  Fought in the Civil W-x,

7. Name of Mother Mary ThQmas. Place of birth Frénce.

Other information about mothir -
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Yotes or complete narrative by the field worker dealing with the life
and story of the person interviewesd. Refer to Manual for suggested °
subjects end cquestious. Continue on hlank sheets if necessary and

‘ettach firmly to this form. Number of shects attached S
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T , : .
Ethel Mae Yates, , ; ’
Iﬁtérvﬂawer. "\ : .
Septe 21, 1937.° ' ‘
' An Interview With ¥. L. Thomss, .
Elk civy, Oklehora. )
3 . . 'x,
I oame from Te;a% to the Indian Territory in the . .
year of 1880 un a train of the Santa.Fe Railroad. -I a Coe

cams to Ardmore,which was 8 very small place and putgin

a barber shap, K * - . .
-~ « . e

»‘. ~
- I had sent my bfotﬁér on ahead to ma<e the run.

He made .the run end set down his steke but another man

claimed that he hsd set down his stake ahead of him, so
hy brother 4td not get & eiaimﬂ ‘

«

Not very long after I went in%o .the barber business,

three Indian men came into the shop and one of them sat

down in the barber chair. { agked him how he %nntpd his
) < .

..-’--.‘.”").-‘-'-0'-0-..' « e 0
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. He just gat there and grunted so I got the clibpers

‘and started right down the middle of his head; he jumped

down tram~%he-ehairﬁand*bcggg_ngggg_gnd squall and hé was
’_‘\X\R

—

not long in letting me kriow thet he did not want his heir

Out. , . ” ’ o

3

I étayed in snd around Ardmore until 1900. I had baen

<

>’hearing abhut tnié country so Mr, Albright and I left our
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families and came o ses about it., We filed on somo claimis:

three miles south and four miles west of ®here Elr City is
now, about & wile from Merritt. ‘
¥ Thcre was not sny ®lk ¢ity thenj; the.e wis a lxttle store ca
" called Buskt, sbout three m_lss from where Elk City now is, om
tue f£ork of olk Jreek. -
ur pest oftice s :e in bush, in a dujouts a maghn}med
Sid Fill ran the jout offices
| i ﬁage 8 duzoat bark ln a bank aﬁd covered it‘y;th dirt,
snd my stoek barn andtchlckeg houqe were dug bqpk in » bunk
and covered Wit? bhrusn. o o ' 'ﬁ.,
There Qere no rotdy lga@}ng to our cl.ims at <ll. ¥r., Al=-

bri -ht and | took our olows and plouéd furrows for two iles- |

and ’rubbe‘ out buck ~rass sc we could zet in and oute We -

Ce v te st mee my
\
/

had to go to Weatherford for sll of our«supp;ies. 1 daid nod.
zo for any of my buildiag .wtericl as 1 used sticks and dirt
and anything that could be fcund on my places

—_— ,Ahen;lhggt>our pew home sll raady , I nad sy family

-»

. comavggﬁﬁeg%herforﬁ.and I met them there ' nd broushi them

to their new home in a covered wagon.
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~ We had to grub shinnery roots and go over on Send .
Stone and T4mber Creek for our fuel;

There were lots of prairie chiokaﬁi,and some deer.
Thera were two antelopgsmthat roamed on mg place for two _,
years but gome one finélly got them, The qoyotps were so
bad that we cquld hardly raise eny chickens; théy got-
so bold that :h;n we set g,hén with chickens off her
;est the coyoées would get the whole bunch., One morning
I'iook my shot gun and weqt and hid inlﬁithicket and said
that I was going‘to get what ever was stealing our chi ok~
ené. It was not long unti; a crippled coyote cames along
"and I got her so that put a stop to tﬁé?uhickan problem

for a Whgléi ) . h

—- ~—~The*ftr§i’§§ffﬁg*ﬁﬁ“brnk**aa&‘ﬂnd planted sesd in every
th'rd furrow. We had to plant bffﬁAAG and did not raise
amch cotton for a while but we raised lots ar iatfir corn
and had good gardena: ' .

Gur first achool was at Merritt in a dugout. It was
tavcht by ‘a man by the name of Gabe Tisswell. Ve had our
. .

churck” services there too} Erother Fullon could come over

Vo

—from Doxie snd preach once -

;’/ﬁ
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. @ montl and Brother Davis would come and preach some
times; people would aome to churah on horseback or in

‘wagons. Elk 71ty was estahlished in 1902, .y

~

Mr, Herring and Mre Young were smong the first to

’

put ina SEGre,. They h@uiﬁd thelr grods fro Cheyerue
ina imeon, J-vwas the fixet man whAFver ran & barbsr.
ghop heve, %Lﬁﬁg£ a1l the siyred end residences were S
inifents. Our :. -Mits wer:.kerosene lamps; one nismt I
ren cut of ofl ofd vent over to & Ty 30111@‘ store to }
get some ., He fitléﬁ‘msujug. T sie%ed {1t un 1ad started
out end he s;id,"&hpre is'thé moiey"e T.t0ld him thad
, r _
I had not oronsht i, bg)/would hring Lﬁ'tn the mrrninge :
and he said that { gould just loave tha oil; that he
hoped to closa tha vour without one chirge tie ot, T t01d’
him that I admired 118 w&é'gnd haéed he asulsl shaw me his
books,ét the and of th2 ve.r withous mﬁy aharge aacounte,
I got tired of the barber husiness, the farners would
- : ~ .
eowe {7 with lor- #ahiskers full of red dirt anu-it was -
N

A
impossible to i/fp a razor sherp ec it'was not long un 1

I went back to the farm,

]
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We. dortal nly hed plenty of enakes when we first *

cams West; 1% wds nothing uhcommon to ses one arawling
in the dugout.
One day my wife went t6 thé oupboard to get soms

sugar and found & big snek e, crawiing out of the ougar

saok,



