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3HAPTIY FORM
£.ss Ar-;/Ti;is':iUTioM.

Indian-Pioneer His tory Pro jec t fo-r Oklahoma

8596.

F.ield Worker's nnme Ethel Mae Yates.

This r e p o r t made on ( d a t e ) , September 2 1 , 193'7«

#1. Name W. L. Thomas.

8. Post Off ice A<Mr<. Elk Pity, Oklahoma.

3. 'Residmco ?>iclr?ss (or IJ.J ion) 416 West 7th St.

4. DV:?: OF ?TR^H: :.:jrth November • Day 13 Year 1857,

5. Place of tirth .Illijioia.

6. liane of Father George Thomas. Place of birth Tennessee.

Other information aoout father Fought in the Civil V/'-r.

7. Name of Mother Mary g^iomas. Place of birth France..

Other information ibout mother

Notes or complete narrative by the field worker dealing with the life
and story of thd person intoruien^d. Refer to Manual for suggested "'
subjects e.nd questions. Continue on blank sheets if necessary and-
'attach firmly to this fora. Tfumber of sheets attached 5 -
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Sthel Mae Yatea, ,

Sept. 21, 1937, • [ S ',' * "

An Intervi»w With W. L» Thomas,
' • • EL&' C i ty , Oklahoraa.

I oame from Te^as to the Indian Ter r i to ry in the

year of 1889 on a t r a in of the Santa^Fe Bailroad* I

oame to Ardmore,which was e very small pl'aee^and put in

a barber shop, , * . .,

• I had sent ray brottfer on ahead to raa^e the run*

He made .the run end set down hie steQee but another man

claimed that he had set down his; stake aheaa of him, so

my brother Vd not get a! oiaira,
<* *

Not vary Ion1? after I wen+ into .the bnrber business^
*

three Indian men name Into the shop ^nd one of them sat

down in the bnrfeer ohair» I asked him how h*- vTiintê d hia

chair out. " -'•—.•"•——.

, H©,just sat there and grunted so I got the clippers

and started right 'down the middle of his head; he jumped

down fram-^h^^halr-a^nd_bj^gaji^g^nn_ard equal 1 and he was

not long In letting me know thet ht, did not'want his heir

out, • . , ' '• '

•s

in end around Ardraore un t i l 1900, I had been

hearing about th i s country so Mr, Albright and I l e f t OUT
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families and came to see about i c v We filed on sorao claims-

three miles south and four miles we.it of where 2IK City i s

now, about a -;;ile from Uerritt*

• ThcJro was no.t any l£lk City then; the/e V/HS a l i t t l e store ca

called uusb, ebout three ra.lsa from ftliere Elk City now i s , on1

tae fDrk of Jlk Creek, /

.ur pest office •- is in liu-sh., in a durjout, A ipan named

Sid Rill ran the j.out office,

I inad̂ e o du3Oit ba-̂ k in a bank and Covered i t w|th d i r t ,

•md my atocl: b-ira !md- chicken lious© were dug back in i bank
i y

and covered urith brusn. /

There ?/ore no ro-.da leading; to oar c l - imsa t -11 . :&• Al-

bri-ht and I took our plows and plove'd furrows for two iles-

a;.d -"irubbe] put buck ^raas so we could m^> in and out. We '

had to GO to 17eatherford for a l l of our supplies, l did not.

go for any of ray building .iatoricl as i used sticks and dirt

and anything that could be fcund on-r.y ;lace«

.—hen_3Lgpt our new home a l l raudy , I had say family

and I met them there • nd brou;*h^' them

to their ne?7 home in "a covered wagor. •
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We had to grub ahiaaery roots and go over on Sand .

Stoae and Timber Creek for our fuel* .

There were lots of prairie chickenl and some deer*

Ther« were two antelopes that roamed on tag place for two — r

years but some one finally got them* The ooyotes were so

bad that we could hardly raise any chickens; they got •

so bold that when we set % hen with chickens off her

* nest the coyotes would get the whole bunch* One morning

I took my shot gun and went and hid in la thicket and said

that I wa3 goiag to get what ever was stealing our chick-

ens. It was not long until a crippled coyote came along

and I got her so that put a atop to ttf<Tuhicken problem

for a while*.

—--- —^^fhenfirst spring we bx'okBrsodrand planned seed in every

third furrow* We had to plant by hand and did not raise

;uuch cotton for a while but we raised lots fif Kaffir corn

and had good gardens*

Our first BOhool was at Merritt in a dugout. It was

by a man by the name of Gabe Tisswell. ?/e had our

church' serviced there too; Brother Fullon could come over

—from Doxie and preach, once
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a month and Brother Davis would eorae and preach some

times; people would ooae to church on horseback or in

wagonta. 21k 01 ty wan ©stnb'lifihed in 3.902. ^ .

Mr. fierriafi: and lir« Young were saiong the f i r s t t.o

put in » s tore . They h^sul'Sl tl>olr ?cods frov Choyerne

in a tt&con. f ~Y.'HJ5 the f i r s t rtv̂ n rhclever rsr* a barber »

shop here. AL«rigt sil. the si'jrc^ tnd res1 lenses

in tents* Our l-.-fat* were kerosene lamps; ono n

ren out of o i l s&i r ? i t ever to a *'r. Holli1?' store to

get some; » He f111^8 TÎ  Jug* I oir^ed i t up 'ind st.-.rtsd

out and he ŝ -Lci ,"Where is the money". I• told him that

I had not Drought i t , bu^-would hrin,^ i-H in the m^rnlnf

and he aaid thnt i oould just loave th3 o i l : that h?

hoped to close the y c r without O'i'p oh^rge t in o t . I told'

hi© that I adra I rod ' I s wny nr<ci hoped he cnu.iO sh ivc n« hi a

books,at the oad of th? yejr without .̂ ny charge accounts*

I got tir<Ad of the barber busiest*; tha farnors would

in with ior,- nblslr.ers full of red d i r t nuo-it was
^

to *' e^ a ra7or shxsrp er i t 'wa.8 not

I went bae)r to the form*
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Wt. certainly had plenty of snakes wh«n wo first

VTost; It was nothing uncommon to toe ono crawling

in the dugout*

One day my wife w$nt Ut the cupboard to <?«t aomst

»ugor nnd found a big snake, crawiiag out of the nugar

sack*


